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Summertime

When I was a child, summertime started in late
June, after the last day of school and it lasted until
Labor Day. Those were carefree days, filled with play,
swimming in Lake Erie, and camping. We were allowed
to be kids. July and August were ours to do as we
please. There were some summertime duties like
mowing the yard, but we mostly played and had
a good time. Those days are gone forever!
Today children are over scheduled and very busy
during the summertime. Kids have camps, summer
schools, sports, music, and a myriad of events to
attend. Parents are kept busy, running their children
from one activity to another. Time is filled with
swimming lessons, music rehearsals, sports practice,
part-time jobs, and a host of events, designed to keep
us busy, learning, and engaged. In fact, most parents
complain that they and their children are too busy,
so busy that they welcome the return of school classes
and things can slow down. But even when school
starts in the fall, the over scheduling and busyness
never stops.
I do not necessarily advocate a return to the slower
pace of the good old days. However, we all need time
to just slow down and enjoy life. We need to reflect,
meditate, and rest in order to recharge our empty
spirits. It is good to slow down and enjoy the beauty of
God’s creation and think of how we are part of God’s
good creation. Why am I here? What is the purpose
of my life? How can I live a better life? What does God
ask of me? Why should I “slow down and smell the
roses”? What benefit is there in being so busy?
Let’s take some time, slow down, and enjoy living!

I once worked at a tree farm and nursery as a high
school student. The boss insisted that all workers had
to take two weeks of vacation each summer, and this
was the busiest time of year! He insisted that we
needed that time. I asked him, if I could be exempt
from this rule. I reasoned that I was a student, and
the summer was the only time I could work and make
money for school. He rejected my request. He told me
that I needed a break like everyone else. I protested
that this was the only opportunity I had to make money
for school. He told me in no uncertain terms: you will
take two weeks off! He then added, “I will pay you for
those two weeks.” What a generous offer! He went on
to tell me that we all need time to rest and vacation.
Life today is hectic. People have so much to do, and
our schedules are packed. We are truly a busy people.
So God created the Sabbath. It is Hebrew for “rest.”
On the seventh day of creation God rested and blessed
the Sabbath and made it holy. Even God needed time
to stop work and rest from the work of creating the
universe. And so do we! This day of rest was created
so that we could pause from our busy week to worship
and thank God for all the blessings of creation.
Built within the design of creation is a day to rest,
reflect, and enjoy some time with God.
During the summer many people take vacations and
travel all over our land. Be sure to honor the Sabbath
and take some time off from your busy schedule for
worship. We need such time to recharge our spiritual
batteries and thank God for all the blessings we have.
Quiet time, singing time, and praying time help restore
the soul and balance our lives. It’s summertime!
Enjoy some time with God. Pastor Lillie

Volunteers

WK

GREETERS

ASSISTING MINISTERS

LAY READERS

1

Roberta and Ron Groth

Deb Meyer

Mary Jane Hinshaw

8

Nan Goff, Essie and Hannah Shirven

Andrew Loebach

Chris Golden

15

Deb Meyer and Laura Tomblin

Nan Goff

Sid Peterson

22

Ann Joyce, Julie and Emily Smith

Roberta Groth

Laura Tomblin

Linda Ericsson

Mark Golden

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

PRAYER PARTNERS

ALTAR GUILD

1

Roberta and Ron Groth

Deb Meyer and Laura Tomblin

8

Nan Goff, Essie and Hannah Shirven

Nancy Claude and Andrew Loebach

15

Deb Meyer and Laura Tomblin

Nan and Terry Goff

22

Ann Joyce, Julie and Emily Shirven

Carol Gard and Ann Joyce

29
WK

29
WK

Linda Ericsson and Sue Hughes
COFFEE HOUR

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

COUNTERS

1

No one is signed up to host

Carol Gard

Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer

8

No one is signed up to host

No support donated

Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer

15

Diane and Mike Page

No support donated

Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer

22

No one is signed up to host

Mary Whitledge

Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer

22

VBS — Very Bold Scene

Helen Hamilton

Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer

If you need the church unlocked contact July Key Person — Kelly Smet

Important dates

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
INTERIM PASTOR JAMES LILLIE
309-678-0226 JASRLILLIE@GMAIL.COM

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
INDEPENDANCE DAY WEDNESDAY, JULY 4

PASTOR ON VACATION
MONDAY, JULY 16 — SUNDAY, JULY 22

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, JULY 19 6:30PM

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE
MONDAY, JULY 23

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 27-29
FRIDAY — DINNER, GAMES, LOCK-IN
SATURDAY — INTERGENERATIONAL EVENT
SUNDAY — SWIMMING PARTY

2018 CENTRAL / SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
SYNOD ASSEMBLY
Synod Assembly started this year on June 7,
at the I-Hotel and Conference Center in
Champaign. The theme of the assembly was
“Remember, I am with you always, to the end
of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) The assembly is the
place where much of the “business” of the
synod takes place, but there is time for
reconnecting with friends and associates
that you only see once a year.
The keynote this year was done in the form
of a Bible study by Dr. Martin Lohrmann,
Assistant Professor of Lutheran Confessions
and Heritage, Wartburg Seminary.
Ms. Sue Rothmeyer, Assistant to the
Secretary / Executive for Office of the Secretary
Administration, was this year’s representative
for the ELCA and gave the national report.

Don’t miss this event!

Continued on page 6

For July we will go to the Peoria River Front Museum for Senior Morning
on July 11. We will meet in the lobby for snacks and a short commentary
before moving to the planetarium for a program on ‘Solar Superstorms.’
Doors open at 9:45am with refreshments at 10:00am and program at
10:30am. After the show we will head for Granite City restaurant for lunch.

Sisters

On Tuesday, August 7
we will meet at church
at noon for lunch and
a program. Terry Goff
will share about his
trip to Europe for WW II
information. Carol Gard

MIRIAM CIRCLE SUMMER BREAK

Blessed

Sun’s super eruptions

FIFTY PLUS FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP WEDNESDAY, JULY 11

MANY THANKS

Sharing your gifts

+

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC

Miriam Circle will not be meeting in July or August. Join us again in September.
Carol Gard

I would like to thank the Grace and Peace members for all the support, prayers,
cards, and visits while I was recuperating from foot surgery. It really meant a lot.
I would ask for your continued prayers as I am still not walking well and becoming
discouraged. Blessings, Pam Kovach

Let’s fill our Sanctuary with special music this summer! Our congregation is
blessed to have members with musical gifts, and there are likely even more
members with hidden musical talent.
If you play an instrument or sing,
please prayerfully consider taking part
in a small group or share a solo or duet
during our summer worship services.
Please contact Nan Goff or Richard Popp
with any questions or suggestions.

Updates from Roberta

AGAPE
We were very pleased to welcome Mary Jane Hinshaw along with her sewing
machine to the aGAPe group in June. She even took one quilt home to complete
before the next session! We had a full number for June 13 – Kay, Barbara, Carol,
Mary Jane, Joan, Mary, and Roberta.
Our days for July will be back-to-back because the 50’s group will be going to
the Riverfront Museum Senior Day on July 11. Our times will be July 18 and 25.
Come and join us. We begin with sack lunches at 11:30am.
In the current newsletter from Lutheran World Relief, several women from
Bristol Lutheran Church in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin, are featured because they
recognized their quilts in pictures from Nepal.
Another story from Niger tells of Ahmed Oudou who has been working for LWR
for over 10 years. He says, “The quilts provide comfort, particularly to women
while restoring the respect and dignity of the most vulnerable people in the world.”
Many of the families can only afford one meal a day so the gift of a blanket is
most welcome.

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

Greek to me

CONGRATULATIONS ANDREW LOEBACH

Donate

SALVATION ARMY DONATIONS

Blooms

Lutheran World Relief has put out a special appeal for school kits and personal
care kits. That is where our Tower of Towels will come into play along with the
other supplies for health kits.
We will send as many school kits as possible. If you had to choose between
feeding your children and buying them school supplies, which would you choose?
It is hard to imagine how a simple school kit given to a child can bring such hope
to a single mother living in poverty.

WHO LIKES TO GET THEIR HANDS DIRTY?

Congratulations to Andrew Loebach for his acceptance to
Wartburg Theological Seminary. His studies this summer will
begin with Greek. May God be with him, Cheriz, and Devin
as they begin this important journey.

Now that “A Ton of Food for A Ton of Good” is over for 2018, you may continue
to bring items for the grocery cart in the Narthex, and they will be delivered to
the food pantry for the Salvation Army. Roberta Dietrich

We are always looking for anyone who would like to play in the dirt and
get their hands dirty! Our landscaping team is in need of volunteers
to help maintain our flowerbeds. Volunteers are assigned a specific
area of their choosing and are asked to tend their area once or twice
a month during the growing season. If you are interested, please
contact Mark Golden.
Pastor Shelksohn’s Victory Rose in all it’s glory!

Continued from page 3

2018 CENTRAL / SOUTHERN ILLINOIS SYNOD ASSEMBLY

THE BUSINESS OF THE SYNOD
There were about 260+ voting members at each session this year. That’s down from last year.
The Bishop’s report: He will be on sabbatical October 7 through January 6. He has made some adjustments in the
call process. There were many ‘500 Anniversary’ celebrations throughout the synod. The synod staff has changed:
There are only three Assistants to the Bishop: Prs. Jim Reents, Ken Sandlin, and Maureen Stein. Pr. Dealey, DEM,
has moved out west and Pr. Gary Erickson is serving as interim DEM. Cindy Koonce has retired as office manager,
but is still serving as assembly manager. Laura Lee is the new office manager. Glenna Senters still serves as
bookkeeper and Barbara Purple is the office volunteer. We continue to have companion synod relationships
with two synods in Madagascar: Ambovombe-Androy and Fort Dauphin.
There was a bylaw change for the program and covenant committee structure. The ‘Professional and Lay
Leadership Committee’ was changed to ‘Candidacy Committee.’ Two were added: ‘Leadership Support’ and
‘Adult Faith Formation.’ This change is to help make the structure more meaningful and responsive for the synod.
The 2019 Proposed Budget was presented to the assembly. The budget ($1.39M) is down from the 2018 figure
($1.4M). The income this year is split with 50% going to the ELCA and 50% C/SIS. The 2019 synod budget was
passed with no discussion.
ELECTIONS
Ms. Doreen Klages, Mr. William Hartley, Mr. Larry Saler were elected to the synod council. (Terry Goff’s term
on synod council has ended. He has accepted a position on the board of LSTC.)
Ms. Kim Strieb, Mr. John Moulton, Pr. Barbara Stroud-Borth, and Pr. Paul Park were elected to the Consultation
Committee.
Churchwide Assembly in 2019 — Delegates from C/SIS: Seth Fischer, Kim Alberts, Patricia Caley, Rose Moser,
Chris Edmonds, Mathew Spencer, Pr. Mauricio Vieira, Pr. Priscilla Geerdes, Pr. Ryan Anderson
GREETINGS AND REPORTS OF ORGANIZATIONS
Synod Council Treasurer, LSSI, Portico, Lutheran Campus Ministry, Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center (LOMC) –
Russ Senti is retiring as director, Synod Committees, Auxiliaries – LYO, LMM, WELCA
SYNOD STAFF CHANGES
Pr. Elise Rothfusz has been called as Director of Evangelical Mission (DEM). Pr. Elise is currently serving
as Interim Senior Pastor at Salem. She will also serve the synod as Congregational Resources Coordinator.
Pr. Ken Tegmeier has accepted appointment as Assistant to the Bishop. Pr. Ken as just recently retired.
He will be staff resource for congregations around St. Louis. He will also relate to the Adult Faith
Formation Committee, Justice and Advocacy Committee, and the Global Mission Committee.
There is much more information available on the synod web site: csis-elca.org Lutheran Churchwide
information is available at elca.org
Synod Assembly will be back in Springfield next year.
Grace and Peace Assembly Delegates — Ann and Dick Joyce

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

July
Chris Mitchell, Chris Golden, Velda Edenburn,
Carol Martino, Sue Hughes, Mary Whitledge,
Glenn Theinert, Vicki Bittner, Winston Lorentz, Kent Tomblin

August
Joyce Smith, Larry Eftefield, Mark Golden,
John Dickson, Scott Thompson, Mike Page,
Sarah Armstrong, Stephen Braun, Barb Bollman

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

