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Remembering
“There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.

“There are different kinds of workings, but the same God works all of them in all people.”
(I Corinthians 12:5-6)

September 3 rd was Labor Day, where we
celebrated the working men and women of
America. It was a day to honor both those who
work and the jobs we perform. However, I must
admit that we have a strange way of observing
Labor Day. We honor the day by not working!
We take the day off, skip work, and run off to
play! To me that is strange!
Labor Day would be a good opportunity for us
to celebrate our work and give thanks to God
that we are given meaningful employment.
We have a job and can support our family.
Those of you who are unemployed know how
painful and trying unemployment can be.
However most surveys indicate that a vast
majority of us are unhappy with our work.
In a recent Gallop poll 74% of Americans
replied that they were dissatisfied with their job.
One of the truths of the Reformation was that
all work is a calling from God. Up and until the
Reformation most people believed that only the
clergy and those with holy orders had a calling
from God. But Luther expanded the idea of
calling to include most forms of daily work.
He believed that we are all called by God to
serve our neighbor in the context of our
occupation. Each occupation was a vocation,
a calling. For example, a ditch digger,
a carpenter, a farmer, or a politician are

all called by God to serve the neighbor in their
various professions. We are called by God to be
the best we can be in our various jobs and in our
work we honor God by serving our neighbor as
a teacher, medic, or nurse. We are called to
serve in our secular lives as our occupations
give us opportunity.
With this understanding all occupations
(or should I say most) are callings from God.
God calls us to serve as good parents, good
laborers, good pastors, and good housewives
in our various jobs. Also embedded in this idea
is the notion that most work is a sacred trust and
duty. Now I realize that bank robbing or stealing
is not a vocation from God! But work that is
honorable is a calling from God, and it need not
be specifically religious. In everyday life we are
called to serve in our specific vocations or labor.
All honorable work is elevated in the eyes of God.
And work is a blessing. I have been a pastor
for 47 years, and even in my retirement I can’t
get away from my calling. I still work part-time,
because I love working with people, sharing
the Good News of Christ with them. You too are
similarly blessed. You can teach, nurture, care
for, love, serve, reach, and help your neighbor
through your calling or work. There are many
different kinds of service or work, but the
same God calls us all.
Pastor Lillie
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The Dietrichs — Roberta’s birthday
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Reformation Sunday
October 28, 2018

If you need the church unlocked contact October Key Person — Sue Hughes

Important dates

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
INTERIM PASTOR JAMES LILLIE
309-678-0226 jasrlillie@gmail.com

LAURA’S VACATION
MONDAY, OCT 8 — FRIDAY, OCT 12

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18 6:30PM

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE

Sunday School

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22

Is it possible to tune in to the frequency of Heaven and hear the voice of God?

FREQUENCY — TUNE IN. HEAR GOD.
As believers in Jesus Christ, we naturally want to know how we can hear God’s voice.
And like a radio host broadcasting His voice into the airwaves, God is speaking all the time.
The question is — Are we tuned in to the right frequency?
This series of teaching from Robert Morris shares how God communicates with us —
through the Bible, circumstances, and even a whisper. Morris demonstrates how we
can mature from hearing God’s voice as His sheep —- to hearing His voice as a friend
and then conveying His voice to others.
When we understand the general and specific ways God speaks to us, we can begin
to cultivate a life of deeper connection with our Creator as we:
 gain a better understanding of how to recognize God’s voice
 value the voice of the Lord
 grow in relationship with the Lord by developing consistent time with Him in His Word
God is speaking all the time … Do you hear Him?

FREQUENCY — TUNE IN. HEAR GOD.

Fall colors

Please join us for Sunday School October 7 — November 25 7 week DVD/Discussion series
Begins after Coffee Hour until 11:30am Classroom is the last room on the right.

COME ONE! ! COME ALL!!

Saturday, October 27 8:30—2:00
Lunch to be served
What to bring:
Landscape waste bags (brown paper type)
Hand shears, grass clippers
Shovels, garden rakes, wheel borrows
Hand tools, drills, etc.
Rain Date — Saturday, November 3

Monthly Updates from Roberta

AGAPE WEDNESDAYS, OCTOBER 3 AND 10 SACK LUNCH 11:30AM
The aGAPe group has been working diligently. So far we have 92 completed quilts
and have workdays scheduled for October 3 and October 10. We have a goal to
make at least 100 quilts this year — but we may even surpass that number. There
has been a different quilt on display in the Great Room each week since the first
of August — hope you have been enjoying them! Roberta Dietrich

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
We recently received a letter from Karon Currie who is the chairperson for the
Central Illinois Ingathering of all items for the LWR. She gave us some numbers
for the 2017 Ingathering.

CENTRAL ILLINOIS

2017 INGATHERING
10,683 quilts
5,875 personal care kits
6,523 school kits
1,316 baby care kits
328 fabric kits
2225 pounds of bar soap
124 tied fleece blankets
It took three trucks to get everything up to South St. Paul, Minnesota. Besides
all the kits, the Central Illinois group sent $18,000 to the LWR shipping fund
to get these things on their way.
We also got a letter from the LWR office in Baltimore last month thanking us
for our donation of $5,000 which was part of our tithe of the Gene Norris gift
to Grace and Peace. This amount was also dedicated to the shipping fund so
we know it is important to get these things shipped in a timely fashion.
So far Bobbie Yoder, Barbara Purple, and I have packed 202 school kits, 91 baby
kits, and 141 personal care kits. We have used 46 boxes and are now preparing
the quilt boxes. We have more of each of the kits than we did in 2017.
Thank you for all the donations from the congregation, and the work done with
the aid of the Thrivent Action Team Cards. Roberta Dietrich

THRIVENT ACTION TEAM CARDS
These will be put to use by Thrivent members in
October for the food baskets given to 18 families,
totaling 76 people who are clients of Lutheran
Social Services in the Peoria office. We know
these are greatly appreciated by the families
and their case workers. In addition, we buy gift
cards with the Thrivent Choice Dollars. Roberta Dietrich

Sisters

Join us Tuesday, October 9, at 11:30 at the Caterpillar Visitor Center to travel
by bus on the Peoria History Tour of Landmarks and Monuments. This is a new
tour for 2018 and should be interesting. Details are still being worked out.
Cost will be $10-15 per person. Once we get on the bus, we do not get off
until the tour is over. Those who want will go to lunch after, place still to be
determined. We need a minimum number for the tour to go so I will be calling
after I know more details.
Also available are some seats for the Grandview Drive and Springdale Cemetery
tour on October 19. This tour will stop at the Mausoleum, which will be open for
the tour. Cost is $15. This tour leaves from Exhibit A Gallery in Peoria Heights.
The other October tour is Haunted Peoria, on Saturdays. Carol Gard

MIRIAM CIRCLE TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9 7:00PM

Celebrate special events

Travel by bus

FIFTY+ FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9 NOON

COFFEE HOUR AND MISSION SUPPORT SIGN-UPS

Helping others

+

2019 ENDOWMENT GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS HAS BEGUN

Join the women for an evening of Bible Study and fellowship. Carol Gard

With summer over and fall approaching there are plenty of opportunities
to celebrate special events, birthdays, and anniversaries — by hosting a
Coffee Hour or sponsoring our Missionary Support.
AVAILABLE DATES IN OCTOBER / NOVEMBER / DECEMBER:
Coffee Hour — October 14, 21, 28; November 4, 25; December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Missionary Support — November 18, 25; December 9, 16, 23
MAKING SURE WE ALWAYS HAVE COFFEE SUPPLIES
If you happen to notice that there is a need for a particular item (i.e. small plates,
cups, etc.) in the kitchen there is a “shopping list” posted on a refrigerator where
you can make note of it or you may also call the church office. Thank you!
PLASTIC SPOONS, FORKS, AND KNIVES
No need to purchase any plastic silverware for your next church event. We have
thousands of pieces. Check the cabinets and drawers — between donations and
overages we should be set for the next couple of years!

Congregation, the Endowment Committee is currently accepting
grant applications. If you know any organization that would like to apply,
please have them contact the church and request our grant application form.
We are always looking for charitable organizations that might benefit from
receiving one of our grants. If you have any questions contact anyone on
the committee or leave a message in the office and it will be forwarded
to the committee. Thank you for your assistance. Endowment Committee

Yard work

SPRING USHERS IN SUMMER, SUMMER BECOMES FALL ...

Helping others in His name

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.

No matter what the season we have beautifully maintained
and landscaped property. A dedicated team works during
the week to mow the grass, trim the bushes, plant flowers,
and everyone’s favorite pulling weeds — why not let them know...
… Many thanks and appreciation to our volunteers!!!

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. day was
successful for the rolling bandages
project. The small, but mighty group
of 12 that met here got 834 rolled,
and they are being delivered in person
by a couple from Advent in Morton
to the Global Mission office in
Minneapolis. Roberta Dietrich

834 ROLLS

SEPTEMBER Church Council Meeting

Continued

SEPTEMBER Church Council Meeting Minutes

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

September
Carol Gard, Zachary Thompson, Judy Coiner, Bret Shirven,
Julie Ewing, Jerry Hinshaw, Deb Meyer, Richard Noren,
Bob Kamin, Brent Dornon, Collin Smet, Lela Josephson

October
Roberta Dietrich, Dale Bollman

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

