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Ziah’s Zingers

Oh, my Lord... I remember when I went running
into the wilderness. I ran, and ran, and ran
until one night I was so stuck in the thorns
and brambles that I could not run any more.
I looked around. It was a wild, dark, and
windy night with a howling wind. I cried out
in anguish. I fought, and struggled, and tore
around at the branches until I bled. I thought
I had to pull the thorns from my flesh all by
myself and then find my own way home to you.
I couldn’t do it. My very soul cracked open and
bled. I wanted you, my God. “Mommy” was in
my cry. “Daddy” was in my cry.
I heard your gentle voice, “Barbara,” you said.
I raised my head and there you were, torn and
bleeding. My Lord, you had been so close that
my struggles caused you to hurt with me.
Oh my God, how I wanted you. I wanted to be
in your arms. “But I can’t,” I said. “I can’t fix
this, all these thorns are stuck to me. I can’t
pull them off. I can’t get rid of them.”
“Barbara,” you said, “See how your heart is
broken, see how you bleed, see how you cry
with your blood and tears, with my blood
and tears. Let me cleanse you.”

“My Lord, my God, I will surely hurt you.”
“My child,” he whispered, “my child,
let me love you anyway.”
I turned and fell into your arms. Behold!
In the turning, the brambles and thorns fell
off. Scratched, broken, bleeding, I was home
right there in the wilderness. I saw a path
that we would take; together we would
take it through the wilderness. So, we’ll go.
Just hold me a little tighter, feed me a little
more, let me rest a moment longer, then
together, my Lord and I, together we’ll go on.

Grace it was and grace it is
with you my Lord.
Lent continues.

God calls. Turn to God.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Barbara J. Ziah
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ASSISTING MINISTERS

LAY READERS
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Laura Tomblin & Jeannie Wineland
Roberta & Ron Groth
Vicki Bittner & Jan Jarrett
Emily, Julie & Brian Smith
Sarah & Ken Armstrong
Barb Purple & Mike Page

Nan Goff
Deb Meyer
Andrew Loebach
Roberta Groth
Linda Ericsson
—

Chris Golden
Juanita Eftefield
Ann Joyce
Linda Ericsson
—
—
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COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

PRAYER PARTNERS

OFFERING COUNTERS
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Laura Tomblin & Jeannie Wineland
Roberta & Ron Groth
Vicki Bittner & Jan Jarrett
Emily & Julie Smith
Sarah and Ken Armstrong
—

Linda Ericsson & Laura Tomblin
Nancy Claude & Terry Goff
Chris Mitchell & Andrew Loebach
Carol Gard & Ann Joyce
Sue Hughes & Deb Meyer
Nan & Terry Goff

Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer
Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer
Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer
Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer
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COFFEE HOUR

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

4
11
18
25

Still available for hosting
Dietrichs — Becky’s Birthday
Dietrichs — Barb’s Birthday
Palm Sunday — Still available

The Dietrichs
The Dietrichs
The Dietrichs
The Dietrichs

World Day of Prayer — March 2
will be celebrated in more than 170 countries on
Friday, March 2. Take time to reflect on your family,
community, country, our missionaries, and the world.
May God pour his blessings down on all of us.
If you need the church unlocked contact March Key Person — Julie Smith

Important dates

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
INTERIM PASTOR — BARBARA ZIAH
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4 — APRIL 1
309-266-6761 REVBJZ@GMAIL.COM

LENT MOVIE NIGHTS

5:45/6:00PM
WEDNESDAYS, MARCH 7, 14, 21

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
SUNDAY, MARCH 11

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE
MONDAY, MARCH 19

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, MARCH 22 6:30PM

PALM SUNDAY

Bring family and friends to some great movies!

SUNDAY, MARCH 25

2018 LEADERS
Once again Grace and Peace
will be lead by outstanding
members — dedicated, committed,
and qualified. Please keep them in your
prayers as they continue to direct our
church forward in doing Christ’s bidding.
President — Terry Goff
Christian Education — Kelly Smet, Vice Pres.
Community Action/Nurture — Cheriz Kunkel
Evangelism — Mary Whitledge
Finance — Craig Lorentz
Long Range Planning — Linda Ericsson
Property — Mike Page
Stewardship — Jan Jarrett, Secretary
Worship and Music — Nan Goff

LENTEN FILMS ARE BACK — INVITE FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES!!
Lenten Mid-Week Feature Films have begun again. Doors open at 5:45pm
and the films begin at 6:00pm. Mark your calendars for consecutive
Wednesday evenings through March 21 — and come to our free movies,
enjoy some free food, and delightful fellowship. Remember to invite your
family and friends! (See the next page for more information)

Invite your friends and family to some great movies this Lent!!!

Case For Christ — February 21
This movie is based on the true story of an award-winning investigative journalist —
and avowed atheist — who applies his well-honed journalistic and legal skills to disprove
the newfound Christian faith of his wife that results in unexpected, life-altering results.

The Shack — February 28
Based on the New York Times best-selling novel, The Shack takes us on a father’s
uplifting spiritual journey. After suffering a family tragedy, Mack Phillips (Sam Worthington)
spirals into a deep depression causing him to question his innermost beliefs. Facing a crisis
of faith, he receives a mysterious letter urging him to an abandoned shack deep in the
Oregon wilderness. Despite his doubts, Mack journeys to the shack and encounters an
enigmatic trio of strangers led by a woman named Papa (Octavia Spencer). Through this
meeting, Mack finds important truths that will transform his understanding of his
tragedy and change his life forever.

Faith Like Potatoes — March 7
Based on the inspiring true story of Angus Buchan’s autobiographical book,
Faith Like Potatoes was adapted for the big screen by award winning actor and director,
Regardt van der Bergh, and weaves together the moving journey of a man who, like his
potatoes, grows his faith, unseen until the harvest. This inspiring true story of a rugged
South African farmer, Angus Buchan, is set in the turbulent hills of the KZN Midlands.
Angus’ manic quest for material success is slowly transformed into a wild love for God
and people, as he wrestles with faith, hope, natural disasters, and tragic personal loss.

Ben Hur — March 14
Ben Hur is the epic story of Judah Ben-Hur (Jack Huston), a prince falsely accused of
treason by his adopted brother Messala (Toby Kebbell), an officer in the Roman army.
Stripped of his title, separated from his family and the woman he loves (Nazanin Boniadi),
Judah is forced into slavery. After years at sea, Judah returns to his homeland to seek
revenge, but finds redemption. Based on Lew Wallace’s timeless novel, Ben-Hur:
A Tale of the Christ. Also starring Morgan Freeman and Rodrigo Santoro.

Son of God — March 21
The larger-than-life story of the New Testament gets a larger-than life treatment in
the stand-alone feature Son of God. Told with the scope and scale of an action epic,
the film features powerful performances, exotic locales, dazzling visual effects
and a rich orchestral score from Oscar®-winner Hans Zimmer.
Portuguese actor Diogo Morgado portrays Jesus as the film
spans from his humble birth through his teachings,
crucifixion, and ultimate resurrection. It marks the
first motion picture about Jesus’s life since Passion
of the Christ, released ten years ago.

On Wednesday, March 14th, we will meet at the RiverFront Museum at 10ish.
We will have a presentation on the bicentennial exhibit, featuring people and
objects from Illinois. After the presentation we will be able to see the exhibit.
It should be interesting to learn more about our state. We can park in the
garage next to the museum. Carol Gard

Friends

Illinois

FIFTY PLUS FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14 10ISH

MIRIAM CIRCLE TUESDAY, MARCH 13 7:00PM

Giving little girls hope!

+

MAKE LITTLE DRESSES FOR AFRICA AT GRACE AND PEACE

Miriam Circle will meet the second Tuesday, March 13 at church.
Please join us. Carol Gard

Saturday, April 14, 9:00am to Noon
Little Dresses for Africa is a nonprofit organization originally
providing relief to orphaned children in the remote villages
of Africa. The girl orphans are the most devalued and
abused in the culture, and Rachel O’Neill founded
Little Dresses for Africa to give these little girls hope and
let them know they are worthy. This program has expanded
and now dresses (and boys’ shorts) are delivered to 47
countries in Africa and 37 other countries including locations in the US.
The simple dresses are made from a pillowcase or equivalent length of
fabric and are distributed through missionaries, mission groups, mailed
directly, or shipped in containers. Grace and Peace will coordinate our shipment
through Nancy’s Notions, an online sewing retailer that supports this project.

How can you help?
Come to church on Saturday, April 14. We need people to sew
(please bring your sewing machine if you can), cut fabric, thread elastic.
through the necklines, iron seams, and pin the ribbons. All ages are welcome
Donate colorful pillowcases in good condition or lengths of cotton
or cotton blend fabric. Depending on the size made, the dresses can
take from 20” to 35” of fabric.
Donate ½” elastic or double-fold bias tape, or trim to jazz up the dresses.
Donate gift card to local fabric store, so we can buy extra supplies.

Men — if you’d like to be involved, there is a companion
project called “Britches for Boys” that collects boys shorts
up to size 12. Please avoid shorts with buttons or zippers, as these
can be difficult to repair in other countries. If you would like to donate
shorts for boys, bring them to church by Sunday, April 15.
A Thrivent grant is helping with expenses. Questions? Contact Carol Gard,
Roxanne Hochsprung, or Jan Jarrett of the Women’s Board.

Feeding our neighbors

OF FOOD FOR A
OF GOOD!
IT’S BACK!
The chance to indulge your competitive spirit to help your local community!
Ton of Food for a Ton of Good food drive began Sunday, February 18, and will run through
Palm Sunday, March 25. Bring your food each Sunday, put a sticky note on it with the
quantity of cans/boxes you brought and what team you’re on — and we’ll see how fast
we can collect 2,000 items and beyond!
THE TOP 10 MOST NEEDED ITEMS ARE:
 Peanut Butter
 Spaghetti Sauce
 Jelly
 Cereal – 10 to 15 ounce
 Canned Tuna Fish
 Hamburger Helper
 Canned Chicken
 Crackers like Saltines
 Pasta – 1 pound
 Canned Fruits and Vegetables

Preserving memories

Donations will be taken to the South Side Mission.
If you are able and willing to help deliver the food
one week to South Side’s Benevolence Center
warehouse on Garden Street, please contact
Jan Jarrett at 692-9794.

WOMEN’S SCRAP/CRAFT EVENT
First English Lutheran Church (FELC Gym)
Saturday, March 3 8:00am—8:00pm
Cost $30 — Includes table space, three meals, snacks,
door prizes. Bring you own craft supplies. There will be
some items available on the “Freebie Table.”
For more information see the flyer on the
Great Room bulletin board.

Friends and Loves

Kirsten Laderach February 18, 2018 Madagascar Vaovao

I am coming up on my three-year anniversary of arriving in Madagascar.
March 10, 2015, I first stepped on Malagasy soil and breathed Malagasy air.
Three years ago my head was spinning and my heart spent its days vacillating
between pounding in my chest and slipping to the pit of my stomach. What
did I say I would do? And who did I think I was? Over and over I asked as
I traveled around from city to city meeting person upon person all while
never knowing completely what I was doing or even where I was.
How funny to look back from a position of knowing what I couldn’t
have known I didn’t.
Since the New Year I have been able to visit all nine of the volunteers
at their sites. During this set of visits something shifted drastically from
previous visits at many of the sites. I’ve always enjoyed visiting, I’m too
social of a person not to, but the tenor and tone changed from business
and colleague to collaborator and friend. Was it me? Was it them? Is it we?
I feel one of the lessons life is repeatedly trying to teach me … and maybe
you have this one figured out already? … but life keeps trying to teach me
that everything takes longer than you think it will… relationships, projects,
travel, settling in a new home and in a new community, getting comfortable
with a new job…it always takes. so. long. I fight that reality over and over,
when will I just accept that time is so often the only thing that’s needed.
How can I get to know someone if I don’t spend time with them?
How can I learn a new skill if I don’t give the practice enough time?
How can I heal and be able to say good bye? Time, it’s always time.
Not always a quantity of time, but definitely a quality of time.
Something awoken in me not that long ago about this and my own
need to continue to lean in. To press forward. To give love and friendship,
to trust and stay open for the most positive and promising of outcomes …
in my work, my life and in my relationships.
Not stepping away from the hard stuff or the difficulties of life
either but leaning in to all. of. it.
And not blindly, or naively, but boldly and confidently and taking
moments as particular and precious. Regarding them as specific
and real, not judging or qualifying them. Just taking them for what
they are, with and from the beautiful people who share them with me.
And maybe this is
just an over flow of
positive energy and
recent conversations,
but I’ll take it and I’ll
keep moving with it.
Maybe you’ll take
it and move with
me too…

FEBRUARY Church Council Retreat Minutes

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

March
Laura Tomblin, Kelly Smet, Addisyn Smet, Richard Popp,
Gary Smith, Barbara Purple, Ken Armstrong

April
Juanita Eftefield, Roxanne Hochsprung, Roberta Groth, Gabe Hughes,
Hilary Shriven, Wally Hochsprung, Avi Shirven, Linda Ericsson,
Pamela Kovach, Winnie Lush, Julie Smith, Mary Jane Hinshaw

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

