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ELE CTI O N 101

Election Day is just around the corner. On
November 6th we will head to the polls to cast
our ballots, or will we? In the 2016 presidential
election about 125 million people voted, but
108 million did not! In a free country one would
think that everyone would vote, but not so.
Of those eligible to vote almost half chose
not to do so. Why?
I have heard all the excuses: “I didn’t like
the choices, or all politicians are crooks, or the
system is rigged, or one vote doesn’t count.”
I reject such excuses! No system is perfect,
but if you don’t vote, you abdicate your duty as
a citizen. Democracy does not work, if people
don’t vote. When people don’t vote, it is easy for
evil to prevail. By voting you speak your political
will, and your voice will be added to the public
debate. It is your civic duty, even when you
don’t like what is happening in the civic arena.
In addition to voting I would ask that we season
our political debate with a dash of civility. Over
the past months I have heard hundreds of
political ads that were mean-spirited and nasty.
Politicians tell us that negative advertisements
work and are effective at capturing our attention
and votes. That may be, but I reject such tactics!
Why can’t our political debates be civil and
respectful. If being civil and respectful cost us
votes, and I am not sure that I believe that, so
be it! Most politicians I know love their country.
I may vociferously disagree with them on certain
issues, but the debate needs to be informative
and civil. In fact if one is going to serve in the
public sector or government, then we must treat
each other fairly and honestly, working for the
common good of our society. Anyone can tear
down a person, program, or plan, but working
together to make our land a better place is
hard work!

And while we are at it, I am weary of politicians
who demonize their opponents. When it comes
to political debate, we need to learn how to
correctly reiterate our opponent’s position. So
often we fabricate our opponent’s views as evil
“straw men” which we can then easily tear apart.
This makes us look good by comparison. We
may passionately disagree with our opponents
and vigorously speak against certain policies,
but we do it in an informed, insightful manner.
We live in difficult times, when people do
not trust politicians, governments, and the
institutions of our day. Much of that distrust
has been earned by the bad behavior
we experience every day. We can easily
become cynics. However, cynicism is hardly
a constructive answer to the problems we face.
This is what we need:

(MICAH 6:8B)

Can we put those words into action?
You can start by voting on November 6.
Pastor Lillie

November Volunteers

WK

GREETERS

ASSISTING MINISTERS

LAY READERS

Mike Love and Manoa Ralison

Hilary Shirven

Sid Peterson

11

Jan Jarrett and Deb Meyer

Nan Goff

Mary Jane Hinshaw

18

Chris and Mark Golden

Roberta Groth

Roberta Dietrich

25

Addy and Collin Smet

Andrew Loebach

Linda Ericsson

WK

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

PRAYER PARTNERS

ALTAR GUILD

Mike Love and Manoa Ralison

Ann Joyce and Deb Meyer

—

11

Jan Jarrett and Deb Meyer

Nan Goff and Laura Tomblin

—

18

Chris and Mark Golden

Carol Gard and Terry Goff

—

25

Addy and Collin Smet

Linda Ericsson and Andrew Loebach

—

WK

COFFEE HOUR

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

COUNTERS

Human Services Dinner

Nan & Terry Goff — Birthdays

Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer

11

Women’s Board

Carol Gard

Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer

28

Miriam Circle

No support donated

Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer

25

No one is signed up to host

No support donated

Vicki Bittner and Deb Meyer

4

4

4

Remembering Our Saints

All Saints Day
November 4

4/30/18 Sue Sylvester
If you need the church unlocked contact November Key Person — Deb Meyer

Important dates

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
INTERIM PASTOR JAMES LILLIE

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

309-678-0226 jasrlillie@gmail.com

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15 6:30PM

LAURA’S ON VACATION

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE

THUR, NOV 1 — TUES, NOV 6

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS

HUMAN SERVICES DINNER

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20 4:30PM

ELECTION DAY

THANKSGIVING

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22

WOMEN’S THANKOFFERING SERVICE

THANKSGIVING OFFICE CLOSED

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11

THUR AND FRI, NOV 22-23

VETERANS DAY

Sunday School

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11

Is it possible to tune in to the frequency of Heaven and hear the voice of God?

FREQUENCY — TUNE IN. HEAR GOD.
As believers in Jesus Christ, we naturally want to know how we can hear God’s voice.
And like a radio host broadcasting His voice into the airwaves, God is speaking all the time.
The question is — Are we tuned in to the right frequency?
This series of teaching from Robert Morris shares how God communicates with us —
through the Bible, circumstances, and even a whisper. Morris demonstrates how we
can mature from hearing God’s voice as His sheep —- to hearing His voice as a friend
and then conveying His voice to others.
When we understand the general and specific ways God speaks to us, we can begin
to cultivate a life of deeper connection with our Creator as we:
 gain a better understanding of how to recognize God’s voice
 value the voice of the Lord
 grow in relationship with the Lord by developing consistent time with Him in His Word
God is speaking all the time … Do you hear Him?

FREQUENCY — TUNE IN. HEAR GOD.
Please join us for Sunday School October 7 — November 25 7 week DVD/Discussion series
Begins after Coffee Hour until 11:30am Classroom is the last room on the right.

Monthly Updates from Roberta

WE HAD LOTS OF ACTIVITY IN OCTOBER!
The God’s Work, Our Hands Day produced 834 bandages plus another 407
which Barbara Purple rolled from the remaining strips of the quilt backing we have
used this year. She thought the bright colored strips could be used for practice
bandages, for staking up plants, for children, for tying splints, or making rag rugs.
We sent a total of four boxes with Becky and Scott Ward of Morton for special
delivery to the Global Mission office in Minneapolis. Perhaps we will hear from
the office about our extra 407.

AGAPE
We are happy to announce that we completed 105 quilts for Lutheran World
Relief this year. We had some ups and downs in our scheduling so we were
pleased to get to 105. The Quilting Blessing was during worship on Sunday,
October 21, and the quilts were then packed for delivery to Bloomington.
Thank you to Kay B., Mary Cantrell, Kristina Glenzinski, Carol Gard, Joan Winter,
Barbara Purple, and Mary Jane Hinshaw for their diligent work this season.
Kay will still come and help assemble but she has served notice that she will
not be able to tie the quilts in 2019 — so there is a job opening for someone!
Perhaps we will have to have several sessions during the year with additional
helpers doing the tying. Stay tuned. Roberta Dietrich

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
On Saturday, October 27, Wally and Roxanne Hochsprung took both cars and
headed for St. John Lutheran church in Bloomington. They had 202 school kits,
141 personal care kits, 91 baby care kits, and the 105 quilts — plus a check for
over $123.31 to help with the shipping costs.
The semis at St. John’s then drove up to South St. Paul, Minnesota, where there
is a depot for all these goodies. Eventually all the supplies are put on a container
ship for overseas. Thank you to the Hochsprungs for their delivery. It is rather an
exciting thing to do.

LET IT SNOW!
Five people (four eligible for Medicare and three of those over 80) unloaded about
1200 items for the food baskets for 18 client families serving 76 people in the
snow of October 12. We were very happy to do so and know that the food and gift
cards were greatly appreciated. Roberta Dietrich, Coordinator

TIME FOR CHRISTMAS
Hopefully by Sunday, November 11, Roberta D. and Barbara P. will have bags of
gifts ready for your purchase and wrapping. We have selected 70 names from the
lengthy list of almost 700 available through Lutheran Social Services of Illinois.
Gathering Day will be Sunday, December 9 at noon when each gift will have
mittens, scarves, and hats added to the Christmas bags for delivery the next day.

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILT BLESSING
105 QUILTS

202 SCHOOL KITS

91 LAYETTES

141 PERSONAL CARE KITS

Servant Ministry takes many forms.
Sunday, October 21 we were
privileged to bless the hard work
and handiwork of dedicated
servants. We are thankful for the
dedication and talent of these
dedicated volunteers!

Remembering

ALL SAINTS DAY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4

Sisters

MIRIAM CIRCLE TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 7:00PM

Tiffany

FIFTY+ FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14 9:45AM

An All Saints service celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead,
who are the body of Christ. The liturgy call us to remember all who have died
in Christ and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord’s Table we gather with the
faithful of every time and place, trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled
and that all tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem. We remember the
passing of our member:
Sue Sylvester — April 30, 2018

Miriam Circle will meet at church Tuesday November 13 at 7:00pm. We have a
Bible study, fellowship, snacks plus a business meeting and offering. All women
of the church are welcome to attend. Contact Carol Gard for more information.

Worship

THANKSGIVING SERVICES AT FIRST ENGLISH CHURCH

Decorate

Since Grace and Peace is an election polling place on Tuesday, November 6,
we will take advantage of Peoria Riverfront Museum’s Senior Wednesday on
November 14. The program is on the Tiffany exhibit at the museum. Doors open
at 9:45am with coffee at 10:00am and program beginning at 10:30am. The last
several times the programs have been very popular so get there early. Carol Gard

HANGING OF THE GREENS — THE SEASON IS ALMOST UPON US!

Helping others

+

2019 ENDOWMENT GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS HAS BEGUN

We are invited to Thanksgiving Services at First English Lutheran Church on
Wednesday, November 21. Services are at 1:00pm and 7:00pm. Coffee and pie
will be served following each service in Luther Hall. You are invited!

The church will soon be transformed with nativity scenes, garlands, poinsettias,
and Christmas trees. Join others for the “Hanging of the Greens” on Sunday,
November 25. Please stay and help us welcome in the Advent season.

Congregation, the Endowment Committee is currently accepting
grant applications. If you know any organization that would like to apply,
please have them contact the church and request our grant application form.
We are always looking for charitable organizations that might benefit from
receiving one of our grants. If you have any questions contact anyone on
the committee or leave a message in the office and it will be forwarded
to the committee. Thank you for your assistance. Endowment Committee

Time and Talent commitment

GROW IN FAITH TOGETHER!

Let’s celebtrate!

COFFEE HOUR AND MISSION SUPPORT SIGN-UPS

How can you Grow In Faith Together
with other members of Grace and Peace?
On Sunday, November 4, you will receive a Time and Talent sheet to take home
and prayerfully consider what gifts you can offer to Grace and Peace next year.
 Are you someone who likes yardwork and could
help maintain the outside of the church facility?
 Help with the Sunday service by being
a greeter, usher, communion assistant,
lay assistant, or prayer partner?
 Volunteer to teach Sunday School
to adults or children?
 Donate your time or food to the
Human Service Center Dinner?
 Sustain the church with your
monetary gifts?
 Support LSSI through the various
programs that Grace and Peace
contributes to each year?
Please return your sheet to church on Sunday, November 11,
to be presented during offering time in the worship service.

With summer over and fall approaching there are plenty of opportunities
to celebrate special events, birthdays, and anniversaries — by hosting a
Coffee Hour or sponsoring our Missionary Support.
AVAILABLE DATES IN NOVEMBER / DECEMBER:
Coffee Hour — November 25; December 9, 16, 23, 30
Missionary Support — November 18, 25; December 9, 16, 23
MAKING SURE WE ALWAYS HAVE COFFEE SUPPLIES
If you happen to notice that there is a need for a particular item (i.e. small plates,
cups, etc.) in the kitchen there is a “shopping list” posted on a refrigerator where
you can make note of it or you may also call the church office. Thank you!
PLASTIC SPOONS, FORKS, AND KNIVES
No need to purchase any plastic silverware for your next church event. We have
thousands of pieces. Check the cabinets and drawers — between donations and
overages we should be set for the next couple of years!

The tradition of giving

Start the journey to financial peace

Join us on Thursday, November 15, at 6:45pm
and start your journey to financial peace!
Many of you are familiar with Dave Ramsey and his life-changing
class, Financial Peace University. Millions of people have found the
freedom that getting out of debt can bring to their lives. Whether it’s
getting rid of credit cards, student loans, or even your mortgage,
being free of debt gives you the opportunity to give more of your
time and your talents than you ever have before.
Our church wants that type of financial peace for all of you. So, we’re
planning something special here on the evening of November 15.
That evening, you’re welcome to join us right here at the church as
we host a livestream of one of Dave’s events, Smart Money.
Dave’s going to be joined by Chris Hogan, and they are going to
walk you through the steps you need to take to get a clear vision
for your family’s financial future.
The best part? It’s completely free for you to come! Invite your
friends via the Smart Money Livestream event on our Facebook feed.
This three-hour event is going to lay out a seven-step proven plan for
getting you and your family out of debt and on track to live and give like
you never have before.

In order to take full advantage of everything this event has to
offer, register for FREE at fpu.com/1076818 today!

Making the holidays special for some very special people

HUMAN SERVICE THANKSGIVING DINNER TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Yes, it’s almost time for the Human Service Thanksgiving Dinner!
The Grace and Peace tradition of providing a home-made Thanksgiving Dinner for clients
of the Human Service Center will continue this year on the Tuesday before Thanksgiving.
The dinner is held at St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral, 3601 N North Street, Peoria.
Last year we served over 175 people.

Here are ways that you can support this meal:
Buy a turkey for volunteers to bake We need between 10-15 turkeys. In order to cook
and debone that many, early donations are greatly appreciated. Please have all
donated turkeys delivered THAWED to the church by Friday, November 16.
After Sunday, November 18 we are asking you to bake your turkey if possible.
Bake a turkey and bring it to the church by noon, Tuesday, November 20.
Prepare a salad and either bring when you come to help on Tuesday or
drop off at church by noon, Tuesday, November 20.
Provide fruit (apples, oranges, pears, raisin boxes, etc) for fruit baskets and
drop off at church by Sunday, November 18. Miriam Circle members assemble
fruit baskets which are used as centerpieces at the dinner and then given
away as healthy door prizes for the clients to take home.
Help serve the dinner from 4:30pm until about 8:00pm.
The work is fast and furious, but a lot of fun!
Make a donation towards food purchases as a line item
on your giving envelope.

A signup sheet is on the door near the coffee hour serving line.
Or contact Jan Jarrett, 692-9794

Youth — Don’t forget your help is greatly appreciated!

Coffee Hour Sunday, November 4
Sign up for ways to help, commit to food donations, or make a monetary contribution!

OCTOBER Church Council Meeting Minutes

Continued

OCTOBER Church Council Meeting Minutes

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

VETERANS’ DAY
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11

October
Roberta Dietrich, Dale Bollman

November
Nan Goff, Terry Goff, George Lulay, David Dietrich,
Shirley Rauhaus, Ann Joyce, Ruth Grenzow, Mary Ellen Noren

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

