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Where do you think the Holy Spirit is calling us?
On June 9th, we will celebrate the Day of
Pentecost: The day that we remember that
God comes to us not only as the Father and
the Son, but also as the wily and unpredictable
Holy Spirit. Sometimes, it can feel like the
Holy Spirit is the hardest part of the Holy Trinity
to understand. She is, after all, impossible
to nail down, always doing new things and
changing hearts and keeping us on our toes.
The Holy Spirit is how God interacts with us
today. She whispers in our ears, gathers us
into the warmth of community, and lights our
path with God’s word. She’s an unpredictable,
ever-changing, and ever-moving force—and so
it’s appropriate that one of the most enduring
scriptural images for the Holy Spirt is fire:
In Exodus, the Spirit appears to Moses in
a burning bush, and the book of Acts tells us
that the Holy Spirit appeared to Jesus’ disciples
on the first Pentecost as “tongues of flame.”

In worship, we celebrate the fiery nature of the
Holy Spirit by wearing red clothes and hanging
red banners on holy days associated with the
movement of the Holy Spirit—on Pentecost, but
also Reformation Day and at ordination services.
We read Bible stories about the coming of the
Holy Spirit and we sing hymns about what she
does in our lives. This year, Pentecost fittingly
happens to fall on a Global Worship Sunday,
when we remind ourselves once again that
the Holy Spirit is always calling together people
from every corner of the Earth to be part of the
global church.
Sometimes a nod in worship, a handful of
hymns, or a red banner is where our talk of the
Spirit ends. But the Holy Spirit is always with us,
stirring our hearts like hot coals and lighting
fires beneath our comfortable seats to help
us carry out the work of the Kingdom of God.
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On June 15th this year, a week after Pentecost, our church council will
gather for a retreat to discuss where the Holy Spirit might be calling
Grace and Peace Lutheran Church. What plans does the Spirit have
for us? How will we listen for them? And how can we know for sure that
it is the Spirit guiding us, and not just our own well-meaning aspirations?
As Christians, we believe that one of the key ways that we can answer
these questions is through communal discernment. We listen for the
Spirit together and speak what we hear to each other. Writer and theologian
Frederick Buechner said, “The place God calls you to is the place where your
deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” What would make you
deeply glad at church? What deep hungers do you sense in Peoria or the
wider world around us?
In the coming days and weeks, I invite you to be a part of this conversation.
Talk to your representatives on the church council—you can find all their
names and contact information in this very newsletter, at the end of the
minutes from our last council meeting—and tell them your hopes, dreams,
and concerns for our community. Your voice matters. The Spirit is moving
in you, and in our church. Help us discern where she’s calling us next.

“The place God calls you to is the place where
your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
PENTECOST SUNDAY
SUNDAY, JUNE 9

CHURCH COUNCIL RETREAT
SATURDAY, JUNE 15 9:00AM-1:00PM

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE
MONDAY, JUNE 24

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC
Please help fill our hearts, spirits, and Sanctuary with a joyful noise of special music this
summer. If you are interested in singing or playing a solo, duet, or taking part in a small
ensemble, please contact Nan Goff or Richard Popp.

Make a joyful noise unto God, all the earth! Psalm 66:1

Volunteers
WK

GREETERS

ASSISTING MINISTERS

LAY READERS

2

Carol Gard and Cheryl Rauhaus

Linda Ericsson

Deb Meyer

9

Addi Smet and Collin Smet

Deb Meyer

Roxanne Hochsprung

16

Roberta and Ron Groth

Andrew Loebach

Jeanne Wineland

23

Evie Biegler and Deb Newton

Roberta Groth

Sid Peterson

30

Linda Ericsson and Jan Jarrett

Nan Goff

David Dietrich

WK

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

PRAYER PARTNERS

COUNTERS

2

Carol Gard and Cheryl Rauhaus

Carol Gard and Laura Tomblin

Carol Gard and Pam Kovach

9

Addi Smet and Collin Smet

Sue Hughes and Terry Goff

Carol Gard and Pam Kovach

16

Roberta and Ron Groth

Linda Ericsson and Andrew Loebach

Carol Gard and Pam Kovach

23

Evie Biegler and Deb Newton

Ann Joyce and Sid Peterson

Carol Gard and Pam Kovach

30

Linda Ericsson and Jan Jarrett

Nan Goff and Deb Meyer

Carol Gard and Pam Kovach

WK

COFFEE HOUR

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

2

Pam Kovach

Carol Gard

9

Community Action & Nurture CAN

No support donated

16

No one has signed up yet

No support donated

23

Diane and Mike Page

No support donated

30

Miriam Circle — Tower of Towels

No support donated

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
A hearty thank you and
recognition to our members
who are volunteering to
beautify our grounds.

Mowing Team

Landscaping Team

Jerry Hinshaw
Dale Bollman
Jim Claude
Wally Hochsprung
Roxanne Hochsprung

Diane Page — flower pots
Chris Golden — entrance, east side
Barb Purple — entrance, west side
Roxanne Hochsprung — southeast corner
Glenn Thienert — northeast corner
Mark Golden — traffic circle & island, south side

If you need the church unlocked — June Key Person — Will Staelens

Welcome back dear friend

+

FIFTY+ FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP TUESDAY, JUNE 4 11:00AM
Our June 4 meeting will be held in conjunction with our missionary
Pastor Kirsten Laderach’s visit. We will have guests from other
congregations. Pastor Laderach will provide the program.
The Riverfront Museum will now have free admission days for seniors
every second Wednesday of the month. The free programs will be every
other month — July, September, and November. The July program will be
a new Planetarium Show. Carol Gard

PASTOR LADERACH RETURNS — TUESDAY, JUNE 4!
Our supported missionary, Pastor Kirsten Laderach, returns to
Grace and Peace, on Tuesday, June 4. Please plan to join us for
a mid-day event, organized in conjunction with our 50+ Ministry.
Folk from other area congregations will also be invited. Pastor Laderach
serves as Madagascar Country Coordinator for ELCA Young Adults in
Global Mission. We are blessed by our close relationship with
Pastor Laderach and her sharing of her work and ministry with us.

Sisters

MIRIAM CIRCLE TUESDAY, JUNE 11 7:00PM

Sew fun

AGAPE SEWING GROUP WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12 AND 26 11:30AM

Winners!

CALLING ALL OWLS! (OLD WISE LUTHERANS)

Pray for our leaders

C/I SYNOD ASSEMBLY JUNE 6 THROUGH JUNE 8

Miriam Circle will meet Tuesday, June 11 at church at 7:00pm.
Join the ladies of Grace and Peace for Bible study and fellowship. Carol Gard

The aGAPe group is plugging along. We welcomed a new member in May —
Darlene Etter brought her sewing machine and soon had the routine down.
In June we will meet on Wednesday, June 12 and again on June 26.
Others are welcome to come and tie. Kay is taking the very detailed ones
but there are plenty more left for other people’s talents. Roberta Dietrich

Please join us on Wednesdays from 10:30am-2:30pm to play games, socialize,
and enjoy lunch (bring your own sack lunch). There will be several games to
choose from including: Dominoes, Manipulation, Phase10, Skip-Bo, and Farkle.
Our friends from Zion Church previously met at their church but now will begin
meeting at Grace and Peace on Wednesdays. So become an OWL (or an OWLet)
as we join in on the tradition. Questions contact Deb Meyer

Pastor Beenken along with Dick and Ann Joyce
will represent Grace and Peace in Springfield.

COUNCIL RETREAT SAT, JUNE 15 9:00 — 1:00

Love our Dads

Our church council will gather to discuss the past,
the present, and the future of our church!

SUNDAY, JUNE 16

Sweet treats and fun

COMMUNITY ACTION AND NURTURE CAN SUNDAY, JUNE 9

Timber

TOWER OF TOWELS SUNDAY, JUNE 30

Food for friends

FOOD BASKETS FOR LSSI

Play ball

CHRISTIAN DAY AT THE BALLPARK

I would like to talk a little bit about our group called Community Action and
Nurture. We are a group of five active dedicated women. We meet every
other month, the second Sunday of the month, during coffee hour. Our next
meeting will be June 9. These women are full of great ideas, that represent
Grace and Peace very well. Our activities are within the church and also in the
community. On Sunday, June 9th we will be having an Ice Cream Social after
our regular 9:00am service. Ice cream will be provided, but we are in need
of pies and cakes to be brought in the day before.
Future activities will be a baseball game at Dozer Park on July 27, a
Rummage Sale in the fall, along with quarterly dining opportunities at
various restaurants. Look for future dates to be posted. We are always
looking for new ideas from additional members. Interested contact Diane Page.

Once again it is time for the Tower of Towels fundraiser, Sunday, June 30
bring some towels to add to our tower, let’s see if we can beat last year’s quota.
Dimensions are approximately 27” x 54” — the best buys seem to be at Walmart.
Roberta Dietrich

On Friday, May 17, six of us gathered at the LSSI offices on Rohmann to assemble
the first batch of food baskets for 2019. It took about 2½ hours but we came out
exactly right in our counting.
The numbers are always interesting:
We’ve been doing this about 25 years, back when we started with SHARE food.
We took 18 names which meant 30 adults and 44 children.
It cost $2026.36 using Thrivent Choice Dollars and Action Team Cards.
We supplied 770 items plus 406 treats, 27 boxes, 15 additional hours
of planning and shopping for the groceries.
The sum total of ages of the six people working was 448.
We look forward to another team effort in October. The rain held off but
last October it snowed on us! Roberta Dietrich

The Heartland Region Thrivent Member Network will again be sponsoring
Christian Day at the Ballpark for the fourth year in a row. Thrivent members
and friends will be able to purchase a discounted ticket to the St Louis
Cardinals game on July 14th, and will have access to a special “pregame
party.” The pre-game party will feature snacks, giveaways, info from non-profit
partners, a photo booth, a giant Thrivent Action Team, and more. Tickets are
available at Cardinals.com/Thrivent. Carol Gard

THANK YOU … THANK YOU … THANK YOU
Thank you for your support and participation in our April 15
and April 22 emphasis on the work of Lutheran Social Services
of Illinois (LSSI), our largest partner in providing ministry to
those in need within our community and state.
A congregational donor matched contributions up to our goal of
$3,001, and our
contributions to LSSI
Our results?
As of April 22, our congregational giving, including our
matching donor gift totaled 15+, a very much appreciated
increase from last year’s remarkable $3,000 gift!
One in every 201 Illinois residents is touched by the work
of LSSI in some way. Coupled with Grace and Peace’s
volunteers, food baskets, foster family Christmas gifts and
other involvement — this partnership is healthy, well, and
serving those in need.
Thank you indeed!

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church will be holding VBS: Campfire from July 8th-12th from
6:00-8:00pm. There will be snacks, crafts, music, games, and bible hero lessons! On Friday
evening the children can invite all their family and friends to our end of VBS PARTY! We will have
an outdoor BBQ with official STAR LAB tours! Come enjoy some BBQ and enjoy a tour of the stars.
You can register kids on our website. Our next planning meeting will be after church on June 2nd.

Thank you to all service men and women

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE MASTER SGT. TRAVIS B. HOCHSPRUNG
On April 29, 2019 a retirement
ceremony for our son,
Master Sgt. Travis B. Hochsprung,
was held at Luke Air Force Base,
in Glendale, Arizona.
Travis has been in the Air Force
for 21 years and has had
permanent duty stations in
Florida, Japan, and Arizona. In
addition he has been deployed
to Pakistan and Romania.
Throughout his military career,
Grace and Peace Lutheran
Church has prayed for him
and we sincerely thank you
for the prayers and support.
He remains active duty until
June 30, 2019. At that time
he will begin a second career
search and we will see where
that takes him!
It was an honor and privilege
to attend and participate in
this special ceremony for Travis.
Wally and Roxanne Hochsprung

Top photo: Wally and Roxanne were
asked to come forward and pin
Travis’ retirement pin on.
Bottom photo: Commanding Officer
placing a medal on Travis’ uniform.
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Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

Remember to pray for our kids
during their summer vacation

June
Jan Jarrett, Richard Joyce, Mike Love, Jacob Hughes
Marilyn South, Diane Page

July
Chris Golden, Mark Hopkins, Carol Martino, Sue Hughes,
Mary Whitledge, Vicki Bittner, Glenn Theinert

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

