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IN T H E B LE AK M I DW IN T E R
The holiday season will soon be over.
Most people have packed away their Christmas
decorations and the Christmas tree has been
taken down. The new year will come all too soon,
and all we have to look forward to is a cold and
dreary January. I personally avoid January by
fleeing to Hawaii to visit our son. Can anything
good and exciting come in January?
We all experience the winter blues, but January
is part of the Epiphany season. There is still much
to celebrate. During this season Jesus is revealed
to us as the Savior of the gentiles. In the Orthodox
Churches families open their gifts on Epiphany,
remembering how the magi brought their gifts
to baby Jesus. During this time in the church
year water is changed to wine, baptisms are
celebrated, and Jesus invites us to follow him,
as the light of the world.
When Jesus was born, King Herod was filled
with rage. He would not tolerate a rival! He
ordered that all new born babies in the region of
Bethlehem, two years of age and under, be killed.
We remember these innocent children who were
slaughtered on December 28 th. This tragedy
forced the holy family to flee to Egypt for safety.
And yet out of this tragedy Jesus returned to fulfill
his ministry. His light shines in our darkness,
and the darkness cannot overcome it. God will
have the final word, and that word is life!
During winter it seems and feels like all creation
is dying. It’s dark and gray. Nothing grows outside.
The cold freezes our bodies, and even our souls.
However God does not desire our death. Instead
he gives us life in Christ. Our depression cannot
stifle the light of Christ. He shines in the darkness,
and the darkness cannot overcome it.

During this Epiphany season the color of the
altar changes from white to green. On Epiphany
(January 6th) the color is white to celebrate
Jesus’ escape from Herod’s rage. It remains
white for Jesus’ Baptism and the wedding at
Cana. After that it changes to green, the color
of new life. Jesus begins calling new disciples,
giving them a calling, a mission, a new life.
It’s a time to grow in the midst of bleak winter.
Peace,
Pastor Lillie

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man I would do my part;
Yet what I can give him – give him my heart.
(ELW 294, Verse 3)

Volunteers
WK

GREETERS

ASSISTING MINISTERS

LAY READERS

6

Roberta and David Dietrich

Roberta Groth

Laura Tomblin

13

Juanita and Larry Eftefield

Andrew Loebach

Esther Shirven

20

Roberta and Ron Groth

Deb Meyer

Wally Hochsprung

27

Addie and Collin Smet

Hilary Goff

Collin Smet

WK

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

PRAYER PARTNERS

ALTAR GUILD

6

Roberta and David Dietrich

Ann Joyce and Laura Tomblin

Chris Golden

13

Juanita and Larry Eftefield

Carol Gard and Andrew Loebach

Roxanne Hochsprung

20

Roberta and Ron Groth

Deb Meyer and Terry Goff

Chris Golden

27

Addie and Collin Smet

Linda Ericsson and Nan Goff

Roxanne Hochsprung

WK

COFFEE HOUR

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

COUNTERS

Women’s Board

No support donated

Jan Jarrett and Ron Groth

13

No host at this time

No support donated

Jan Jarrett and Ron Groth

20

No host at this time

No support donated

Jan Jarrett and Ron Groth

27

No host at this time

No support donated

Jan Jarrett and Ron Groth

6

If you need the church unlocked contact January Key Person — Laura Tomblin

Important dates

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
INTERIM PASTOR JAMES LILLIE
309-678-0226 jasrlillie@gmail.com

NEW YEAR’S HOLIDAYS
OFFICE CLOSED, DEC 31 & JAN 1

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, JANUARY 17 6:30PM

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE
MONDAY, JANUARY 21

ANNUAL MEETING

Putting smiles on the faces of young ones!

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 10:00AM

The Annual Meeting will be held following
9:00am worship on Sunday, January 27.
All members are encouraged to attend.
BUSINESS WILL INCLUDE:
Congregational reports; Approval of a 2019
budget; Election of Church Council members,
Endowment Committee members, Nominating
Committee members, and 2019 Central/
Southern Illinois Synod Assembly Delegates
Annual Reports will be distributed early
in January 2019. Please plan to join us
for this important meeting.

CHRISTMAS GIFT BAGS FOR LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE CHILDREN
Thank you to all our members who responded to this year’s
Christmas gift drive. Some 30 members from the congregation
bought packages for wrapping.
Because of the generous gifts of items throughout the year, the
monetary gifts from members and the Women of Grace and Peace,
and the use of two Thrivent Action Team Cards we were able to
keep the cost of each package quite low.
Because of our own blessings we were able to take an
additional ten names bringing our total to 80 this year.
On Sunday, December 9, Carol Gard, Jake Hughes,
Dick and Ann Joyce, Natalie Livingston, Deb Meyer,
Barbara Purple, Julie Smith, and I sorted, distributed gloves,
mittens, and hats before tying up the bags for delivery.
On Monday, Terry Goff, Wally and Roxanne Hochsprung,
Deb Meyer, and Barbara Purple had their sleighs all loaded.
Terry was taking some pictures so you will probably see
our elves on Facebook.
Blessings to all this
Christmas season.
In His Service,
Roberta Dietrich

A CERTAIN
SMALL SHEPHERD
By Carol McMillen and David Culross

Adapted and Directed by Nan Goff
Musical Accompaniment by Richard Popp
Visuals by Mary Whitledge
Audio by Terry Goff
The Message delivered by our youth
with vibrant talent and style ...
thank you to all who participated,
supported, and received the blessings
of this memorable event.

Season end
Sisters

MIRIAM CIRCLE TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 7:00PM

Hello Mickey!

FIFTY+ FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9 9:45AM

Our friends at LHV

UN-HANGING OF THE GREENS SUNDAY, JANUARY 6 DURING COFFEE HOUR
A handful of people transformed our sanctuary and other areas of
our building. The decorating for Advent heightens our excitement
of the celebrated birth of our Savior. Please consider helping
with the “Un” Hanging of the Greens on Sunday, January 6th.

Miriam Circle will meet Tuesday, January 8 at church at 7:00pm.
Bring your holiday “surplus” to share. Carol Gard

+

Because the first Tuesday is New Year’s, we will take advantage of Senior Morning
at the Riverfront Museum. On Wednesday, January 9th, the exhibit and program
are on “Golden Age of Disney” Doors open at 9:45am with coffee and snacks
followed by a program at 10:30 and time to view the exhibit after. Those who
want can go to lunch afterward — place to be determined. This presentation
of The Golden Age of Disney: The Collection of Steve Spain will be lead by
Laurie Algar. She will be presenting 43 Years Working with Walt. Laurie shares
personal tales, photos, animation, and memorabilia about her father James’
career as a Director,
Producer, Writer,
and Animator with
Walt Disney Studios
to accompany the
exhibition —
The Golden Age of
Disney: The Collection
of Steve Spain.
Carol Gard

LUTHERAN HILLSIDE VILLAGE COOKIE WALK UPDATE
It is our sincere pleasure to announce that the annual Cookie Walk was an
overwhelming success! Our goal was to raise over $2,000 for LHV’s Benevolent
Fund. I am happy to report that in 2018, we raised over $2,250! Our gratitude
to Mary Jane Hinshaw, Carol Gard, and other members of Grace and Peace
that delivered baked goods on December 13th, and those who helped us with
preparations, or chose to donate monetarily. We had oodles of cookies, a wide
assortment of sweet treats, and at least four kinds of homemade fudge. Our
continuous flow of customers from 8:00-11:00am was a joy to see. LHV residents
were all smiles. The LHV employees began the day with a 6:00am staff breakfast
dressed in their holiday finest and having the Cookie Walk afterwards was a
bonus. The ladies of LWGP say “Thank you!”

We love our four legged friends!
Sign-ups

A $500 “FUR BABY” CHRISTMAS
THANK YOU, THANK YOU! GRACE AND PEACE YOU ARE THE BEST!!
With my Thrivent Team Action Card and your donations,
on December 18, I was able to deliver the following items to TAPS
20 pounds Cat Chow
28 pounds of Dog Chow
32 cans of cat food
24 cans of dog food
1 large container of cat treats
2 bags of soft dog treats
80 pounds of cat litter
1 box of 100 puppy pads
8 packages of cat toys
5 dog toys
17 pounds of Kitten Chow
22 pounds of Puppy Chow
4 fleece blankets for the kittens
1 box of dog treats
6 ceramic cat food bowls
3 4-pound bags dog treats
1 40” Cat tower/scratch post
1 box of 24 puppy pads
1 round Chase Ball toy/scratcher
4 Jolly Balls
1 gallon of Fabulos
1 6-roll package paper towels
1 gallon of bleach
1 12-roll Charmin toilet tissue
3 containers Lysol wipes
1 large bottle Dawn dish soap
$500 in cash or checks WOW!
Once again, thank you for helping all the “Fur Babies”
at TAPS! I would also like to give a big thank-you to
Roxanne Hochsprung and Carol Martino for their help
with the coffee hour on December 16! Wishing you
Merry Christmas and a Blessed 2019!
Bobbie Yoder and Duke

FELLOWSHIP DURING OUR COFFEE HOURS
2019 Coffee Hour and Missionary Support sign ups are now available.
Use these opportunities to celebrate your events and provide fellowship
for after our worship services along with support for our missionaries.
Reserve those special dates now!

Financial Peace

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY RETURNS TO GRACE AND PEACE CHURCH

Hey Ladies want to be a part of the excitement?!

GET INVOLVED — THERE IS SO MUCH THE WOMEN OF GRACE AND PEACE DO!

WHEN
Tuesdays, January 22 - March 9, at 6:30pm
WHAT
Did you know that 89% of the people in a typical American congregation
don’t have a financial safety net? But there’s HOPE! And that hope comes
via Financial Peace University. FPU is a nine-lesson course taught virtually by
Dave Ramsey and facilitated by our FPU Coordinator, Hilary Goff. With FPU, you
will learn step-by-step how to handle money using biblical wisdom and common
sense. This is about more than paying off debt —maybe you are in the minority and
don’t even have any! Imagine the impact we could have on the community if we
were not only debt-free but we were also filled with financial peace! Relationships
would be strengthened, and more people would be freed up to be outrageously
generous. This kind of hope can ignite change in our entire community!
HOW
To register, go to www.fpu.com/1078108. Invite your friends!
Contact Hilary Goff at 309-472-7508 or hilary.d.goff@gmail.com with questions.

You may have noticed the new GE microwave on the kitchen counter!
A Thrivent Grant was recently received to assist the Women of Grace and Peace
in upgrading to energy efficient appliances as well as overall kitchen updates.
This appliance will serve our kitchen needs very well! It is large enough to hold a
9x13 baking dish which will help when serving meals, etc. at our church functions
or when those outside the congregation use our facility.
Other upgrades/updates the Women of Grace and Peace
hope to complete in early 2019 include:
Replacing the two refrigerators currently in use with one larger side-by-side
(freezer on the bottom) refrigerator. The two refrigerators currently in
use are over twenty years old and in disrepair with broken seals and mold.
A fresh coat of paint in the kitchen!
Cleaning/reorganizing/labeling the cabinetry to be user friendly.
A good example of user friendly is the
purchase of an additional rolling cart to
hold the two electric roasters!
All women in the congregation are
Women of Grace and Peace — make use
of our kitchen; and take pride in keeping it
attractive, up to date, and clean! If you have
any suggestions for additional updates, etc.
please contact Ann Joyce, WOGAP Coordinator.

DECEMBER Church Council Meeting Minutes

Continued

DECEMBER Church Council Meeting Minutes

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

January
Sherry Thorn, Suzanne Walsh, Emily Smith,
Craig Lorentz, Barb Hanson, Esther Shirven, Joan Winter

February
Hannah Shirven, Jim Claude, Lana Staelens,
Ethel Theinert, Lauren Huskins, Ron Groth, Cheryl Rauhaus

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

