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PASTOR’S
PAGE

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, welcome to the pastor’s page!
If I’m being perfectly honest, I usually haven’t
read most of the church newsletters to which
I am subscribed very deeply. Oh, I give them
a quick skim to find out what’s going on,
and perhaps spare a longer glance for updates
about ongoing efforts or reports on projects that
have wrapped up. But the pastors’ columns?
I tend not to linger because, frankly, they
don’t usually feel very much like news.
It is a newsletter after all.
Well, mea culpa. I admit: My perception
is probably shaped by my own experience
writing newsletter articles for various student
organizations in college and for my internship
congregation. Usually, the articles I wrote
felt like just a way to fill up space and often
included a somewhat forced theme. Many
people are able to use parameters like these
to write things that are truly worthwhile…
but I could never quite seem to.
Anyway, I’ve been thinking about how to
best use this newsletter space (and your
time reading it). I could try to squeeze out
a little essay about something theological or
a meditation on scripture, but I’d rather not.
Instead, I’d love to use this space to foster
conversation about our life together as a
community gathered in Christ: To throw out
ideas and hear your thoughts about them,
to wonder with you about where God might be
calling us, and to think collectively about why we
do the things we do here at Grace and Peace.

Here are a couple things
I hope the pastor’s page won’t be:
A place where I legislate changes.
The ideas here are just that: Ideas! Churches all
over are trying exciting new things all the time,
and I would love to talk to you about some of
them. I even have a few of my own notions of
things with which we could experiment. But not
every idea fits every community, and I certainly
don’t want to impose something that you aren’t
too keen on trying. When I write about ideas
here, I’m hoping to invite you into deeper
conversation with me and with each other.
What do you like? What don’t you like?
What would you tweak so that we might
be an even brighter beacon of the Gospel?
A longwinded missive.
Don’t get me wrong, I had a lot of fun writing
last month’s article about gardening, food
justice, and God. To all of you who read it,
thank you! But this page doesn’t need to be
a second pulpit with an extra sermon for the
month. It’s my hope that the pastor’s page
will give you information and inspiration and,
perhaps most importantly, not be a bore.
That said, my point above also applies to this
point—my ideas for this page are only ideas.
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If you need the church unlocked contact May Key Person — Deb Meyer
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Do you miss the way your former pastors
wrote their newsletter articles? Do you wish
I would wax philosophical more often in this
space? Let me know!
All about me.
Grace and Peace is full of fascinating
people, and I would be honored to share
this space with all of you! Is there a
volunteer you’d like to see highlighted
here? Would you like the opportunity
to write about a personal ministry that
you have undertaken? I welcome the
opportunity to lift up others in our
community on this page!
I invite you to come along with me for
this journey. Are you ready to try it out?
Let’s go!
Here’s an idea:
“Take Your Pastor to Work Day”
We have made it through our first Lenten
season together. What a blessing it has
been! I am so grateful that God has led
Nathan and me to share in the life of
Christ with you at Grace and Peace.

Important dates

But I still don’t know many of you very well,
and I would sure like to! This month, I invite
you to tell me a little more about you—and
sometimes, that happens best in a place
where you feel you can be most yourself.

Is there a coffee shop that you love to
hang out in? Let’s go there and chat.
Do you have another community outside
Grace and Peace—an exercise class,
a workplace, a book group, a neighborhood
— that you would like me to see? I would
love to go with you or meet you there.
Of course, we don’t have to leave the
comfort of church to spend time with
one another. If you’d rather just stop by
my office, that’s fine too. I’ll make sure
I’m in my office with the door open
every Monday from 9 a.m. to noon,
so please feel free to walk on in!
(I’m at church at all sorts of other
times too, but sometimes it’s a little
less predictable...so I’ll commit to
keeping my Monday mornings open!
If that doesn’t work, drop me a note and
we can find another time to catch up.)
I hope that we’ll have a chance to talk
soon! Until then, peace be with you.
Pastor Mary Beenken
(By the way, this page is currently called
the “pastor’s page.” Nothing wrong with
that—I love a good alliteration! But I also
love a good, punny title. If you have a
hilarious idea for what this section might
be called instead, I’m taking suggestions.)

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, MAY 16 6:30PM

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE
MONDAY, MAY 20

OFFICE CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY
MONDAY, MAY 27

Let’s talk!

Food for others
Be involved

OF FOOD FOR A
Jan Jarrett Team — 818

The results are in
Pastor Beenken Team — 744

OF GOOD!
Nan Goff Team — 665

Donation total — 3650 Items!!
A Ton of Food for a Ton of Good provides much needed food for others in our
community. Every year this event consistently grows. The generous donations of
our members and our friends blesses those who could use a little extra food on
their tables. Each year the team members are switched around to make it fair but
one thing that is for sure — all who participate are winners in the spirit of loving
our neighbors!

COMMUNITY ACTION AND NURTURE CAN
I would like to talk a little bit about our group called Community Action and
Nurture. We are a group of five active dedicated women. We meet every
other month, the second Sunday of the month, during coffee hour. Our next
meeting will be June 9, or sooner if need be. These women are full of great
ideas, that represent Grace and Peace very well. Our activities are within the
church and also in the community. On Sunday, June 9th we will be having an
Ice Cream Social after our regular 9:00am service. Ice cream will be provided,
but we are in need of pies and cakes to be brought in the day before.

Our friend

Our friend

Future activities will be a baseball game at Dozer Park on July 27, a
Rummage Sale in the fall, along with quarterly dining opportunities at various
restaurants. Look for future dates to be posted. We are always looking for
new ideas from additional members. If interested contact Diane Page

MUCH APPRECIATION
Thank you for the many expressions of sympathy on the death of my mother.
The cards, prayers, memorials, and those who came to Canton to the funeral
were very much appreciated. The last month has been especially difficult with
her passing away in Georgia. It means a lot to be a part of such a supportive
congregation. Pam Kovach

MUCH APPRECIATION
Thank you Grace and Peace Church for all your help during Kelly’s illness and
with her funeral. All your prayers, well wishes and visits, monetary gifts, and food
were greatly appreciated. Thanks so much from Steve, Collin, and Addisyn Smet.

Join the ladies of aGAPe for a fun filled afternoon of sewing and fellowship.
Sewing days in May are Wednesday, May 1, 15, and 29 . Roberta Dietrich

FIFTY+ FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP TUESDAY, MAY 7 10:30AM

Sisters

MIRIAM CIRCLE TUESDAY, MAY 14 7:00PM

Create!

For our May outing we will tour the Coroner’s office and learn about what the
coroner does. Our tour will begin at 10:30 am at the Coroner’s office. We start in
the classroom so will be seated. After a presentation and questions and answers
we will tour the morgue. Some seating will be available. Those who wish can go
to lunch after — place still to be determined. May is also a Senior morning at the
Riverfront museum for those interested. Carol Gard

WOMEN AND FRIENDS OF GRACE AND PEACE

Friends

+

CALLING ALL OWLS! (OLD WISE LUTHERANS)

Springtime!

Interesting!

Sew fun

AGAPE SEWING GROUP WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 15, 29 11:30AM

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Miriam Circle will meet Tuesday, May 14 at church at 7:00pm.
Join the ladies of Grace and Peace for Bible study and fellowship. Carol Gard

The ever popular paint night will be held here at Grace and Peace on Friday, May
10! Watch your weekly Cornerstone for additional information as to start time and
cost! It will be another fun evening with friends and don’t worry no artistic ability
required!

Please join us on Wednesdays from 10:30am-2:30pm to play games, socialize,
and enjoy lunch (bring your own sack lunch). There will be several games to
choose from including: Dominoes, Manipulation, Phase10, Skip-Bo, and Farkle.
Our friends from Zion Church previously met at their church but now will begin
meeting at Grace and Peace on Wednesdays. So become an OWL (or an OWLet)
as we join in on the tradition. Questions contact Deb Meyer

A hearty thank you and recognition to our members
who are volunteering to beautify our grounds.
Mowing Team
Landscaping Team
Jerry Hinshaw
Diane Page — flower pots
Dale Bollman
Chris Golden — entrance, east side
Jim Claude
Barb Purple — entrance, west side
Wally Hochsprung
Roxanne Hochsprung — southeast corner
Roxanne Hochsprung
Glenn Thienert — northeast corner
Mark Golden — traffic circle, traffic island, south side

To My Church Family,
Again, I am left speechless with the amount of love and support you have
shown our family. You have helped us in our time of need; when Cheriz
has been not feeling well, to babysitting Devon so Cheriz and I can be a
part of Church Council, and to monetary support for my schooling. Because
of your continuous support, I have the ability to answer my calling from
God to serve the church!
I would like to share with you a little bit about my seminarian journey so far; classes
I am taking, thoughts I have been pondering, and things that I have learned. I am currently
one full semester into this adventure, and more than half way through my second. The
summer leading up to my first semester I was enrolled in an intensive 8-week summer
Greek course. This has proven to be extremely useful with my exegetical analysis of the
Gospels and Paul’s letters. Being able to read and translate the Word from it’s original
language provides a rich insightful learning experience. It is interesting to read a verse
one way, and from a simple changing of a word, seeing the impact that word can make.
I have taken my Greek translating skills, which are still being sharpened and honed every
week, and constantly use them in translating my New testament letters (mainly Paul’s
letters) for many of my courses this semester.
I have taken classes in Christian worship, church history, and discipleship; diving into
the meaning of the rituals and order of service we use every Sunday. These have been
some of my favorite classes. They have given me a closer relationship with Lutheran
history and worship, and enriches my experience with this beloved community that I am
a part of. I have seen the amazing discipleship here at Grace and Peace, and anyone who
comes into the walls of our church or sees the many things we do for our community, can
truly see how God is moving and at work in the world today through our congregation!
I would say the most interesting class I have taken has been Jesus Christ in Plural Worlds.
This class has made me really look at the world around us. We live in a society of so
many differing cultures, beliefs, and ethnicities. It is constantly changing! Being able
to articulate and be in conversation with one another in our pluralistic society is crucial
in making peace with our fellow sisters and brothers in Christ. Open, raw, vulnerable
dialogue is a must, which was an occurring theme from the class.
Finally, the class that has been most beneficial for me has been my Systematic Theology
class. This class has also been the most difficult for me as well, as it pushes me to think
theologically and be able to articulate my faith coherently, even in subjects where we do
not have the answers! It mainly follows the Nicene Constantinopolitan Creed, and our
triune God who which we put our trust in. We are constantly pushed to refine and
sharpen our thoughts until our head hurts!
I am only a couple semesters in and am already learning so much, and it is thanks to
the unbelievable support you all have shown our family, and I am so incredibly honored
to be a witness of Christ within the same walls as you! If you ever want to talk about my
seminary studies, I would be more than happy to have an open, raw, and vulnerable
conversation with you!
Peace, Andrew

Share the Good News
Celebrate

COFFEE HOUR AND MISSIONARY SUPPORT SIGNUPS

High notes

LWGP MAY MEETING FRIDAY, MAY 10 9:00AM

Sweet Treats

THANK YOU, GRACE & PEACE!

Play ball

HAVE YOU “LIKED” US ON FACEBOOK?
Facebook is a very active and effective part of the Grace and Peace
outreach to our community. With over 450 people liking our page,
most of whom are from outside the immediate Grace and Peace family,
we touch thousands of people each week with our messages and news.
We now regularly post news of the Grace and Peace family, inspirational
links, events, and a range of news and content from ELCA church wide.
When you “like” our page (you can find us by searching in the Facebook
search bar for @graceandpeacelutheran), you extend our coverage and
reach to your own social network.
This is a small step you can take to extend
our ministry and message at no cost to you
or the congregation.

There are still a few empty slots in May and June for Coffee Hour and Missionary
Support signups. What events in the upcoming months would you like to celebrate
with your friends at Grace and Peace?

Lutheran Women of Greater Peoria (LWGP) will hold its May General Meeting on
Friday, May 10th at 9:00 am at First English Lutheran Church. The program will
“The Chime Strokers.” All women of the church are welcome. We start with a
light breakfast.

It is with grateful hearts that LWGP thank the congregation of Grace and Peace
Lutheran Church! With generous donations of baked goods and desserts and/
or a monetary donation towards the Benevolent Fund, we were able to raise
over $1,200. The Just Desserts Bake Sale on April 26th at Lutheran Hillside
Village was a sweet success! Our gratitude for Carol Gard’s helping hands!

CHRISTIAN DAY AT THE BALLPARK
The Heartland Region Thrivent Member Network will again be sponsoring
Christian Day at the Ballpark for the fourth year in a row. Thrivent members
and friends will be able to purchase a discounted ticket to the St Louis
Cardinals game on July 14th, and will have access to a special “pregame
party.” The pre-game party will feature snacks, giveaways, info from non-profit
partners, a photo booth, a giant Thrivent Action Team, and more. Tickets are
available at Cardinals.com/Thrivent.

Visiting missionary

HOLD THE DATE — PASTOR LADERACH RETURNS — TUESDAY, JUNE 4!

Volunteers needed

THRIVENT VOLUNTEER DAY AT THE CHURCH MOUSE

Prayers

PRAY FOR THE CURE — SUSAN G. KOMEN MORE THAN PINK WALK

Volunteer

LSSI IS HIRING IN PEORIA!

Our supported missionary, Pastor Kirsten Laderach, returns to
Grace and Peace, on Tuesday, June 4. Please plan to join us for
a mid-day event, organized in conjunction with our 50s+ ministry.
Folk from other area congregations will also be invited. Pastor Laderach
serves as Madagascar Country Coordinator for ELCA Young Adults in
Global Mission. We are blessed by our close relationship with
Pastor Laderach and her sharing of her work and ministry with us.

Volunteer Opportunity! Want to help out the Church Mouse Thrift Shop?
Thrivent Volunteer Day on May 4, 9:00am to 11:00am! Weeding, planting
flowers, cleaning and more, both inside and outside. We can find everyone
something to keep them busy. Bring your own work gloves. The Church Mouse
is owned and operated by the Lutheran Women of Greater Peoria and all profits
are split between Lutheran Hillside Village and Lutheran Social Services.
Call Judy Huff at 309-697-6151 if you can help.

Happy Easter! The 16th Annual Pray for the Cure™ will be held, Thursday, May 9,
from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at Salem Lutheran Church, 1700 W. War Memorial Drive
in Peoria. It is a prelude to the 33th Annual Susan G. Komen More Than Pink
Walk for breast cancer awareness on Saturday, May 11.

Join their dedicated team and make a difference in children’s lives. The Peoria
office has openings for various child welfare positions, including: Child Welfare
Assistant, Foster Care Caseworker, Counselor-Adoption Preservation Therapist.
For more information visit LSSI.org and click the “Careers” tab or find them on
Facebook and Twitter.

APRIL Church Council Meeting Minutes
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APRIL Church Council Meeting Minutes

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

May
Bobbie Yoder, Don Yoder, Andrew Loebach, Sharon Bontz,
Jessica Thompson, Pastor Hanson, Helen Hamilton,
Jeanne Wineland, Art Rauhaus, Jack South

June
Jan Jarrett, Richard Joyce, Mike Love, Jacob Hughes
Marilyn South, Diane Page

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

