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Law and Gospel: A look at what’s in store for August
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
One Sunday last month, we heard one of
the most beloved stories in the whole New
Testament: The Parable of the Good Samaritan.
In that story, Jesus quizzes a Pharisee, a Jewish
religious scholar, about the core of God’s law.
The Pharisee summarizes the law of God thus:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love your
neighbor as yourself.” Jesus nods his head and
says, “You have given the right answer; do this,
and you will live,” (Luke 11.27-28). It’s not the
only instance in the Bible where Jesus identifies
these two commandments—love God and love
your neighbor—with the heart of what God
expects of us. In the Gospel of Mark,
Jesus teaches that “there is no other
commandment greater than these,”
(Mark 12.31) and in Matthew, Jesus reminds
us that “on these two commandments hang all
the law and the prophets,” (Matthew 22:40).

Love God, love your neighbor.
This is the heart of God’s law.
As Lutherans, we believe that Scripture speaks
to us in two main ways. The Law is the first way—
or, as some theologians call it, Judgment.
The Law describes how we are expected to
treat God, creation, and each other...and it
describes God’s anger and wrath when we don’t
obey. This is scary. Nobody likes to be judged,
and it is difficult to have our own sin shown
to us. But just because it may make us squirm
a little bit doesn’t mean that God’s law is bad.

In fact, the law of God is fundamentally good
because it is all about relationship. It’s about
keeping us grounded in loving kinship with
God and with each other.
But none of us are perfect and we all fail to
keep God’s law from time to time. Sometimes
that means we’ll slip up in little ways that are
easily corrected with an apology and a word
of forgiveness—but sometimes, our sins are
profound and leave lasting consequences,
not only for ourselves, but for our neighbors.
When that happens, all of humanity and
creation bear that sin in our collective body.
Thank goodness, then, that Scripture speaks
to us in a second way: Gospel.
Gospel is God’s enduring promise that judgment
is not the last word for us. Even in anger, God
loves us. Even when we fall short, God promises
to forgive and create something new out of the
ashes of the old. The greatest embodiment of
Gospel is Jesus Christ himself, who bears the full
weight of God’s Law on the cross for the sake of
all humanity. In Jesus, the Gospel promise is that
even when our attempt to keep the Law is a total
flop, God will remain by our side as we work to
return to right relationship, and that in the end
we will all be redeemed together.
But it’s important to remember that Law
and Gospel function together. God promises
that God’s final word is forgiveness—but that
does not erase the expectation that we
uphold the fundamental heart of the law.
Love God, love your neighbor.
Continued on next page
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Throughout August, we’ll be hearing
both Law and Gospel in our Scripture texts
for each week. From the Old Testament,
we’ll hear a series of passages from
Hosea, Isaiah, and Jeremiah. Many of
these passages will sound angry: Through
these prophets, God is expressing God’s
frustration with God’s people. In one case,
they have spent all their energy on religious
rituals when they should have focused on
caring for the vulnerable. “I’m tired of your
worship,” God is saying. “That doesn’t
help the poor. Go seek justice instead.”
In another case, God accuses Israel of
wasting God’s gifts in thinking only of
themselves, and compares them to a
lovingly tended vineyard that has produced
nothing but sour grapes. This message is
also carried in the epistle readings, which,
beginning in the second week of August,
will come to us from the Book of Hebrews.
This letter to the early church moves back
and forth between stern warnings that
God’s people must turn back to God and
loving encouragement that God’s grace
and mercy abound. And in our Gospel
lessons, which will come from the twelfth
and thirteenth chapters of Luke, Jesus will
warn us repeatedly that the redemption of
the world comes by way of love for God and
neighbor—and not for things like wealth,
institutions, or even strict interpretation of
the Law. Love God and love your neighbor,
these texts seem to remind us. This is the
only way forward.
This month we will hear words that speak
to us from across a divide of thousands
of years, but they are still relevant for the
church today. I invite you to ponder this as
we journey together through the dog days
of summer. Why might God be speaking
to us through them now? What judgment
might God be warning us about? Where
are we being exhorted to turn from our
self-serving ways and attend to the needs

of those around us? And where might God’s
everlasting grace and mercy be breaking in
for us and for our neighbors?
As always, brothers and sisters, I’m eager
to hear your thoughts. Send them my way
or stop by for a chat—I’m always in my office
on Mondays from 9 to noon, and plenty of
other times besides to share conversation
and coffee. Let’s enjoy the walk of faith
together! Yours in Christ, Pastor Mary

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
LAURA IS ON VACATION
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, AUGUST 15 6:30PM

RUMMAGE SALE
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE
MONDAY, AUGUST 19

Volunteers

WK

GREETERS

ASSISTING MINISTERS

LAY READERS

Mary Jane and Jerry Hinshaw

Andrew Loebach

Mary Jane Hinshaw

11

Roxanne and Wally Hochsprung

Deb Meyer

Laura Tomblin

18

Julie and Emily Smith

Hilary Shirven

Chris Golden

25

Barbara Purple and Amanda Taylor

Nan Goff

Barb Bollman

WK

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

PRAYER PARTNERS

COUNTERS

Mary Jane and Jerry Hinshaw

Andrew Loebach and Laura Tomblin

Roberta and David Dietrich

11

Roxanne and Wally Hochsprung

Nan Goff and Deb Meyers

Roberta and David Dietrich

18

Julie and Emily Smith

Carol Gard and Ann Joyce

Roberta and David Dietrich

25

Barbara Purple and Amanda Taylor

Linda Ericsson and Terry Goff

Roberta and David Dietrich

WK

COFFEE HOUR

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

ALTAR GUILD

4

Miriam Circle

Carol Gard

Chris Golden

11

No one has signed up yet

No support donated

Jeanne Wineland

18

Cheriz and Andrew’s 4th Anniversary

No support donated

Mary Jane Hinshaw

25

Deb Newton

No support donated

No one has signed up yet

4

4

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
A hearty thank you and
recognition to our members
who are volunteering to
beautify our grounds.

Mowing Team

Landscaping Team

Jerry Hinshaw
Dale Bollman
Jim Claude
Wally Hochsprung
Roxanne Hochsprung

Diane Page — flower pots
Chris Golden — entrance, east side
Barb Purple — entrance, west side
Roxanne Hochsprung — southeast corner
Glenn Thienert — northeast corner
Mark Golden — traffic circle & island, south side

If you need the church unlocked — August Key Person — Mary Whitledge

2019

VBS CAMPFIRE
Thank you to all who made
VBS such a success. The kids,
and adults, had such fun!

I won!
Sisters
Providing supplies for around the world

+

FIFTY+ FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP TUESDAY, AUGUST 6 NOON
Fifties Plus will have a game day on August 6 at noon at church. A light lunch
will be provided. You can bring your favorite game or wait to see what’s available.
Carol Gard

AGAPE SEWING GROUP WEDNESDAYS, AUGUST 14 AND 28 11:30AM
Hooray! We have 40 quilts completely finished for LWR and many more in
various stages of construction. Our working days in August will be Wednesday,
August 14 and August 28. Our mighty crew of six is stitching and tying away.
There have been several articles in the LWR bulletins regarding different
quilting groups around the country. Churches and ladies in Iowa, Michigan,
Alaska, Virginia, Minnesota, Chicago, Metro DC, and Pennsylvania were some
of the active groups in the Spring newsletter.
Melanie Gibbons, Quilt and Kit Manager for LWR, has written, “We are so
grateful for each of you — your partnership, friendship, and support. Together,
we have the privilege of being part of bringing God’s kingdom into a world full
of beauty and mud, a world being transformed into something bright and new.
We’ll enjoy the journey together.”
Another partner with LWR is IMA, Interchurch Medical Assistance, in Tanzania,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Haiti, and Honduras. Since 2011, LWR has distributed $13 million worth of quilts and kits in the Middle East. Roberta Dietrich

KITS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF IN 2019
Below is a list of things for each of the three different kinds of kits
Grace and Peace has been assembling for years and years. Join in
with items for each as the sales of the various supplies have begun.
SCHOOL KITS — Contains 70-page spiral notebooks, rulers, scissors,
pencil sharpeners, erasers, black or blue pens, pencils, and crayons.
HEALTH KITS — Contains a toothbrush, large tooth comb, nail clippers,
and two bath-size soaps. We have 90 bath towels from our
Tower of Towels. Thank you!
LAYETTE KITS — We have been stashing flannel
blankets, sleepers, sweaters and caps, undershirts,
but we need hand towels, bath-size Ivory soap,
diaper pins, and size 18-months socks.
There is a box in the library for your gifts. You may stack
notebooks on the two small desks on the north wall. We
will be supplementing the donations with purchases from
a couple of Thrivent cards. In 2018, we sent 91 layettes,
141 health kits, 202 school kits, and 105 quilts —
not bad for a congregation our size! Roberta Dietrich

Upcoming events for women!

MINISTRY

WOMEN AND FRIENDS OF GRACE AND PEACE!
You know how things come up and plans have to be changed! A couple of
fun and popular events that were postponed in the Spring are now scheduled
for Summer and Fall! PLUS more activities and events are happening!
SO LOOK WHAT IS COMING UP!
Perhaps the third time will be a charm??
The painting event scheduled for Saturday, August 24, had
to be postponed again! Watch for a new date as well as a
picture of what we will be painting.
Leftover fabric and notions will be put to good use sewing
Little Dresses for Africa! The Great Room will be filled with the
hum of sewing machines, laughter, and conversation on a Saturday
in September, from 9:00 till noon! It is a simple dress pattern to
be cut, sewn, embellished, and ironed so everyone can come and
participate! Coffee and bagels will be in the kitchen. Check out the Little Dresses
for Africa website: www.littledressesforafrica.org and just look at the smiles
of the little girls in their dresses! The website contains
all kinds of information (much more than can be printed
here and below) regarding this project that may be of
interest to you.
If you would like a bit of time away this fall, please consider Central Southern
Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA Biennial Convention and Gathering which
will be held on October 11-12 at the Lake Williamson Retreat Center in Carlinville,
Illinois. The theme of the event is “Love Others” (Galatians 5:14: The entire law
is summed up in the single command: Love your neighbor as yourself.) The
opening program will begin at 3:00pm on Friday afternoon and conclude
Saturday afternoon.
The Lake Williamson Retreat Center is beautiful in the fall! Registration forms
and all the information you need is posted on the board in the Great Room.
Lodging is comfortable; food is great; and Carlinville has some unique shopping!
Contact Ann Joyce with any additional questions.

Grace and Peace — an amazing body of Christ

LOOKING AHEAD AT UPCOMING (CAN) EVENTS
Hello again from Community Action and Nurturing (CAN).
We wish to keep you informed of all projects and fun activities to come.
Saturday, August 17 will be our Church Rummage Sale.
Items may be brought in two weeks prior. Please put items in back
Sunday School rooms, there will be signs posted. No TVs or large
appliances please. We will accept furniture. Any items not sold will
be gladly picked up by South Side Mission. Several volunteers have come
forward to help with this event thank you! We will need help after the sale,
putting items in the Mission Mart truck along with resetting the church
back to normal for Sunday’s worship. All volunteers welcome — and needed!
In September we will start “Nourishing Thursday.”
(Nourishing our body, spirts, and tummies.) We will be going out
to eat and enjoying some socialization with our friends every three
months beginning in September. We will choose restaurants in
different parts of the city to accommodate everyone. September 26
at 6:00pm will be our first gathering, this time at Granite City. A sign-up sheet
will always be posted two weeks prior. All adults and children are welcome!
September will be our Esther House month. Canned goods will be collected
during this month for Esther House. Also they have a request for grey towels.
We are excited to have a speaker come from Esther House Sunday, August 25,
after the church service to speak about the services they offer along with its
history. Saturday, September 21 at 8:00am is the Peoria Rescue Ministries
Hope Walk (see details on next page and on the bulletin board). We are hoping
to form a team from Grace and Peace to be in the walk. Anyone interested in the
walk please come. We will have a sign up sheet the week before. Also donations
will be accept during September prior to the walk. You can either put them in
the collection basket or give them to Roberta or myself. Money collected will
be turned in day of the walk. There is a challenge to raise $500 per team.
Fall brings Potluck Time! Thursday, October 10th at 6:00pm
here in the church. Bring any dish or dessert. Come spend
some time with your fellow parishioners. More information
as time gets closer.
Sunday, December 8 will be our Cookie Exchange
During Coffee Hour share your goodies with others.
All bakers welcome.
Once again thank you all for your support.
Watch your bulletin for many future activities.
Thank you from Diane Page and the CAN committee.

The 2019 HopeWalk is a fundraiser to benefit all the services
provided by Peoria Rescue Ministries. We're challenging everyone
to raise $500, from the board, to the donor base, right on down
to our employees and program alumni. You can join a team,
form a team, or raise money on your own, use a traditional
paper packet approach, or use the new FundEasy online
social fundraising tool, which we highly recommend.
Contact Jaime Farrell if you have any questions!
WHEN WILL YOU BE WAL KING?
Saturday, September 21
8:00am Packet/Money Drop Off
8:30am Walk Begins
Walk completed by 11:00am
WHERE WILL YOU BE WA LKING?
Peoria Rescue Ministries
2 laps (2 miles) around 600 block of Adams, Peoria, Dozer Park
Approved parking at Caterpillar lot across from PRM
WHAT IS IT?
A two-mile sponsored fund-raising walk
Supporting all PRM outreach and renewal ministries
for both men and women
Entertainment on the course
Bouncy House and Sidewalk Chalk for kids
Snacks, water, and coffee available
Meet with walkers and Renewal Program
Alumni, and hear their stories

Tagged The Walk, Esther House, Women's Pregnancy Center,
Walk for Life, Peoria events, peoria community event

Choir loft access

OUR NEW CHOIR LOFT CHAIR LIFT

How can we bless our young people?

SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED

A Bruno Chair Lift was installed on the stairway going up to the balcony on
Friday, July 19. It came to our attention that several of our choir members
were having a difficult time getting up the long flight of steps.
Thanks to the memorial funds of 12 members of our congregation, we were
able to fund almost all of the cost. We again thank Ruth Lied and Gene Norris
for their previous gifts to Grace and Peace. In addition we give special thanks
to the families of the following for their agreement to combine the amounts
to pay for the remainder of the cost.
Ruth Grenzow, Roger Ericsson, Art Rauhaus, Phyllis Henry, Velda Edenburn,
Glenn Thienert, Sr., Pete Gard, Sue Sylvester, Debra Lulay, and Kelly Smet.
Evidently the chair can also be used as a dumb waiter. Barbara Purple tried
it out over the weekend to get a stack of 10 quilts up to the storage spot in
the balcony in just one trip.
Take a peek up the staircase the next time you are here.
Roberta Dietrich

The fall session of Sunday School is almost upon us. Lots of volunteers are
needed. Could you? Would you help? Contact Cheriz Kunkel for ideas on how
you can impact the lives of the young ones at church.

PRAYERS FOR THE CHILDREN RETURNING TO SCHOOL THIS FALL
If you’ve noticed school supplies on sale in the stores it is because summer is
zipping by fast. As fall approaches please keep our young people, their parents,
caregivers, along with the teachers and administrators in your prayers.

Circle of life

WHAT IS HAPPENING TO OUR TREES?

Updated directory

SEND US YOUR CHANGES ASAP —
UPDATING OUR PHONE DIRECTORY

Fly Me to the Moon

OLLI PROGRAM

Many of you have inquired as to what has happened to our
ash trees. The photo shows that our ash trees have succumbed to
the emerald ash borer (EAB). The Council was notified in February 2018
that the trees appeared to have been infected EAB. The trees showed
evidence at that time that woodpeckers had been very active.
Once an ash tree shows signs of distress, it is too late to
save the tree. There is a pear tree on the south side
that has died of old age and it too will have to be
removed. The plan is to obtain quotes to have three
ash trees and one pear tree removed and stumps
ground out. These costs will be incorporated into the
2020 budget for council and congregation approval.
Mark Golden
Property Ministry Team clerk and recorder

To accompany our photo directory,
we periodically wish to provide a printed
copy of our Membership Contact Information.
If you have any changes in your name, address,
phone numbers (landline, cell), or email —
Please review your information and call (693-8428)
or email (admin@graceandpeacelutheran.org) the church office Thanks!!

Registration will open on July 24 for the OLLI Apollo 11 study group —
“Fly Me To The Moon: A Technical and Social History of Apollo 11.”
Mark Golden will be leading this study group. The study group will
meet on Mondays from October 7 through November 11 and will be
held at Lutheran Hillside Village. Registration can be done in person,
mail, online, and telephone.
For more information,
please see the
OLLI Fall 2019 brochure,
call the OLLI office at
(309) 677-3900,
or visit the OLLI website at
www.bradley.edu/olli.

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

Remember to pray for our kids
during their summer vacation

August
Joyce Smith, Larry Eftefield, Mark Golden, Scott Thompson,
Mike Page, Sarah Armstrong, Barb Bollman

September
Carol Gard, Zachary Thompson, Judy Coiner, Julie Ewing,
Bret Shirven, Deb Meyer, Jerry Hinshaw, Richard Noren,
Bob Kamin, Brent Dornon, Collin Smet, Lela Josephson

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

