


SERVING IN WORSHIP 
December  2006 

Counters 
Dave and Roberta Dietrich 

Assisting Minister 
December 4, 11—Nancy Claude 

December 18, 25—Linda Ericsson 
 

Lay Readers 
December    4   Kent Anderson 
December   11   Linda Ericsson 
December   18   Sandie Storer 
December   25    Helen Hamilton 
 

Communion Servers 
December    4   Barry & Rene Dornon 
December   11   Pam Kovach and Vicki Bittner 
December   18   Brian & Julie Smith & Family 
December   25   Roger and Linda Ericsson 
 

USHERS 

Greeters 
December    4   Barry & Rene Dornon 
December   11   Pam Kovach and Vicki Bittner 
December   18   Brian & Julie Smith & Family 
December   25   Roger and Linda Ericsson 

Prayer Partners 
December    4   Barry & Rene Dornon 
December   11   Mary Whitledge and Chris Mitchell 
December   18   Terry and Nan Goff 
December   25   Roger and Linda Ericsson 



From Our Missionary: 

Dear Friends in Christ, Greetings from Japan!   
One of the interesting parts of my job involves writing and presenting chapel speeches every 2 or 3 weeks.  I do my 
part in English, while the chaplain alternates with me and reads the Japanese translation.  The number one thing I try to 
focus on as I prepare a chapel speech is my audience.  I am speaking to junior high and high school students primarily, 
but the teachers are also listening.  The goal is to help students learn more about Christianity while also learning some 
English.  Most of the students are not Christian, so it is important for me to explain very basic Christian ideas while 
using very simple English.  I try to talk about issues that matter to teenagers and use examples that students can relate 
to. 
  
Jesus understood how to connect with the crowds he taught.  He used words that people knew and understood, and he 
considered the background of his audience.  When possible, he used examples and analogies from people’s everyday 
lives.  Jesus could have tried to impress people with his vast intimate knowledge about God or used fancy words that a 
person could only decipher if they had a dictionary handy.  Instead, Jesus chose to teach ordinary people in a way that 
best showed just how extraordinary God is. 
  
Some chapel speeches that I write are better than others, but it is still my hope that I can follow Jesus’s example of how 
to be a good teacher.  Here is just one of my recent chapel speeches, but I plan to post others in the future.  Enjoy! 
  
Today’s Bible reading is from Ephesians 3:17b-19.   “And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may 
have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God.” 
  
What is your dream for the future?  What do you want to be when you grow up? 
  
Recently, I read a story about an amazing Japanese Christian named Shimeta Niishima*.  He was born in 1843, and he 
was the son of a samurai.  He studied hard to become a good samurai and a good scholar.  When he was 16 years old, 
his dream was to learn about the world.  He wanted to be a scholar-warrior.  Then, he could help Japan trade with other 
countries and understand ideas from all over the world. 
  
Niishima secretly read books from other countries and studied the Bible.  At that time, signs said, “Reward for the cap-
ture of Christians!  Death to the followers of Jesus.”  Niishima knew it was dangerous, but he believed in God and be-
came a Christian. 
  
It was also illegal at that time to leave Japan, but Niishima wanted to learn more.  He secretly got on a ship and went to 
America.  In America, he studied very hard.  He went to a preparatory school, college, and then seminary to become a 
pastor.  Niishima’s new dream was to start a Christian university in Japan. 
  
After ten years, Niishima returned to Japan.  In 1875, he built Doshisha Academy in Kyoto.  He was only 32 years old, 
but he had already accomplished many things.  Niishima wanted Doshisha to become a university to make Christian 
leaders for Japan: lawyers, professors, ministers, businessmen, and statesmen.  He devoted his life to making his dream 
come true.  In 1890, Niishima showed his strong faith as he said his last words, “Peace, joy, heaven!”  After he died, 
other people carried on this work.   
  
Today, Doshisha is a university with over 25,000 students.  It is a symbol of Niishima’s faith, hard work, and 
dreams.  I hope that all of us can follow Niishima’s example, and achieve great things in the future. 

  
Let us pray.  Dear Lord,  Thank you for the chance to learn.  Help us to do our best and to work hard as we 
study.  Please guide us as we try to achieve our dreams.  In Your name we pray, amen. 
* Information taken from the book Ten Against the Storm by Marianna Nugent Prichard and Norman Young 
Prichard. 
   
Peace and prayers,   Christine Eige  



Upcoming Youth Events:  
Dec 04 Christmas Program Practice – No Sunday School 
Dec 06 CE & Y Ministry Meeting 
Dec 10 Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal  
Dec 10 December Youth Event – Visit to Shut In’s (after rehearsal) 
Dec 11 Youth Christmas Program – No Children’s Church or Sunday School 
Dec 18 A Christmas Story – during Sunday School Hour (all youth together) 
Dec 25 Merry Christmas – No Children’s Church 
 
Jan TBD January Youth Event – Ice Skating 

Jan 01 No Sunday School 
Jan 03 CE & Y Ministry Meeting – 6PM  
Jan 08 Children’s Church + Sunday School Resumes 
Jan 22 Children’s Church 

Children’s Christmas Program 

“Christmas In A Box” 
Join us December 11th, 2011 for Grace & Peace’s Annual Children’s Christmas Program.  The program will 

take the place of the 9:00 am worship service. Please plan on being there to support our youth and all their 
hard work!  

 

Program practice will take place during the Sunday School on December 4th. A final dress rehearsal will be 
held on Saturday, December 10th 10:00—11:30  a.m. Please mark your calendars now! 

Isle of Erin Irish Dancers 
“Our Christmas Show’ 

A little bit of music….. 

A little bit of singing….. 

A LOT of Irish Dancing!! 
Thursday, December 8th  

7:00 p.m.   
 

Please join us as we present our Christmas Show here at Grace and Peace Lutheran 
Church.  Followed by Christmas treats and drinks for all. 



Mi�en Tree 
The "Mitten Tree" is in the Great Room ready to be decorated with mit-
tens, scarves, hats, etc., for the LSSI children.  Donations may be used 
items (clean & in good repair) or new items.  Bring them each Sunday and 
help decorate our "Mitten Tree".  On December 11th they will be wrapped 
with the packages for our families from the Lutheran Social Services of 
Illinois.   

Saturday, December 24th 

7:00 P.M.   

Candlelight Worship Service 

In celebra�on of Christmas, poinse�a plants will once again fill our chancel area 

with beau(ful color!  If you would like to place a poinse,a as a memorial or in hon-

or of a loved one, please fill out the form below and either mail to the church office 

or place in the offering plate by December 14th.  Cost is $12.50 for each 6 inch 

poinse,a plant and the names of the dedica(ons will be published in the bulle(ns 

for each Christmas service.   

 

Given to the glory of God  ______________________________________________ 

 

Given in memory of  ___________________________________________________ 

 

Given in honor of  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Given By  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Sunday, December 25th 

9:00 A.M.   

Communion Worship Service 



ATTENTION MUSIC LOVERS 

 
The National Lutheran Choir will have two performances of their Christmas Festi-

val in St. Louis on Saturday, December 17, 2011 at 2 and 5 pm.  The performances 

will be at Christ Church Cathedral, 1210 Locust Street, St. Louis, MO 63103.  The 

performances are sponsored by Thirvent Financial for Lutherans, KFUO-AM 850 

radio, Lutheran Senior Services, and others.   Tickets for the concerts are available in 

advance for $20 by calling 1-888-747-4589 or can be ordered online at 

www.nlca.com.  Tickets may also be purchased at the door45 minutes before the per-

formance.  For more information call Randall Davidson, administrative Director of 

the National Lutheran Choir at 612-722-2301 or randall@nlca.com.  

Fair Trade chocolate has arrived once again for the holidays!  
This year, our Fair Trade ministry features two new candy bars -- Dark Chocolate Hazelnut Truffle and Or-
ange Milk Chocolate. We introduced them at the recent Fall for Fair Trade, sponsored by the Northern Con-
ference of the Women of the ELC and they sold out! Mmm, sweet chocolate! But the truth is, chocolate isn’t 
always so sweet. More often than not, it’s tainted with the tears of literally thousands of child slaves on the 
Ivory Coast which produces most of the world’s cocoa. Children, as young as nine years old, are trafficked 
through slave traders, or they’re lured to cocoa farms with the promise of money. After they arrive, the chil-
dren often work 12 to15- hour days clearing the fields and harvesting the beans that are made into chocolate. 
They are underfed, never paid, live and work in harsh conditions, and are beaten and broken like horses when 
they don’t perform well. The end result for their backbreaking labor is a fancy-wrapped chocolate bar, mostly 
for consumers in America, Canada and Europe. Sadly, these children have never even tasted chocolate them-
selves. 
 

Although markets for Fair Trade chocolate, produced by small-scale cocoa farmers, remain small, they are 
steadily growing.  All Fair Trade chocolate is free of child slave labor. Each purchase helps to provide nutri-
tious food, school supplies, medicine and education for the families of cocoa farmers. Also, a big portion of 
each purchase goes towards improving the communities where the cocoa is produced.  
 

Large chocolate bars are $3 each, and small ones are $1.50. They may be pricier 
than some you’ll find on store shelves, but the reality is that prices reflect the 
cost of production. Please help alleviate child slavery by purchasing Fair Trade 
chocolate and other products. 
  
 

Thanks for your support, 
Fair Trade Ministry 



Northern Conference Crossways Cluster Churches 
The next section of the shared Crossways Bible Study is about to begin!  Join us as 
we explore the big picture of the Bible, and hear God’s Word for us.  After a Fall 
looking at the Post-Exilic Period and Judaism, we are ready to head into the New 
Testament with unit 5 on the gospels.  Pastor Jill Flynn will be leading our next 
unit.  We will gather at St. Paul Lutheran in Peoria, starting at 3:00 p.m. this Sun-
day, November 20.  We will take off November 27, December 25, and January 1 
for the holidays  Otherwise, it is full steam ahead!  If you dropped out for awhile, 
this would be a great time to join back in, growing in faith as we share in God’s 
Word together!  New Crossways students are welcome. 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor John Rothfuaz 

COOKIES ! ! 
The LWGP Cookie Walk to benefit Lutheran Hillside Village 

Benevolent Fund will be Friday, December 2nd beginning at 

7:00 am.  Your help is needed to donate homemade cookies and 

candies.   Baked goods may be dropped off at the LHV Main en-

trance any time after noon on Thursday, December 1st.   You 

may also leave your items at Grace and Peace before two (2) in 

the afternoon on Thursday to have them delivered for you.   

Nominees Sought! 

 

 
 
The Grace and Peace Nominating Committee is seeking nominees for Church Council, Endowment Com-
mittee, Synod Conference and the 2012 Nominating Committee. Your service to the Lord's work through a 
willingness to stand for election at the January 29, 2012 Annual Meeting is an important act of servanthood 
and we request your prayerful consideration. Please contact Jim Claude, Helen Hamilton, Wally 
Hochsprung, or Brian Smith to express your interest. 



ENDOWMENT  FUND  GRANT  APPLICATIONS 

 
The Endowment Committee of Grace and Peace Lutheran church accepts Endowment Fund 
Grant Applications throughout the year.  Requests involving community outreach and special 
ministries of Grace and Peace Lutheran Church are encouraged.  The Committee emphasizes 
giving to causes which are new and different each year.  Anyone wishing to submit an applica-
tion is asked to first obtain an application form from the Church Office.  Upon completing the 
application, return it to the Church Office anytime during the year.  Applications may be sub-
mitted at any time throughout the year, however those received by December 31, will be those 
considered by the Committee for distributions of the following year commencing in March. 
 
Grace and Peace Endowment Committee 

WOMEN OF GRACE AND PEACE 
December  2011 

Miriam Circle 
December 13 - 6:00 p.m. 
Bonnie Valentine Hostess 

At Church 
(note earlier time) 

Rebecca Circle 
December 12—11:30 a.m. 

Pizza Party 
 



Mrs Sharon Bontz 
5533 N Galena Rd  Rm NE16 
OSF Saint Clare Home 
Peoria Heights  IL  61616 
 
Ms Linda Brady 
6341 N Randwick 
Peoria  IL  61615-2528 
 
Mrs Edith Johnson 
6901 N Galena Rd 
Health Care Center LL10 
Peoria  IL  61614-3159 
 
Mrs William Josephson 
1416 W Glen Ave  Apt 302 
Peoria  IL  61614-4757 
 
Mrs Ruth Lied 
2724 W Reservoir Blvd 
Peoria  IL  61615-4317 
 
Mrs Debbie Lulay 
3313 N Peoria Ave 
Peoria  IL  61603-1121 

Mr & Mrs Ed Schroeder 
1201 W Northmoor  Apt 108 
Peoria  IL  61614-3465 
 
Mrs Elvera Seeds 
2206 N Atlantic Ave 
Peoria  Il  61603-2742 
 
Mr & Mrs Glenn Theinert Sr. 
514 E Illinois Ave 
Peoria  IL  61603-3261 
 
Mrs Suzanne Walsh 
5533 N Galena Rd  Rm E24 
OSF Saint Clare Home 
Peoria Heights  IL  61616 
 
Heartland Health Care Center 
c/o Mrs Jean Waller 
5600 Glen Elm Drive 
Peoria  IL  61614 

Members and friends of Grace and Peace who are unable to 

attend regularly to remember during this holiday season 

with our prayers and cards. 

Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, December 4th 

Following Church 
All hands are welcome & needed! 



 

 

 

 

 

 
The crew will be taking time out from our busy 2011 season for Christmas and some traveling.  We thank 
everyone for your help over the year and will be starting again in late January with cutting. 
 
I will be traveling during the month of February but plan to have some quilt sets made up for Lorene and 
Kristina and anyone else who would like to begin sewing. 
 
 
 
ELCA MALARIA – The final count for mosquito nets from Grace and Peace was 29 nets.  Thank you for 
making it possible to send the money off to the ELCA Good Gifts program. 
 
 
 
 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES OF ILLINOIS –  
 
Thank you to everyone who has purchased a child’s gift or given money towards the 65 children we have 
this year. 
 
Please have your gift at church on Sunday, Dec. 11, so we can finish putting the packages together for deliv-
ery to the LSSI office on Dec. 12. 
 
 
 
YOUR STEWARDSHIP FOR 2011 –  
 
This year Christmas is Sunday, Dec. 25.  That is officially the last Sunday of the month and year.  In order to 
have your giving count for 2011, the office must have your envelopes by Friday, Dec. 30 at noon. 
 
Next year’s envelopes will be available on Sunday, Dec. 18 and afterwards.  We all have a busy month, and 
we are trying to keep everything in order. 
 
 
 
BIBLES FOR MADAGASCAR –  

 
There will be information about our Thrivent Choice giving in the annual report.  The members of Thrivent 
have supported the LSSI food baskets, the LSSI Christmas gifts, and will make a generous donation for Bi-
bles to Madagascar through the Global Mission Unit of the ELCA. 
 

 

Roberta Dietrich 

 





Grace and Peace Lutheran Church Congregation Council 
November 15, 2011 

 

Present:  David Dietrich, Roberta Dietrich, Rene Dornan, Linda Ericsson, Nan Goff, Mark Golden,  Jan Jarrett, 
Craig Lorentz, Pastor Shelksohn, Kelly Smet.  
 

Christ Caring Concerns:  Members of the council contacted at least 2 congregation members to ask whether 
they had any questions about the proposed Alpha program. Questions were collected and will be answered as 
part of “Frequently Asked Questions” to help give the congregation more information about the Alpha program. 
WWW.AlphaUSA.org is a website to find out more about this program of spiritual growth. 
 

Prayer concerns were shared.  Devotion was given by Rene Dornan.    
 

Sharing the Vision: 
Evangelism:  Plan to begin the Alpha Program in Lent on Wednesday evenings in lieu of Lenten worship ser-
vices. Council is still looking for coordinator(s) for the Alpha program.  
 

Local ELCA churches will sponsor an ad in the Journal Star at Christmas advertising dates and times of Christ-
mas services. 
 

Community Involvement: Human Service Thanksgiving Dinner is will be Tuesday, November 22. 
 

Rerooting: In an attempt to find out more about the needs of the neighborhoods around Grace and Peace, Pastor 
has contacted Peoria City and County officials to ask for their feedback on how our congregation can better 
serve our neighbors. 
 

Thrivent: Thrivent Choice dollars from Grace and Peace Thrivent members were used to provide food baskets 
for LSSI clients and also help purchase some of the Christmas gifts for LSSI kids. 
Additional donations from Thrivent Choice will be donated to ELCA Good Gifts to provide bibles to house-
holds in Madagascar, per the request of the Malagasy Bishop who visited Grace and Peace earlier this year. 
  
Pastor’s report: Written report submitted.  
Pastor will be on vacation from November 25 through December 3. 
Upcoming youth events: January 15-16: Junior and Senior High lockin 10pm to 5am Landmark Recreation 
Center. 
February 25-25: Be Like Jesus for older grade school youth. 
 

Old Business: 
Sanctuary Projection System: No report from task force. 
 

Stewardship Kickoff Event: Mark reported good feedback about the service and brunch at Barracks. Almost 80 
people were in attendance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Budget: Preliminary budget for 2012 was presented. There is a gap between budgeted expenses and ex-
pected income.  The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians guidelines were used to recommend salaries 
for the organist and choir director. 
 

Nominating Committee: Nominating Committee members elected at the 2011 annual meeting are: Jim 
Claude, Helen Hamilton, Wally Hochsprung, Dona Kozuch, Brian Smith and Lana Staelens. They will be 
contacting members of the congregation soliciting candidates for Council, Endowment Ministry, Nominat-
ing Committee and Synod Assembly Delegates. 
 

New Business: 
Hanging of the Greens will be Sunday, November 27, immediately after church. 
 

Finance Ministry recommended that Carol Gard be appointed by the Council to a 3 year term on the Audit 
Committee starting in 2012. Dave Dietrich made the motion, Nan Goff seconded, motion approved. 
 

Craig Lorentz, Terry Goff, with Pastor Shelksohn as advisor will solicit other members of the congregation 
to form a Search Committee for the Evangelist position. Though the congregation needs to approve this po-
sition at the annual meeting, the council thought that having a search committee in place would speed the 
process of filling this position. 
 

Reports: 
Treasurer’s report, Finance Ministry 
Correction made to October 2011 Council minutes concerning the times of Thanksgiving services. 
 

The council closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Next council meeting: Wednesday, December 14, 6:30 pm. 
Executive council: Wednesday, December 7, 5:30 pm. 
Devotions and snacks for next meeting: Linda Ericsson and Nancy Goff 
 

Respectfully submitted,    
Jan Jarrett 






