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I’m Back

After two months in Hawaii and Iowa,
I have returned to Grace and Peace.
Before I left, I signed a contract with the
congregation to serve as your interim
pastor. My tenure extends from April 2
to September 30. I am looking forward to
serving you and renewing old friendships.
We have just celebrated Easter, and we
rejoice in the gift of new life which is ours
in Christ. Because he lives, we shall live
also, both now and in the life to come.
The darkness of Lent is over, and we
bask in the light of the Easter. New life
is infused into our dead lives.
Martin Luther reminds us that this
renewal must take place daily. Each new
day through prayer and repentance I must
die to sin, so that the new person of Christ
might arise in me again. It is a daily
struggle. But with each new day I get
another chance at living life as a child
of God. In many ways I get a fresh, new
start every day. It is true that on the last
day I will be resurrected to new life.
However, resurrection also happens to
me each day. Remembering my baptism
I die to sin, so that I might rise again to
newness of life. It happens every day!
Our bishop is fond of saying that every
pastor should serve in his or her first
parish for at least six years. By staying at
least six years the pastor will have to face
the consequences of his or her mistakes.
How true!! It is an axiom of ministry that
we will all make mistakes and screw up.

Our failures can cause serious harm to the
body of Christ. However, we all get another
chance. Christ’s resurrection empowers
dead bodies to live again. Our past can’t
paralyze us and bind us to our old sins.
Each day, remembering his death and
resurrection, I am freed to live and serve.
Each day is a chance to live again. Easter
is more than just a one time historical fact
from the past. Each day is new and fresh,
another chance to serve our God and
neighbor.
In our church calendars Easter is always
the first Sunday after the first full moon
occurring on or after the vernal equinox.
That’s hard to comprehend! The point that
I want to make is that the date of Easter
must first be determined before you can
calculate the date of all other moveable
church festivals. Once you know the date
of Easter, then you can figure out when
the other festivals will occur. Easter is
the anchor or the benchmark upon which
all other moveable festivals depend.
The same is true of life. I sin all the time
and I can really destroy the good of life.
Yet, Easter holds the hope of new life.
It is my anchor that reminds me that out
of my sins and death Christ offers me
another chance at new life. Everything
hinges on His resurrection. I die, but
He lives, and when Christ walked out
of the tomb on Easter morning, he was
carrying me.
Happy Easter, Pastor Lillie

Volunteers

WK

GREETERS

ASSISTING MINISTERS

LAY READERS

Roberta and David Dietrich

Andrew Loebach

Bret Shirven
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Manoa Ralison and Christian Harr
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Roxanne Hochsprung
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Vicki Bittner and Sue Hughes

Hilary Shirven

Jan Jarrett
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Linda Ericsson

Sue Hughes
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COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

PRAYER PARTNERS

OFFERING COUNTERS

Roberta and David Dietrich

Nancy Claude and Andrew Loebach

Carol Gard and Pam Kovach

13

Manoa Ralison and Christian Harr

Deb Meyer and Terry Goff
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Carol Gard and Laura Tomblin

Carol Gard and Sue Hughes
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ALTAR GUILD

COFFEE HOUR

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

Mary Jane Hinshaw

Art and Shirley Rauhaus’
62nd Wedding Anniversary

Carol Gard
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Roxanne Hochsprung

Manoa Ralison and Christian Harr
Illinois Central College Graduation

No support donated

20

Mary Jane Hinshaw

Cheriz Kunkle and Andrew Loebach
Celebrating Devon’s 3rd Birthday

No support donated

27

Roxanne Hochsprung

Miriam Circle

No support donated

6

6

6

If you need the church unlocked contact May Key Person — Deb Meyer

Important dates

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
INTERIM PASTOR JAMES LILLIE
309-678-0226 JASRLILLIE@GMAIL.COM

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
LAURA ON VACATION FRIDAY, MAY 4

FIRST COMMUNION SUNDAY
SUNDAY, MAY 6 (ESTHER SHIRVEN)

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, MAY 17 6:30PM

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

2017 ENDOWMENT FUND DISTRIBUTION
His Helping Hands
Manoa Ralison Scholarship
Peoria Friendship House
Center for Prevention of Abuse
Rotary Club of Peoria North
Camp Big Sky
LSSI
South Side Office of Concern

$2500
$1500
$2500
$2500
$ 500
$2250
$5500
$2200

Brent Dornon and the Endowment Committee

LAURA ON VACATION MAY 17, 18, 21

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE
MONDAY, MAY 21

Ministering through the efforts of LSSI

MEMORIAL DAY — OFFICE CLOSED

THANK YOU … THANK YOU … THANK YOU
Thank you for your support and participation in our April 15
and April 22 emphasis on the work of Lutheran Social Services
of Illinois (LSSI), our largest partner in providing ministry to
those in need within our community and state.
LSSI Director of Development Molly Arnoldt joined us for
worship, delivered our message, shared fellowship, and led
an Adult Forum on Sunday, April 15. A congregational donor
matched contributions up to our goal of $3,001, and our
contributions to LSSI stands to be matched by an LSSI donor
up to $25,000. That meant $1 given at Grace and Peace
had the opportunity to total $4 received by LSSI.
Our results?
As of April 22, our congregational giving, including our
matching donor gift totaled 15+, a very much appreciated
increase from last year’s remarkable $3,000 gift!
One in every 201 Illinois residents is touched by the work
of LSSI in some way. Coupled with Grace and Peace’s
volunteers, food baskets, foster family Christmas gifts and
other involvement — this partnership is healthy, well, and
serving those in need.
Thank you indeed!

Mark your calendar

FIRST COMMUNION FOR ESTHER
Sunday, May 6th, Esther Shirven will be experiencing her First Communion. And
since she is in the Third Grade she will receive a Bible from Pastor and the church.
Please help her celebrate this major milestone in her Christian faith.

MIRIAM CIRCLE TUESDAY, MAY 8 7:00PM
Miriam Circle will meet on the second Tuesday of the month which is May 8, at
7:00pm at church. Please join us for Bible Study and fellowship. Carol Gard

Volunteers needed

+

FIFTY PLUS FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP WEDNESDAY, MAY 9 10:00AM
We will NOT meet on Tuesday, May 1st, instead we will take advantage of
Senior Wednesday on May 9, at the Riverfront Museum. Refreshments at
10:00am, program begins at 10:30 followed by the movie on the big
screen. Learn more about “America’s Musical Journey.”
In June we will go to the Wheels of Time Museum. They are not open on Tuesdays
so we will try for a Wednesday. The LeTourno Steel House should be ready to see,
plus other new things since our last trip. There is a charge for admission. More
information will be in the June Cornerstone. Carol Gard

REMAINING SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE FOR THE YEAR
Christian Ed is looking for a few people to help with the remaining Sunday
School schedule for the youth. Dates needed are: May 6th, 13th, and the
20th. Please considering helping with the spiritual growth of our youth.

COMING JULY 27—28 — 29 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
A new, redesigned VBS is coming July 27—28—29! More information to come!
Remember to invite kids, grandkids, and friends. It will be multi-generational.

Many thanks

BLESSED BY YOU
Thank you for the overwhelming support, with prayers, well wishes, cards, meals,
and financial help. I can’t imagine where we would be without your help and
generosity! I feel very sad for those going through similar trials and not having
faith in God or the love and support of family and friends. Please continue on
this journey with us. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!
Kelly, Steve, Collin, and Addisyn Smet

THANKS
Thank you everyone for your generous donations at my birthday Coffee Hour.
I am going with the Penguin Project to perform at the International Kiwanis
Convention in Las Vegas with my fellow penguins. I am excited for this
opportunity. It will be my first airplane ride and I hope to see the Las Vegas
51’s minor league baseball team (and of course get a few pocket schedules),
in addition to performing. If you have any questions about the Penguin Project
please ask me or grandma. Thank you for your continued support. Gabe Hughes

Updates from Roberta

AGAPE
Last month we did one day of aGAPe and got eight quilts finished!! In the month
of May we will have three work sessions – Wednesdays — May 2, 16, and 30.
We start about 11:30am.
Kristina Glenzinski got four boxes of quilt sets done and has started on another
two boxes. So far I have done eleven, so our production is underway. A little bird
told me that there were four sewing machines at the African Dress Work Day.
The samples in the Great Room look great. Maybe one or two of you could come
to aGAPe? Roberta Dietrich

TOWER OF TOWELS
Tower of Towels is coming up on Sunday, June 24. Find your bargains and bring
them that day. The towels should be about 27” x 54” and Walmart seems to have
the best price. We still have Mark Golden as our measuring stick for the project.
Roberta Dietrich

THRIVENT FOOD BASKETS FOR LSSI

Shining brighter

Thrivent Food Baskets for LSSI will be assembled on Friday, May 18, at 1:00pm.
We have our Team Action Cards to help with the expense and always have a fun
time putting everything together for about 18 families in need. Last time a case
worker stopped by the room to thank us very much for our efforts. It made us feel
great. Roberta Dietrich

NEED A LIFT?
The lights above the altar have been replaced with LED type bulbs. The lights
were also re-aimed to improve visibility and improve contrast on the video
screens. Sanctuary ceiling fan motors were inspected and found to be in good
order. Fan control switches were inspected and found to be partially or completely
non-functional. Switches were replaced. Two of the three bulbs in the parking lot
light were replaced. The light above the main entrance was inspected and the bulb
replaced. L & F Electrical completed all work. The man-lift required for the job is
shown in the photos below. Thank you to Terry Goff and Mary Whitledge for their
assistance in aiming the altar lights. Mark Golden

Bringing hope to young girls!

LITTLE DRESSES FOR AFRICA BRING HOPE TO YOUNG GIRLS
What a worthwhile ministry! A morning of sewing produced almost a dozen
little dresses to go to some very deserving girls. Little Dresses for Africa is
a nonprofit organization originally providing relief to orphaned children in
the remote villages of Africa. The girl orphans are the most devalued and
abused in the culture — these dresses made from pillowcases are intended
to give these little girls hope and let them know they are worthy.

Focusing on Safety and Security

SAFETY AND SECURITY AT GRACE AND PEACE
Your Church Council, with the support of your Property Ministry
and donors is providing a strong emphasis on upgrading our
safety and security preparedness at Grace and Peace this year.
Very visible are our newly installed AED, cardiac defibrillator,
is located just outside of our kitchen. The device is available for
immediate use and provides clear, verbal and graphic instructions
in case our parish nurse or one of our trained congregants is not
present. In addition to the actual AED, the lower shelf of the cabinet
includes an emergency kit with scissors, gloves, and other supplies.
Also very visible is our newly installed commercial grade First Aid Kit,
just inside the kitchen at the doorway to the Sanctuary. This kit is
well stocked to support our Parish Nurse and other congregant
first responders in case of injury. It has a handle on top and can be
lifted from the wall to be carried to an injured person. This kit also
includes NARCAN supplies for response to overdose circumstances.
We are working to arrange a CPR, AED, and NARCAN training
opportunity to those interested in the near future.
For weather emergencies, our weather radio is located in the kitchen
and is to be left activated 24/7 to alert us to advisories, watches,
and warnings affecting our location. The radio should never be
turned off and can be silenced when needed by pressing the
“Weather/Snooze” button on the face of the radio. Fresh batteries
are installed as we prepare for the coming weather season.
Our Property Ministry identified the “Safe Area” for weather
events to be the front left corner of the Sanctuary, inside and just
outside the Left Sacristy room. The Team judged this to be the most
structurally secure part of our building in the case of severe weather.
Our Fire Alarm System just received new batteries and a physical
test, so it should be prepared as well and five fire extinguishers
are available, one in the sanctuary, one in the narthex, one in
the choir loft, one in the kitchen, and one in the furnace room.
Please familiarize yourself with their location.
A new Security Camera System is now installed with eight cameras,
four inside the building and four outside the building. This system
allows our office to view folks approaching the building before
granting access, will provide police-recommended monitoring
capabilities while we are in worship, and off-site monitoring
capabilities once completely set up. The system does record
activity based upon motion sensors in the cameras to assist in
investigation should an incident or suspicious activity be noted.
Congregational familiarization with our safety and security
preparedness and response approaches to the unfortunate
prospect of active assailant presence in the church at an Adult
Forum on Sunday, April 29. Our mantras provided in that training
are “Run-Hide-Fight” and “W-I-N” (What’s Important Now).
Feel free to contact our Congregational Council President Terry Goff
or Parish Nurse Sue Hughes should you have questions.

A Very Special Love Story

SERENDIPITY

Lutheran Hillside Village

WHAT IS A “NO BAKE / BAKE SALE” ?

All families have interesting stories; I would like to
tell you a little bit about my family, specifically my
sister Karen. She has a love story spanning decades.
How did you find me…after all these years? is a
Family Memoir written by my sister, her current
husband, daughter, and son-in-law. You may ask
what is so special about this family story? It starts in
the late 1950’s: young love, Lutheran Social Services
of Minnesota, a baby born August 13, 1961, Army,
college, marriages, children, divorce, death, and if I
told you anything more, you wouldn’t need to read the
book! For me personally, our parents never told me
anything about my sister’s story, nor did my Mother
ever mention it to me as long as she lived! Wally told
me shortly before we got married! And in fact, there
are things in the book I never knew about until I read it!
If you are looking for an easy read this summer, you
might want to consider this true story. Karen, Dennis, and daughter Jean have been featured on
KARE 11 television in Minneapolis; interviewed by the BBC, as well as other radio stations and
newspapers. In February, the Steve Harvey Show flew them to Los Angeles and they appeared
in person on Steve Harvey’s afternoon television show. They tell me it was quite the experience!
Karen and Dennis are coming to visit Wally and I the weekend of May 19-20.
They have book signings scheduled:
Saturday, May 29, from 1:00-4:00pm at Barnes and Noble, Big Hollow Road
Sunday, May 20, from 1:00-3:00pm at the Peoria Public Library, Lakeview Branch
We don’t see each other very often so this should be a good visit and they will probably come
to church with us on Sunday, May 20. I stopped at their house in Northfield, Minnesota last
summer coming home from the Women of the ELCA Triennial and met Jean for the first time.
For those of us born in the 40’s, 50’s, and 60’s, this easy read will bring back memories.
The book also demonstrates the long standing importance of Lutheran Social Service in the
lives of individuals. Whether or not you decide to read the book, just thought I would pass
along an interesting family story. Roxanne Hochsprung

NO

Typically LWGP asks for donations of baked goods in early
May. Since we no longer have an LWGP representative as a
coordinator, there will not be a bake sale. In lieu of pies,
brownies, cookies, and small breads — we are requesting a donation towards
Lutheran Hillside Village’s Benevolent Fund. With the support of monetary donations,
LHV is able to cover the shortfall between the resources of residents and the cost of quality
care. The Benevolent Fund provides for the needs of those who have outlived their resources
and LWGP regularly raises money for this worthy cause.
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted… Ephesians 4:32 Checks made payable to: LWGP, memo
line Benevolent Fund c/o Arlene Rush, PO Box 202, Metamora, IL 61548 Thank you!

APRIL Church Council Meeting Minutes
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APRIL Church Council Meeting Minutes

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

May
Bobbie Yoder, Don Yoder, Sandy Peterson, Jeff Smith, Sharon Bontz,
Austin Lorentz, Sarah Braun, Jessica Thompson, Cindy Shelksohn,
Pastor Hanson, Helen Hamilton, Jeanne Wineland, Art Rauhaus, Jack South

June
Jan Jarrett, Richard Joyce, Mike Love, Sam Sylvester, Erin Braun
Jacob Hughes, Marilyn South, Diane Page

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

