August 2018
Grace and Peace Lutheran Church

Cornerstone Newsletter
7611 N Knoxville Peoria, IL 61614 309-693-8428 www.graceandpeacelutheran.org

PASTOR’S PAGE

My God, Why?

In the psalms people cry out to God, “Why?
Why have you forsaken me? How long will evil
prosper? Why don’t you answer me? Hear my
prayer, O God!” There is an understanding that
we are allowed to question God, while we lament
our present conditions. These lament psalms
pour out our agony, pain, and questions about
unfair suffering and injustices that we all face
in life. We do it all the time. When cancer afflicts
us, we cry out, “Why me?” When our loved ones
die, we mourn and ask, “Why God? Why do good
people suffer and die?” When we lose our employment, we question, “Why? It’s just not fair!”
Such questioning might make us uncomfortable,
but even Jesus cried out from the cross,
“My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”
I assure you. If Jesus can ask such questions,
so can we. It is part of our biblical tradition.
We are allowed to ask questions of God.
HOWEVER ... be careful for what you ask!
In Mark 4 we have that wonderful story of Jesus
stilling the storm. The disciples are crossing the
Sea of Galilee, when a storm strikes suddenly.
They are frightened, and they wake up Jesus
who is sleeping. “Teacher, don’t you care that
we are perishing?” They ask the wrong question!
Jesus chides them, “Why are you afraid? Do you
have no faith?” Then Jesus calms the storm.
The sea is at peace. However, the disciples
“feared a great fear.” They have more fear
now than before. The miracle did not relieve
their fear. Their fear multiplied, and now they
ask the right question: “Who is this that even
the wind and the waves obey him!”

When trouble strikes, we want a God to
miraculously answer our prayers. We might
get more than we want. God doesn’t just
answer our prayers, but God gives us God’s
divine presence. He gives us Jesus, the flesh
and blood Jesus, whom we can crucify, nullify,
and ignore. I like it when God solves my problems,
but when God gives us Jesus, then I have to ask
what does this mean? What claim does Jesus
have on my life? He is indeed the healer of our
every ill, but when I stand in the presence of the
divine, what is this Jesus to me? I need to ask,
“Who is this Jesus, who heals my ills, who
comforts and delivers me, and allows me
to stand in the presence of the divine?”
When God comes to us in God’s power, I find
that a bit intimidating. God is holy, and I am not.
His holy power can crush me, because by nature
I am sinful. I dare not stand in God’s presence
as a sinner. However, the good news is that
God comes to me as Jesus. Jesus, true God,
and yet true man, stands before me as both
human and divine. I can face the fullness of
God in Jesus without fear of being crushed by
God’s righteousness. In Jesus I find God to be
my brother, and I can relate to God. God is one
of us, with me to the end.
The good news
is that God
answers our
prayers. The best
news is that God
gives us Jesus.
Pastor Lillie
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Job well done

Invite others to our

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, AUGUST 16 6:30PM

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE
MONDAY, AUGUST 20

A THANK YOU FROM ANDREW LOEBACH

Seminarian studies

Important dates

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …

Upon learning of the congregation’s July 15
decision to tithe $40,000 of the Gene Norris
Bequest in support of his seminary studies,
Andrew Loebach sent the following message
of appreciation:
Terry and Pastor Lillie, I just wanted to
tell you how incredibly happy, excited, and
overwhelming grateful I am to you both and
the congregation! It is an extremely generous
contribution to my studies and I am eternally
grateful! I am very excited for classes and ready
to start this journey with you all! God bless.

TOWER MASONRY PROJECT
Began June 7 — Completed June 26
The project included:
Mortar joints ground out
Orange paint removed on southeast side
Black mildew removed via power wash
Window drip edges installed
Joints tuck pointed including east side
expansion joints
Water repellant applied
Concrete grouted
Much appreciation to Mark Golden
who was available for the duration
of the repairs — Thanks Mark!

Change of plans for Fifties Plus. On August 7th, Fifties Plus will meet at noon,
at the church for lunch and fellowship and/or games. We have also invited the
Zion seniors. Then on September 4th, we will again meet at church for lunch
and a program by Terry Goff and Hilary Shirven on their recent trip to Europe,
with an emphasis on World War II history and sites. Both dates are Tuesdays.
Hope to see you then. Carol Gard

Sisters

Game Day

FIFTY PLUS FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP TUESDAY, AUGUST 7 NOON

MIRIAM CIRCLE SUMMER BREAK

Monthly Updates from Roberta

+

AGAPE

Miriam Circle will not be meeting in August. Join us again in September.
We will be sponsoring the Coffee Hour on Sunday, August 12. Carol Gard

The team is up to 54 quilts for this season, and we had another working day
on July 25. The dates for August are Wednesdays, the 8 th and 22nd. It has
been great to have additional people.
Joan Winter has offered some of the quilt tops she has made over the years,
and we have selected some for use for Lutheran World Relief. All of the tops
are works of art and will be a real blessing to the recipients. Roberta Dietrich

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
Lutheran World Relief has needs again this year. There is a special plea out
for school kits and personal care kits. With the first of August here, all the stores
have started their school supply sales. There is a box in the library for the school
supplies you wish to donate. We are coming close to the count to fill our needs.
Right now we especially need rulers and pencil sharpeners.
The Tower of Towels is rising to our goal. We should be able to do at least 130
kits if we get enough nail clippers, bath size soap, toothbrushes, and combs.
The box in the library will hold those supplies as well.
The Baby Kits take two infant shirts, four flat-fold cloth diapers, two pairs of
socks, two sleepers without feet, two diaper pins, and two bars of Ivory soap.
Roberta D. has made a sweater and cap along with two baby blankets for about
80 kits. Last year we were able to send 87 baby care kits. If you have any of
these items, you can add them to the box in the library as well.
Every time I see the news stories about various refugee camps, I wonder if
some of our items are getting into the hands of those people. Hopefully the
supplies are permitted along with medicine and medical care. Roberta Dietrich

Sharing your gifts
Donate

SALVATION ARMY DONATIONS

Blooms

WHO LIKES TO GET THEIR HANDS DIRTY?

Volunteers needed

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC
Let’s fill our Sanctuary with special music this summer! Our congregation is
blessed to have members with musical gifts, and there are likely even more
members with “hidden” musical talent.
If you play an instrument or sing,
please prayerfully consider taking part
in a small group or share a solo or duet
during our summer worship services.
Please contact Nan Goff or Richard Popp
with any questions or suggestions.

Now that “A Ton of Food for A Ton of Good” is over for 2018, you may continue
to bring items for the grocery cart in the Narthex, and they will be delivered to
the food pantry for the Salvation Army. Roberta Dietrich

We are always looking for anyone who would like to play in the dirt and get their
hands dirty! Our landscaping team is in need of volunteers to help maintain our
flowerbeds. Volunteers are assigned a specific area of their choosing and are
asked to tend their area once or twice a month during the growing season.
If you are interested, please contact Mark Golden.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR — SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

JULY Church Council Meeting Minutes

Continued

JULY Church Council Meeting Minutes

Giving items a new home

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

August
Joyce Smith, Larry Eftefield, Mark Golden,
John Dickson, Scott Thompson, Mike Page,
Sarah Armstrong, Stephen Braun, Barb Bollman

September
Carol Gard, Zachary Thompson, Judy Coiner, Bret Shirven,
Julie Ewing, Jerry Hinshaw, Deb Meyer, Richard Noren,
Bob Kamin, Brent Dornon, Collin Smet, Lela Josephson

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

