February 2017
Grace and Peace Lutheran Church

Cornerstone Newsletter
7611 N Knoxville Peoria, IL 61614 309-693-8428 www.graceandpeacelutheran.org

PASTOR’S PAGE
PASTOR LILLIE

Lent is Coming!
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, February 14,
which is also Valentine’s Day this year. In
order to observe both days, I will take my
wife out for a nice luncheon at noon, and then
in the evening we will go to church to begin
our Lenten fast with the imposition of ashes.
Lent has always been a 40 day time of
reflection and repentance. In Lutheran
churches we can be overly somber, forgetting
that the Sundays in Lent are not part of the
Lenten fast. They are Sundays “in” Lent
and not “of” Lent. While we fast, pray,
and observe the solemnities of Lent during
the week, the Sundays in Lent are still celebrations of Christ’s resurrection. In fact every
Sunday is a festival of our Lord’s resurrection.
The word “lent” comes from an old English
word “lencten,” meaning Spring, that time
of year when our cold, frozen earth begins to
thaw out and bear new life. I have scooped
snow in early Lent, but by Easter the tulips and
other flowers are in full bloom. Even our creation celebrates the new life of our risen Lord!
Lent can also serve as a time of personal
growth. We grow in faith and love and
service to our Lord. Churches schedule
special worship services, especially during
Holy Week. Many set aside time for prayer,
meditation, and special devotions. Some even
make sacrifices, “give up something for Lent.”
I once gave up playing football during Lent,
which was no sacrifice at all! Such special
devotions help us grow spiritually and we
benefit from such activity.

Color is important in this season of Lent.
At Mardi Gras they throw beads of green,
purple, and gold. The purple stands for Lent;
the gold stands for Easter; and the green
represents new life. Our altar cloths are purple
in Lent to remind us of the sorrows of Christ.
During Holy Week the color changes to red
to remind us of Christ’s suffering and death,
and his blood shed upon the cross. On Easter
the color changes to gold or white to commemorate Christ’s resurrection. We travel from
somber purple to the red blood of Holy Week
to the joyful white/gold of Easter.
Also remember that Easter is not just one day!
Easter is a season of 50 days during which
we celebrate that wondrous day of our
Lord’s resurrection.
So get ready, Grace and Peace! There is
a journey before us! We travel from suffering
to death to life.
Blessing
Pastor Lillie, Interim Pastor
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Important dates

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
INTERIM PASTOR ZIAH JOINS US
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4
309-266-6761 REVBJZ@GMAIL.COM

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 7:00PM

CHURCH COUNCIL RETREAT
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10 9:00-NOON

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19

LENT MOVIE NIGHTS

Bring family and friends to some great movies!

5:45/6:00PM
WEDNESDAYS, FEBRUARY 21, 28
WEDNESDAYS, MARCH 7, 14, 21

This newsletter was printed prior to the
Annual Meeting so the names of our Council
leaders have not been decided, however we
can always pray for our leaders and the work
that they do for our church. Their commitment is admirable. A special thank you to
Pastor Lillie for his leadership and teaching
this past six months. We look forward to
his joining us again in April. Beginning
February 4 through Easter, Pastor Ziah will
be our interim Pastor. Please give her our
warm Grace and Peace welcome.

LENTEN FEATURE FILMS ARE BACK INVITE FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES!!
Lenten Mid-Week Feature Films will resume, beginning Wednesday evening, February 21
at 6:00pm, doors open at 5:45pm. The Easter Season is right around the corner and we will
observe the Wednesdays of Lent through our fourth annual Movies For Lent Series. So mark
your calendars for the five consecutive Wednesday evenings beginning February 21 through
March 21 — and come to our free movies, enjoy some free food and delightful fellowship.
Remember to invite your family and friends! (See the next page for more information)

ASH WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE FEBRUARY 14 7:00PM

Invite your friends and family to some great movies this Lent!!!

Please join us for an evening worship service and impositioning of ashes
as we set our hearts and minds for the Lenten season.

Case For Christ — February 21
This movie is based on the true story of an award-winning investigative journalist —
and avowed atheist — who applies his well-honed journalistic and legal skills to disprove
the newfound Christian faith of his wife that results in unexpected, life-altering results.

The Shack — February 28
Based on the New York Times best-selling novel, The Shack takes us on a father’s
uplifting spiritual journey. After suffering a family tragedy, Mack Phillips [Sam Worthington]
spirals into a deep depression causing him to question his innermost beliefs. Facing a crisis
of faith, he receives a mysterious letter urging him to an abandoned shack deep in the
Oregon wilderness. Despite his doubts, Mack journeys to the shack and encounters an
enigmatic trio of strangers led by a woman named Papa [Octavia Spencer]. Through this
meeting, Mack finds important truths that will transform his understanding of his
tragedy and change his life forever.

Faith Like Potatoes — March 7
Based on the inspiring true story of Angus Buchan’s autobiographical book,
Faith Like Potatoes was adapted for the big screen by award winning actor and director,
Regardt van der Bergh, and weaves together the moving journey of a man who, like his
potatoes, grows his faith, unseen until the harvest. This inspiring true story of a rugged
South African farmer, Angus Buchan, is set in the turbulent hills of the KZN Midlands.
Angus' manic quest for material success is slowly transformed into a wild love for God
and people, as he wrestles with faith, hope, natural disasters, and tragic personal loss.

Ben Hur — March 14
Ben Hur is the epic story of Judah Ben-Hur (Jack Huston), a prince falsely accused of
treason by his adopted brother Messala (Toby Kebbell), an officer in the Roman army.
Stripped of his title, separated from his family and the woman he loves (Nazanin Boniadi),
Judah is forced into slavery. After years at sea, Judah returns to his homeland to seek
revenge, but finds redemption. Based on Lew Wallace’s timeless novel, Ben-Hur:
A Tale of the Christ. Also starring Morgan Freeman and Rodrigo Santoro.

Son of God — March 21
The larger-than-life story of The New Testament gets a larger-than life treatment in
the stand-alone feature Son of God. Told with the scope and scale of an action epic,
the film features powerful performances, exotic locales, dazzling visual effects
and a rich orchestral score from Oscar®-winner Hans Zimmer.
Portuguese actor Diogo Morgado portrays Jesus as the film
spans from his humble birth through his teachings,
crucifixion and ultimate resurrection. It marks the
first motion picture about Jesus's life since Passion
of the Christ, released ten years ago.

Friends

We will meet at church at noon on Tuesday, February 13 for fellowship and
food. We will have a light lunch and play games, visit, etc. In March, we will
go to the Riverfront Museum for Senior Wednesday. More information will
be in the next Cornerstone newsletter. Carol Gard

MIRIAM CIRCLE TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 7:00PM

Helping around the world

Games!

FIFTY PLUS FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 NOON

OUR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF STORY AND OTHER PROJECTS

Next Generation

+

Posted by LWR on their facebook page — “At Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
in Peoria, Illinois, quilting for LWR is a project for all ages! Sisters Esther and
Hannah, with the help from quilter Barbara Purple, learned how to cut squares
to kickoff Grace and Peace’s 2018 quilt production.
They’re joining a group dedicated to supporting
LWR — last year the congregation made 120 quilts
and 122 Personal Care Kits. It looks like Esther
and Hannah will have their work cut out for them!”

Miriam Circle will meet the second Tuesday, February 13 at church.
Please join us. Carol Gard

We just got a packet from LWR with the usual map of the world and where
our quilts go. In 2017 LWR serviced 22 countries with many quilts and kits.
The map is posted on the Great Room wall so take a moment to look at it.
They are calling the Lenten season “A Season of Hope.” Please Give, Make,
Worship, and Pray. There are great stories about quilting groups all over the
US but especially in the Midwest. One group in Wisconsin has made 23,865
quilts, about 30 miles worth, since 1979. We can’t claim that number but our
120 in 2017 were added to the rest of the quilts coming into the Maryland
and Minnesota depots to make a grand total of 305,490.
Many of the quilters are in their 90’s with years of service behind them.
There are also several clever names such as “The Piece Makers.” As I have
mentioned before, we are aGAPe — using our church’s initials and standing
for “A Grace and Peace Effort.” We are also standing in the GAP between those
who have and those who have not. We will be starting our season in March.
There are many other wonderful projects on our plate in the spring as well.
The Ton of Food for a Ton of Good begins Ash Wednesday; we will have quarter
folders available for those who wish to use them during Lent; Good Shepherd
Sunday, benefiting Lutheran Social Services, will be in April, and you can start
stock piling your towels for our Tower of Towels in June.
We thank you in advance for your WARM HEARTS and GENEROSITY.
Roberta Dietrich

Heartfelt
Feeding our neighbors

MANY THANKS
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all the words of encouragement, prayers, cards, the healing service, meals, and financial support
you have provided us with lately (and ever). Words cannot express
what it means to us during this time of uncertainty. Your generosity has
reminded me to trust in the Lord always. He will make all things right.
Only God knows what the future holds, please continue to pray that
he will deliver us to a good place in His time and His way.
Kelly, Steve, Collin, and Addisyn Smet

OF FOOD FOR A
OF GOOD!
IT’S BACK!
The chance to indulge your competitive spirit to help your local community!
Ton of Food for a Ton of Good food drive will begin Sunday, February 18,
and run through Palm Sunday, March 25. Bring your food each Sunday,
put a sticky note on it with the quantity of cans/boxes you brought and
what team you’re on, and we’ll see how fast we can collect 2,000 items
and beyond!
THE TOP 10 MOST NEEDED ITEMS ARE:
 Peanut Butter
 Spaghetti Sauce
 Jelly
 Cereal – 10 to 15 ounce
 Canned Tuna Fish
 Hamburger Helper
 Canned Chicken
 Crackers like Saltines
 Pasta – 1 pound
 Canned Fruits and Vegetables
Donations will be taken to the
South Side Mission. If you are
able and willing to help deliver
the food one week to South Side’s
Benevolence Center warehouse
on Garden Street, please contact
Jan Jarrett, 692-9794.

Finding Financial Peace

DAVE RAMSEY'S FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
RETURNS TO GRACE AND PEACE
WHEN:
Thursdays, January 11 - March 9, 7:00pm
WHAT:
What if you knew where all your money was going each month?
What if you were debt-free, investing, and making wise spending decisions?
With Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University class, you CAN take control
of your money — whether you’re just starting out or whether you are retired
and on a fixed income. Learn how to live and give abundantly without worry.

Grace and Peace outreach program

HOW:
To register,
go to www.fpu.com/1052849
Contact Hilary Shirven at 309-472-7508
or BabyBodyBirthPeoria@gmail.com
with any questions.

HAVE YOU “LIKED” US ON FACEBOOK?
Facebook is now a very active and effective part of the Grace and Peace
outreach to our community. With over 260 people liking our page, most
of whom are from outside the immediate Grace and Peace family,
we touch thousands of people each week with our messages and news.
We now regularly post video of Pastor Lillie’s sermons, news of the
Grace and Peace family, inspirational links, events, and a range of
news and content from ELCA church wide.
When you “like” our page (you can find us by searching in the Facebook
search bar for @graceandpeacelutheran, you extend our coverage and
reach to your own social network.
This is a small step you can take to extend our ministry and message
at no cost to you or the congregation.

Giving items a new home!

JANUARY Church Council Minutes

Continued

JANUARY Church Council Minutes

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

February
Hannah Shirven, Jim Claude, Rhonda Lorentz, Lana Staelens
Ethel Theinert, Lauren Huskins, Ron Groth, Jonathan Goff
Coral Quitschau, Cheryl Rauhaus, Ken Jackson

March
Laura Tomblin, Kelly Smet, Addisyn Smet, Richard Popp,
Gary Smith, Barbara Purple, Ken Armstrong

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

