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TH E H OLI DAYS

When it comes to celebrating the holidays,
I am a traditionalist. During December I like
singing Advent hymns, not Christmas carols.
I enjoy lighting the Advent wreathe, and using
the Advent calendar. I enjoy playing my
German CDs, because they contain many
fine Advent songs. Unlike so many Americans
I try to keep Christmas reserved for the
twelve days of Christmas.
Then when Christmas comes on Christmas
Eve, I am not tired of Christmas carols. We go
to church on Christmas Eve, open gifts, and
enjoy snacks, food, and candies. The twelve
days, Christmas Eve through the Twelfth
Night (the eve of Epiphany, January 6th),
are the times of Christmas parties, children’s
programs, and other celebrations where we
welcome the Christ Child into our world.
Last, but not least, on January 6th we
celebrate the Epiphany of our Lord. During
this season Jesus is revealed at the new
born savior of the gentiles. In many countries
of the world people exchange gifts on
January 6th, remembering the gifts that
the wise men presented to Jesus. During
this time we also celebrate the baptism of
Jesus, the wedding at Cana, and the advance
of the gospel into the gentile word.
To me each season maintains its own
integrity. Each season has it special themes
and emphases. There is a nice flow from
anticipation of Jesus in Advent, to the birth
of Jesus at Christmas, and finally to the
presentation of Jesus to the whole world.
It makes sense to me.

In the America culture today we push
Christmas into Advent, totally displacing
Advent and its themes. Then on Christmas
we celebrate the birth of Jesus on one day,
and by the 26th we take down the tree and
pack away the decorations, and the Epiphany
season it totally ignored. We rush through
the seasons to get them over as quickly
as possible.
I doubt if I can change our culture and the
way we celebrate the holidays. However,
we would do well if we would just slow down
and let Advent be Advent and let Christmas
be Christmas. For example, why does the
children’s program have to be in December?
Couldn’t it be just as effective during the
days after Christmas? Our Christmas parties
could brighten the days after Christmas,
when we face the gloom of winter. I may
be swimming upstream here!!
Regardless of how we celebrate the holidays
I wish you a joyous celebration of God’s love.
Let God’s peace reign in our hearts
and world. Our hope is coming,
and we wait for God’s
brand new day.
Peace,
Pastor Lillie

December Volunteers

WK

GREETERS

ASSISTING MINISTERS

LAY READERS

2

Barb and Dale Bollman

Roberta Groth

Juanita Eftefield

9

Laura Tomblin and Jeanne Wineland

Hilary Shirven

Barbara Purple

16

Pam Kovach and Brent Dornon

Deb Meyer

Roxanne Hochsprung

23

Manoa Ralison and Christian Harr

Andrew Loebach

Chris Golden

25

—-

Deb Meyer

—-

30

Jan Jarrett and Deb Meyer

Nan Goff

David Dietrich

WK

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

PRAYER PARTNERS

ALTAR GUILD

2

Barb and Dale Bollman

Carol Gard and Terry Goff

Roxanne Hochsprung

9

Laura Tomblin and Jeanne Wineland

Linda Ericsson and Ann Joyce

Mary Jane Hinshaw

16

Pam Kovach and Brent Dornon

Sue Hughes and Laura Tomblin

Roxanne Hochsprung

23

Manoa Ralison and Christian Harr

Nan Goff and Andrew Loebach

Roxanne Hochsprung

30

Jan Jarrett and Deb Meyer

Linda Ericsson and Deb Meyer

Mary Jane Hinshaw

WK

COFFEE HOUR

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

COUNTERS

2

Roxanne Hochsprung & Carol Martino Carol Gard

Roberta and David Dietrich

9

Bonnie Valentine’s 90th Birthday

No support donated

Roberta and David Dietrich

16

Bobbie Yoder — TAPS

No support donated

Roberta and David Dietrich

23

Chris and Mark Golden

No support donated

Roberta and David Dietrich

30

Diane and Mike Page

Helen Hamilton

Roberta and David Dietrich

If you need the church unlocked contact December Key Person — Will Staelens

Important dates

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
INTERIM PASTOR JAMES LILLIE
309-678-0226 jasrlillie@gmail.com

PASTOR’S VACATION
SUNDAY, DEC 2 — WEDNESDAY, DEC 5

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20 6:30PM

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 7:00PM

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 7:00PM
On Monday, December 24, the 7:00pm
worship service will be a Christmas
celebration. We will sing carols, celebrate
communion, light candles during the
singing of Silent Night, and welcome
the coming of the Christ child.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
OFFICE CLOSED, DECEMBER 24-25

NEW YEAR’S HOLIDAYS
OFFICE CLOSED, DEC 31 & JAN 1

ANNUAL MEETING

Christmas Season

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 10:00AM

CHRISTMAS
POINSETTIAS
In celebration of Christmas,
let us once again fill our chancel area
with vibrant and beautiful poinsettias!
If you would like to place a poinsettia in
memory of a loved one, or in honor of a
loved one, or given in the Glory of God,
please fill out the form provided in the
Weekly Cornerstone and place it in the
offering plate by Sunday, December 9th.
Cost is $12 for a six-inch poinsettia plant.
The names of the dedications will be
published in the bulletins for the Christmas
Services. Be sure to indicate if you would
like to take your poinsettia home after the
Christmas services or if you wish for a
shut-in to receive it.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16

A CERTAIN SMALL SHEPHERD
By Carol McMillen, David Culross
Adapted by Nan Goff
Enjoy and support our Youth
on December 16 during our
worship service as they present in
song, word, and dance this amusing
and inspiring Christmas musical.
Look in on
a grandpa
telling his
grandchildren
the Christmas
story by relating
the tale of a
young shepherd
girl who witnesses and partakes
in the amazing
events on the
night of our
Savior’s birth.

Gifts for kids

CHRISTMAS GIFT BAGS FOR LSSI FOSTER CARE CHILDREN IN 2018

Fun

FIFTY+ FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4 NOON

Thank you to all our members who have already responded to the gift buying
we had on Sunday, November 18th and the 25th.
Because of the generous gifts of items throughout the year, the monetary gifts
from other members and the Women of Grace and Peace, and the use of two
Thrivent Action Team Cards we were able to keep the cost of each package quite
low. Because of that we took a few more names at a later date from Lutheran
Social Services. They always have so many clients come in at the last minute
and truly appreciate our help.
The Mitten Tree is back in the Great Room. We can
use mittens, scarves, and hats — preferably in small sizes.
Blessings to you all for the Christmas season.
In His Service, Roberta Dietrich

Sisters

MIRIAM CIRCLE TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 6:00PM

Hello

Fifties Plus will meet at church for their December gathering. Carol Gard

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS ...
THEY LOVE RECEIVING CARDS, PHONE CALLS, AND VISITS

Personal giving

+

2018 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN

Miriam Circle Christmas potluck will be on Tuesday,
December 11 at 6:00pm at Carol Gard’s house (4444 N Knoxville).
Meat and beverages are provided. Bring a dish to pass. There will
be a gift exchange for those who do not have secret pals as well.
We will select new secret pals, and maybe hostesses for the new year.
Come and enjoy food and fellowship. Carol Gard

Send a Christmas card to our friends who do not get to attend church
very often — Sharon Bontz, Velda Edenburn, Ruth Grenzow, Lela Josephson,
Bob Kamin, Ethel Theinert, Sherry Thorn, and Suzanne Walsh.

There is still time to turn in Pledge Cards and Time & Talent Sheets.
Our goal for the year is for everyone to make a commitment. Whether you
tithe or decide on some other offering, that is between you and God, but we
appreciate your pledge to Grace and Peace so that we can plan programming
for our congregation. On behalf of Stewardship and the Council, we thank you
so much for the time, talents, and treasure that you all have committed to
Grace and Peace in 2018. We are looking forward to an even better 2019!
Blessing, The Stewardship Team

Serve the church

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE

Teach

HELPERS NEEDED FOR YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL

Grants

2019 ENDOWMENT GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS

Loss

LOSS OF SEVERAL DEAR MEMBERS

Giving

OFFERINGS FOR 2018

Food

WINTER FOOD DRIVE — DECEMBER

Our Nominating Committee is filling the slate for our January Annual Meeting.
Positions being filled:
Church Council (Two Year Term)
Synod Assembly Delegates (One Male and One Female)
Nominating Committee (One Year Term)
If you have interest, please contact Carol Martino, Bobby Yoder, Dave Dietrich,
Deb Meyer, or Mary Jane Hinshaw.

Adult leaders are needed to help us with providing Sunday School for our youth.
We are striving for two Sundays per month where they will learn a lesson and
possibly make a craft. Our precious youth
include but are not limited to:
Gabe Hughes, Devin Kunkel-Loebach,
Essie and Hannah Shirven, Collin and Addi Smet,
along with Noah and Zach Thompson.

Congregation, the Endowment Committee is currently accepting
grant applications. If you know any organization that would like to apply,
please have them contact the church and request our grant application form.
We are always looking for charitable organizations that might benefit from
receiving one of our grants. If you have any questions contact anyone on
the committee or leave a message in the office and it will be forwarded
to the committee. Thank you for your assistance. Endowment Committee

We remember in our hearts the recent passing of two dear ladies — Nancy Claude
on October 28 and Mary Ellen Noren on October 31. We also fondly remember,
Sue Sylvester who passed away on April 30. Prayers for their families.

Time flies! The last day we can accept offering envelopes for 2018 is the last day
of the year. Everything submitted by Monday, December 31 will
be applied to your 2018 giving. This includes receipts from any
in-kind gifts you have made in 2018. Roberta Dietrich, Treasurer

Remember to bring food donations in December. The collected
food will be taken to The Salvation Army for their Pantry Program.

A Happy Thanksgiving

A FULL TUMMY … LAUGHTER WITH FRIENDS … CELEBRATING THE HOLIDAYS
AND ABOVE ALL … SHARING GOD’S LOVE AND COMPASSION

Women of the church

WOMEN SUPPORTING THE CHURCH

Sign up!

FELLOWSHIP DURING OUR COFFEE HOURS

Tis the season

HANGING OF THE GREENS HELPERS WHO DECORATED OUR CHURCH

Thanks to all who contributed to the success of the Human Service Dinner,
whether through donations at a coffee hour, providing a turkey, salad or dessert,
or helping prepare and serve the meal. Your efforts and support allowed us to
provide a Thanksgiving meal with all the trimmings to approximately 200
clients of the Human Service Center, who greatly appreciate the opportunity
to celebrate the holiday in a warm and welcoming environment. A Thrivent grant
through Carol Gard helped purchase paper goods and many of the vegetables.

It is a tradition for the Women of Grace and Peace to hold its Thankoffering
Service in November, the designated month for Thanksgiving. Our Thankoffering
Service was held on November 11, with bold, strong women participating in
the service and generously giving thanks for blessings received throughout the
year. A check in the amount of $236 has been sent to the Women of the ELCA
in support of their ongoing life-changing ministries such as education and
prevention of human trafficking; health and
wellness; nutrition for moms and babies;
and domestic abuse and violence,
just to name a few. Thank you.

2019 Coffee Hour and Missionary Support sign ups are now available.
Use these opportunities to celebrate your events and provide fellowship
for after our worship services along with support for our missionaries.
Reserve those special dates now!

A handful of people transformed our sanctuary and other areas of our building.
The decorating for Advent heightens our excitement of the celebrated birth of
our Savior. Their dedicated efforts are truly appreciated.

Please consider helping with the
“Un” Hanging of the Greens on Sunday, January 9th.

Our four-legged friends

A FUR BABY CHRISTMAS
Once again, I would like to help all the cats and dogs at Tazewell Animal Protective Services (TAPS)
waiting for their “forever” homes. I have received a Thrivent Team Action Card and will also be asking
for your help with donations. I will be making up Christmas boxes filled with food, supplies, and toys.
If you would like to donate anything, I will have a box in the Great Room under the TV, beginning
Sunday, December 2 until Sunday, December 16.
Wish List Items:
Purina Puppy Chow (Dry)
Purina Dog Chow (Dry — Little Bites for small dogs)
Fancy Feast Fish & Shrimp Flaked Cat Food
Pedigree Ground Canned Dog Food
Cat Toys
Puppy Pads (Any size)
Fabuloso Cleaner
Disinfecting Wipes

Purina Kitten Chow (Dry)
Pedigree (Dry — Small dog)
Purina Alpo Chop House Canned Dog Food
Rawhide Chew Bones (Dogs)
Cat Litter
Pill Pockets
Bleach (Regular)

Helping foster children

If you prefer to make a cash donation, please join us during coffee hour
on December 16th. I will have a TAPS Doghouse available for donations.
(All checks should be made out to TAPS.) Thank you for making this a
“Merry Christmas” for all the “fur babies” at TAPS! Bobbie Yoder

NURTURE MINISTRY DELIVERS “SWEET CASES” TO FAMILY CORE
The Grace and Peace Nurture Ministry recently learned that many foster children arrive at agencies
across the country with their belongings jammed into a trash bag; some come empty handed.
We recently partnered with the Together We Rise (TWR) for their “Sweet Cases” program. The
non-profit organization, headquartered in Brea, California, is dedicated to giving foster children
a positive experience when they enter the system by replacing trash bags with duffel bags.
Each bag costs $25 and comes with a warm blanket, teddy bear, coloring book and crayons.
We ordered ten Sweet Cases, and thanks to your generous coffee-hour donations, were able to add a
water bottle, journal, flashlight, and hygiene kit. A few weeks ago, they were delivered to Family Core,
a local organization that works in schools, the court system, and social service agencies. Family Core
CEO, Ann Lading-Ferguson, said the organization has been working to strengthen families in the Greater
Tri-County Area since 1900. “We’re a quiet, humble organization, previously known as Counseling and
Family Services, that spends a lot of time serving families in need.” Last year, they served 12,400
clients through foster care, adoption, counseling, youth outreach, and singe parent support.
Every day, close to 1200 children enter the foster care system, according to
Krystal Estrada, TWR program coordinator. The Sweet Cases program is just one
of many they offer. Last year they provided more than 70,000 duffel bags to foster
children. Cheriz Kunkel, ministry member and foster parent said, “Children often
come with nothing or their belongings in trash bags. Once they receive the duffel
bags, they will have a place to keep belongings that remind them of their parents,
home, and siblings. It’s important that they feel respected.”
Krystal said, “The reason we started Together We Rise was to
give people who aren’t able to foster kids in their homes an
opportunity to be an effective part of the foster care community
and make a difference. People are very prone to participate when
they don’t have to make long-lasting commitment, but they can
make a long-lasting impression.”

Financial Peace

DAVE RAMSEY’S FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
RETURNS TO GRACE AND PEACE CHURCH

Yummy!

LUTHERAN HILLSIDE VILLAGE ANNUAL COOKIE WALK

WHEN
Tuesdays, January 22 - March 9, at 6:30pm
WHAT
Did you know that 89% of the people in a typical American congregation
don’t have a financial safety net? But there’s HOPE! And that hope comes
via Financial Peace University. FPU is a nine-lesson course taught virtually by
Dave Ramsey and facilitated by our FPU Coordinator, Hilary Goff. With FPU, you
will learn step-by-step how to handle money using biblical wisdom and common
sense. This is about more than paying off debt —maybe you are in the minority and
don’t even have any! Imagine the impact we could have on the community if we
were not only debt-free but we were also filled with financial peace! Relationships
would be strengthened, and more people would be freed up to be outrageously
generous. This kind of hope can ignite change in our entire community!
HOW
To register, go to
www.fpu.com/1078108.
Invite your friends!
Contact Hilary Goff
at 309-472-7508
or hilary.d.goff@gmail.com
with any questions.

Friday, December 14 8:00 - 11:00am
Homemade fudge, homemade cookies and candies, individual loaves of bread,
a variety of sweet treats — sound good? Stop by the main entrance of LHV at
6901 North Galena Road in Peoria. The goodies will be displayed on long tables,
and you can select your own personal favorites. Sound easy? It is! Your Styrofoam
container will be weighed — you can get a lot of yummy sweets for a pound!
Proceeds benefit LHV’s Benevolent Fund for those folks who have outlived
their resources. The event is sponsored by the Lutheran Women of Greater Peoria.
Bakers are needed for this event.
We are requesting donations to be in
containers that you do not need back
delivered to the main lobby/front desk
of Lutheran Hillside Village between
9:00am - 3:00pm on Thursday, December 13.
We will gladly accept homemade cookies,
fudge, baked breads, or Christmas candies.
The residents and staff will be delighted by your efforts!

NOVEMBER Church Council Meeting Minutes

Continued

NOVEMBER Church Council Meeting Minutes

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

December
Will Staelens, Sid Peterson, Bonnie Valentine,
Carol Luecht, Natalie Livingston, Annette Jackson

January
Sherry Thorn, Suzanne Walsh, Emily Smith,
Craig Lorentz, Barb Hanson, Esther Shirven, Joan Winter

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

