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P REA CH ING !
The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of the sight for the blind,
to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. Luke 4:18-19
Jesus was in his hometown of Nazareth at the synagogue where he was asked to read the scripture
for the day. He opened to Isaiah 61 and read the same selection that Luke quotes above. When he
finished, he announced, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” Obviously, Jesus understood
his ministry as a work of preaching. He came to preach. This was his chief endeavor.
Preaching is central to the work of every pastor. When congregations call a new pastor, they want
someone who is good at preaching. Most call committees rate preaching as a first priority skill.
And congregations want to hear sermons, even when they complain that sermons are boring!
I have been in the ministry for over 47 years, with a doctorate in preaching, and here are a few
insights that I have learned about preaching.
 Every week parishioners listen to their pastors preach. They give us preachers a rare gift.
They show up week after week to listen to us! This is a rare gift that is very seldom given to
others. On television we change channels, when we don’t like what is being said. But on
Sunday mornings, week after week, people show up and they listen. Thank you for that gift.
 Karl Barth, a noted Swiss theologian, once said that preachers have two tools that they use
in preaching: a Bible and a newspaper. What he was saying is that we preachers preach from
the Bible, but those truths need to be applied to everyday life. When we tell a story from the Bible,
we must ask, “What does this mean today in our lives?” How do these stories relate to us and our
lives? Luther asked the same questions when he wrote the Small Catechism. In German he asked,
“Was ist das?” or “What is that?” What does it mean?
 And finally, to use the words of Bernard Shaw, “A sermon to be immortal, need not be eternal!”
I interpret that to mean — brevity is good, and people will appreciate concise sermons.

Best of all, a sermon gives us a chance
to tell others about Jesus. There are
three points to every sermon —
Jesus, Jesus, and only Jesus.
Have fun preaching!
Have fun listening!
Pastor Lillie
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HOSPITAL CALLS AND FUNERALS
Arrangements have been made for pastoral hospital
calls and funeral support following Pastor Lillie‘s
departure from our interim pastor position.
Please do not hesitate to contact the church office or
the Church Council President should you have need.

If you need the church unlocked contact February Key Person — Mary Whitledge

Important dates

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
LAURA’S VACATION DAY
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4

LAURA’S VACATION DAY
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21 6:30PM

CHURCH IS A POLLING PLACE

Good News from the pulpit

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26

CALL PROCESS UPDATE
As this is written in late January, Grace and
Peace waits with prayerful anticipation for
the response to our Call for Candidate
Mary Beenken to serve as Minister of Word
and Sacrament here. Mary received our Call
documents in early January and has indicated
her enthusiasm for serving at Grace and
Peace. Mary and her husband, Candidate
Nathan Johnson, are working with Bishop Roth
and Synod staff to provide clarity on Nathan’s
opportunities for ministry in this area. Please
keep Mary, Nathan, and our own ministry in
your prayers!

EXCITING VISITORS IN FEBRUARY!
As Grace and Peace awaits in prayerful anticipation the response of our Call to Pastoral
Ministry issued to Candidate Mary Beenken, a great line up of guests is set to lead our
February Sunday worship services:
Sunday, February 3, we welcome Central/Southern Illinois Synod Assistant to
the Bishop Pastor Maureen Stein. Pastor Stein was last with us in a Worship Service
at the end of 2016 upon Pastor Shelksohn’s retirement. Now that we’ve progressed
to another stage in our transition process, Pastor Stein will minister to us as once again.
Sunday, February 10, we welcome Pastor Ed Hudelson, the last seminarian supported
by Grace and Peace, who has just retired from parish ministry. In our invitation to
Pastor Hudelson, we mentioned the concept of “book ends” as we honor his ministry.
Assisting Minister on this Sunday will be our current supported seminarian, Candidate
Andrew Loebach. This congregation’s support for those discerning God’s calling to
minister is a testament to our service amongst our fellow congregations.
Sunday, February 17 and 24, we welcome Candidate Brett Gostelli. Brett is a current
seminarian from our sibling congregation First English who also provides our web site
support. Prepare to be blessed by the fresh insights of a current seminarian from
close to home.
An exciting month of worship leadership at Grace and Peace awaits!

Blessed
Friends

FIFTY+ FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 NOON

Sisters

THANK YOU PASTOR LILLIE & NADINE!
For the better part of the last nineteen months, Grace and Peace was blessed
by the ministry and love exhibited by Pastor James Lillie and Nadine Lillie. Their
inviting and engaging smiles became a regular part of congregational life as
Pastor Lillie served as our Interim Pastor.
Whether it was an engaging and inspiring Sunday sermon, the sight of Nadine
reading in the Great Room or laughing with members at a good story, the
gregarious “Bless the Cooks” greetings received by Coffee Hour hosts, caring
and insightful guidance to congregational leaders, remarkable followings on
Facebook as vignettes were shared, supporting families in grieving at the passing
of loved ones, greetings to Sunday offering counters expressing the hope they
would need to be there all afternoon counting, the open door for those in need
of a listening ear and understanding pastor, or a myriad of other gifts, we shall
miss the Lillies’ presence among us.
While Grace and Peace, at this writing, waits in prayerful anticipation and
preparation for word on the Call extended to Candidate Mary Beenken, we also
walk forward in ministry with a touch of melancholy as Pastor and Nadine move
along to warmer Hawaiian skies for a bit. May God Bless you on your journey,
Pastor and Nadine. You have, indeed, been a blessing to us. Blessings, Terry Goff

+

Fifty Plus will meet at church. We will have lunch, compliments of a donation
from Chris and Mark Golden. More information will be coming later.
Carol Gard

MIRIAM CIRCLE TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 7:00PM
Miriam Circle will meet Tuesday, February 12 at church at 7:00pm. Join the
ladies of Grace and Peace for Bible study and fellowship. Carol Gard

Save a life

Community Action and Nurture are tentatively scheduling on Sunday, February 24
after coffee hour, a Red Cross CPR training workshop at Grace and Peace.
Attendees will learn CPR and Defibrillator training. There is a certification fee
of $75 per person. Scholarships are available for those who request one.
Please call the church office (693-8428) to register and request a scholarship.
More details will be forthcoming.

Dreams fulfilled

RED CROSS CPR TRAINING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24 (TENTATIVE)

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP GATHERING FOR LWGP FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Ladies of Grace and Peace, we welcome you to take a tour of Lutheran Hillside
Village on Friday morning, February 8. We will begin at 9:00am with a continental
breakfast in the Waters of Life Chapel, on the 2nd floor. We will be giving a tour
to see and hear what LHV offers and see several items on LHV’s 2018 Wish List
that were purchased by funds raised by LWGP. 9:00-11:00am.

For where two or more are gathering in My name, there am I among them.

Matthew 18:20

February 17 — Women’s Board Coffee Hour!
Your monetary donations at coffee hour help keep
our kitchen stocked with paper plates, napkins, cups,
coffee, and Puritan Springs water.

February 24 – Women of the ELCA Bold Woman’s Day!
Grace and Peace Church Council and its Community
Action and Nurture Committee have asked the
Red Cross to conduct CPR and defibrillator training
following worship on Sunday, February 24 (tentative).
BE BOLD and learn lifesaving responses.

March 1 – World Day of Prayer!
An ecumenical movement of Christians who come
together to observe a common day of prayer each year.
Take time during your day to pray with and for others
throughout the world.

March 16 – National Quilting Day!
Plan to come to Grace and Peace from 10:00am
to 1:00pm to help tie quilts for Lutheran World Relief.
Lunch, laughter, and great conversation available! More
information forthcoming in the March Cornerstone.

April or May (date to be determined)!
Once again Little Dresses for Africa will be sewn.
Watch for additional details.

MOVIES FOR LENT 2019
For the fifth season, Grace and Peace Lutheran Church’s Movies
For Lent may be the best lineup yet. You won’t want to miss these
five films that are rich with story lines that span 2000 years …
from the time Christ was on the earth to our current century.
We begin on March 13 and run each Wednesday evening during Lent.
Doors open at 5:30pm and we will serve hotdogs and popcorn.
Movies begin at 6:00pm. Invite your friends and family!
Wednesday, March 13
I Can Only Imagine https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ADpST6Y_tvk
It’s the song that brings ultimate hope to so many … often in the midst of life’s
most challenging moments. Amazingly, the song was written by MercyMe lead
singer Bart Millard. In reality, those lyrics took a lifetime to craft. Although he
found faith at a young age, life wasn’t easy for Bart. He leaned into an active
imagination and his love of music as escapes from a troubled home life. As he
grew older, Bart turned to football in hopes of somehow connecting with his
abusive father. But a career-ending injury, combined with the vision of a
teacher who saw unlimited potential, set Bart on a musical pathway. Chasing
a dream with running from broken relationships with his father and Shannon,
his childhood sweetheart, Bart hits the road in an old, decrepit tour bus with his
new band MercyMe — named for his grandmother’s favorite expression. With the
guidance of a grizzled music-industry insider, the band begins a journey none of
them could ever have imagined. A gripping reminder of the power of forgiveness,
I Can Only Imagine, beautifully illustrates no one is ever too far from God’s love —
or from an eternal home in Heaven.
Wednesday, March 20
Soul Surfer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=isjY34VD5jE
This is the true story of teen surfer Bethany Hamilton, who lost her arm in a
shark attack and courageously overcame all odds to become a champion again,
through her sheer determination and unwavering faith. The film features an
all-star cast, including AnnaSophia Robb and Helen Hunt, with Carrie Underwood
in her film debut, and Dennis Quaid. In the wake of this life-changing event that
took her arm and nearly her life, Bethany’s feisty determination and steadfast
beliefs spur her toward an adventurous comeback that gives her the grit to
turn her loss into a gift for others.

Wednesday, March 27
Beautifully Broken https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7SQqbyi2OA
A refugee’s escape, a prisoner’s promise, and a daughter’s painful secret
converge in this inspiring real life story of hope. As three fathers fight to save
their families, their lives become intertwined in an unlikely journey across the
globe where they learn the healing power of forgiveness and reconciliation.

Wednesday, April 3
Samson https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSolF3QBVBY
After losing the love of his life to a cruel Philistine prince, a young Hebrew with
supernatural strength defends his people, sacrificing everything to avenge his
love, his people, and his God. Based on the powerful, biblical epic of Samson,
a champion chosen by God to deliver Israel. His supernatural strength and
impulsive decisions quickly pit him against the oppressive Philistine empire.
After being betrayed by a wicked prince and a beautiful temptress, Samson
is captured and blinded by his enemies. Samson calls upon his God once more
for supernatural strength and turns imprisonment and blindness into final victory.

Wednesday, April 7
Paul The Apostle https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jdN6abDzWVU
This is the story of two men. Luke, as a friend and physician, risks his life when he
ventures into the city of Rome to visit Paul, who is held captive in Nero’s darkest,
bleakest prison cell. But Nero is determined to rid Rome of Christians, and does
not flinch from executing them in the grisliest ways possible. Before Paul’s death
sentence can be enacted, Luke resolves to write another book, one that details
the beginnings of “The Way” and the birth of what will come to be known as the
church. Bound in chains, Paul’s struggle is internal. He has survived so much —
floggings, shipwreck, starvation, stoning, hunger, and thirst, cold and exposure —yet as he waits for his appointment with death, he is haunted by the shadows of
his past misdeeds. Alone in the dark, he wonders if he has been forgotten and
if he has the strength to finish well. Two men struggle against a determined
emperor and the frailties of the human spirit in order to live out the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and spread their message to the world.

JANUARY Church Council Meeting Minutes
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A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

February
Hannah Shirven, Jim Claude, Lana Staelens,
Ethel Theinert, Lauren Huskins, Ron Groth, Cheryl Rauhaus

March
Laura Tomblin, Kelly Smet, Addi Smet, Brian Smith,
Gary Smith, Barbara Purple, Ken Armstrong

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

