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2019 Churchwide Assembly: Giving us lots to talk about!
Dear Siblings in Christ,
Once every three years, representatives from all of the ELCA’s synods, social organizations, and
national ministries gather for the Churchwide Assembly. This year’s Churchwide Assembly took place
August 5th through 10th in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. And friends, let me tell you: It was a landmark
assembly! The collected church body made a number of powerful decisions and generated some
important statements on a range of topics. Read on to learn a little more about what was said and
what it means for Grace and Peace!
The ELCA became a “Sanctuary Denomination.”
Ours has always been a church of immigrants.
From its beginnings in the Lutheran faith that
was brought to America by Scandinavian and
German immigrants through its legacy of
resettling refugees from all over the world
through Lutheran social agencies, the ELCA is
committed to understanding the unique needs
and pressures related to living in a strange new
land. In many ways, the declaration that the
ELCA self identifies as the nation’s first
“sanctuary denomination” is a continuation
of who we have always been.
This declaration reaffirms our commitment to
advocating for immigrants and refugees both
spiritually and politically. It does not mean that
the ELCA will obstruct the work of I.C.E. officials,
force congregations to house migrants in their
church buildings, or take part in any illegal
activity. Instead, it is meant to signal that we
are a church body dedicated to speaking out
on behalf of vulnerable communities, including
immigrants and refugees, working for just
reform to our immigration laws, and imagining
how newcomers to our country might enrich
our communities.

It took a stand against sexism.
The ELCA adopted a new social statement
regarding the injustices facing women on a
global scale. Social statements are documents
that are meant to guide teaching and policy in
the church on a wide range of complex social
issues and how they intersect with faith life.
The newest social statement, “Faith, Sexism,
and Justice: A Call to Action” addresses the
oppression and unequal treatment of women
and gender nonconforming people around
the world and how the church has aided
and abetted sexism throughout time.
This statement also lays out strategic steps to
guide the church in addressing these injustices
through political advocacy, social support, and
leading by example. It includes commitments
to promote equal education and leadership
regardless of gender and to work towards more
inclusive language and theological reflection
through the church.
It issued an apology to people of African descent.
The ELCA adopted a document called
“Declaration of the ELCA to People of African
Descent,” a statement of repentance and
Continued on next page
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recommitment. In it, the ELCA apologizes
to African Americans for its complicity in
slavery and racism and for its silence in
the face on ongoing racial injustice. The
statement includes a commitment to work
more intentionally toward racial justice and
reconciliation, socioeconomic and political
equality, and dialogue about the forces
of power and privilege in our society.
This commitment means that we will
need to take a careful look at how we
interpret scripture, history, and our
current culture, and it is closely tied
to the next set of statements. Read on!
It issued a pair of statements about how
we relate to our neighbors and each other.
The first document, “Strategy Toward
Authentic Diversity within the ELCA”
names a troubling fact: Despite priding
ourselves on being a progressive church
body that values education and social
justice, the ELCA is demographically the
whitest denomination in the United States.
Our congregations rarely reflect the
diversity of the communities in which
they reside. This document lays out
specific recommendations for seeking
healing where the ELCA’s lack of diversity
has caused harm, and lists specific actions
to help the ELCA reflect the demographic
diversity of its various contexts.
The second document, “A Declaration of
Our Inter-Religious Commitment” speaks to
the challenges of being a faith community
in a multi-religious society and commits
to work with our neighbors of different
faiths for the common good of all creation.
It affirms that, without sacrificing our
unique faith identity, we can engage in rich
and compelling conversation with people of
any (or no) faith tradition and serve alongside them to build a better world together.

So, what does all this mean for
Grace and Peace?
Together, these statements comprise a
compelling witness to the Kingdom of God
that we are called to be co-laborers in
bringing about. You may have noticed
a pattern: They all name a problem,
confess how our existing structure relates
to the problem, and then describes specific
steps at address the problem faithfully.
This is a bold new way for the ELCA to exist
as a church. Personally, I am grateful for
the work that the ELCA has committed
to take on for the sake of God’s people.
But I wonder how you felt as you read
these statements: Overwhelmed?
Confused? Excited? Encouraged?
Pay attention to these feelings and be
open to what they might be saying to you!
Some of these statements call for
continued work on responsibilities that
the ELCA has long held dear. Others
require us to spend time in reflection and
self-examination so that we might discern
together how to move forward. It is likely
that you will be hearing more about these
statements in the future—and you may have
a lot of questions about them! If that’s the
case for you, I’d love to talk with you more
(my open door hours are Mondays from
9:00-noon, and many other times besides),
and I encourage you to talk with each other.
As people called together in Christ,
we are blessed to have many conversation
partners gathered here in holy community!
Thank you for the part that you play
in bringing about the Kingdom of God!
Pastor Mary
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If you need the church unlocked — September Key Person — Julie Smith
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Mary Jane and Jerry Hinshaw
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No one has signed up yet

No support donated

Roxanne Hochsprung

29

No one has signed up yet

No support donated

Chris Golden

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
LABOR DAY — OFFICE CLOSED
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 6:30PM

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

PASTOR IS ON VACATION
SATURDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28-29

2019 RUMMAGE SALE — SATURDAY, AUGUST 17
Thank you to all who donated items, volunteered, and stopped by to shop! You each made the Rummage Sale
a great success! Funds raised will go to Esther Hours and a future church project. Items that were not
sold went to the Mission Mart, Church Mouse, Threads, Hope, & Love, and the Dream Center.

A ministry of love and smiles organized by our Nurture and Community Actin Ministry!!!

Milestone

25 YEARS — TIME FLIES WHEN YOU ARE BLESSED

LWGP

LWGP GENERAL MEETING FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11 9:00-11:00AM

Helping others

2020 ENDOWMENT GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS HAS BEGUN

Rippers n Winders

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 2:00PM

It sort of snuck up on us this month … the realization that Grace and Peace
Lutheran Church began 25 years ago. Not wanting to pass up the chance to
recognize that, we will be having a small celebration later this year. If you have
special memories captured in photos that you’d like worked into a brief visual
representation of our quarter of a century as a church, please pass them along to
Mary Whitledge to scan into a trip down memory lane. More news coming soon.

Mark your calendars for Lutheran Women of Greater Peoria General Meeting at
Bethel Lutheran Church in Bartonville on Friday, October 11. The meeting will be
from 9:00-11:00am. The program will be on wealth management. Carol Gard

Congregation, the Endowment Committee is currently accepting
grant applications. If you know any organization that would like to apply,
please have them contact the church and request our grant application form.
We are always looking for charitable organizations that might benefit from
receiving one of our grants. If you have any questions contact anyone on
the committee or leave a message in the office and it will be forwarded
to the committee. Thank you for your assistance. Endowment Committee

You may have heard the call for sheet ripping. The
process will begin on Sunday, September 8 at 2:00pm.
We already have had help from Esther and Hannah
Shirven, Nathan Johnson, Pam Kovach, Carol Gard,
and Wally Hochspring. Bobbie Yoder will be in charge
this year, and we can use a lot of additional help. We
have plenty of sheets; we just need rippers and winders. We will be using the ten winders that Jerry Hinshaw made for us last year.
Becky and Scott Ward from Morton will make the delivery to Minneapolis later
this fall. First English and Salem churches have been invited to join us.
Also a group from St. Paul Lutheran is coming to our church to do another
task for the God’s Work. Our Hands. day that same Sunday. Roberta Dietrich

GOD'S WORK. OUR HANDS. SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
We have indoor and outdoor projects, and some projects focusing on serving neighbors in the
South Side of Peoria. There will be a shared meal at the Proctor Center at 5:00pm for workers from
all the sites. We will eat together and share stories of how we make a difference in Jesus’ name.
Especially note we are collecting items for projects — so your congregation can participate even
if they cannot be present on the day. Please collect by Sunday, September 1 and arrange to have
them brought to Grace and Peace Lutheran that week, or on the service day, Sunday, September 8.
You can sign up online with a Google Form to give us an idea of numbers. You may share this
link: www.mytrinitylutheran.org/gwoh You can also enter those who sign up on paper at the
Google Form located there, so that we can have a sense of how many are expected.
Proctor Center 309 S DuSable St, Peoria
Indoor and Outdoor Projects
2:00-5:00pm Organizing, Bulletin Boards, Light Cleaning:
Redo four of their large bulletin boards (They have materials and a vision)
Weed through, throw out, organize office spaces
Light Dusting and cleaning
2:00-5:00pm Outdoor Projects: Weeding, trimming bushes, garbage clean up (Tools provided)
Common Place Family Learning Center 514 S Shelley St, Peoria
Common Place helps provide adult GED and academic enrichment classes teaching
reading, math, and science.
2:00-5:00pm Indoor painting projects, some outdoor cleanup.
East Bluff Food Pantry 512 E. Kansas St, Peoria
Indoor Project
2:00-5:00pm Painting a floor that was redone
Advent, Morton 1211 S Main St, Morton
Indoor Project
10:30am-12:30pm Blood Drive with the Central Illinois Blood Center.
Grace and Peace, Peoria 7611 N Knoxville Ave, Peoria
Indoor Projects
2:00-5:00pm Bandage Rolling: Tear clean bedsheets into strips and roll them into tight rolls
for shipping. Working with Global Health Ministries which ships supplies to partners in Africa.
2:00-5:00pm Personal Care Kits: Assemble kits of personal care items for people in need.
See the list of things that can be donated. These kits will be given to the East Bluff Community
Center, the Salvation Army Homeless Shelter and the Chillicothe Community Needs Agency.
Everyone is invited for the Dinner and Debrief at the Proctor Center at 5:00pm
We look forward to eating together, and hearing what God is doing among us as we serve!
Ryan Anderson ryan.anderson@felcpeoria.org

Paying bills
Sisters

MIRIAM CIRCLE TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 7:00PM

Providing supplies for around the world

With the Labor Day holiday and our speaker’s schedule we will meet
on Tuesday, September 10 at noon at church. We will have a light lunch
followed by our speaker. Our speaker is Steven Buttice, who will talk on
Medicare reimbursement and management. Steven writes a column in
“50 Plus News and Views,” the Peoria area magazine for seniors. Carol Gard

AGAPE SEWING GROUP WEDNESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 18 AND 25 11:30AM

Bible learning

+

FIFTY+ FOOD AND FUN FELLOWSHIP TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 NOON

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK
SEPTEMBER 1

We will begin our fall season with a regular circle meeting at church. Our Bible
study will be from the September issue of Gather magazine. Please join us at
7:00pm for Bible study, fellowship, and refreshments. Carol Gard

The sewing machines have been rattling right along. We now have 56 quilts
with several more in the works. We doubled up on two aGAPe sessions and
will be meeting on Wednesdayd, September 18 and 25.
On Thursday following each of those working days with tables up at a good
height we plan to assemble layettes on the first day and school kits on the
second. Anyone wishing to help is certainly welcome. It all starts around 10:00am.
Looking forward, we have a Gathering on October 9
for aGAPe with assembly of the health kits on the
previous Tuesday, October 8. The blessing of the
quilts will happen on Sunday, October 20 with delivery
of all of our boxes to Bloomington on the calendar for
the next weekend. The Goffs and Barbara Purple are
scheduled to make the drop. Anyone wishing to make
a donation towards the Central Illinois shipping fund
may do so by marking your envelope as such.
Roberta Dietrich, coordinator

Sunday School begins
September 1 and will be
held every other Sunday.

Invite a young person to attend!

Grace and Peace — an amazing body of Christ

LOOKING AHEAD AT UPCOMING (CAN) EVENTS
Hello again from Community Action and Nurturing (CAN).
We wish to keep you informed of all projects and fun activities to come.
In September we will begin our “Nourishing Thursday.”
(Nourishing our body, spirts, and tummies.) We will be going out
to eat and enjoying some socialization with our friends every three
months beginning in September. We will choose restaurants in
different parts of the city to accommodate everyone. September 26
at 6:00pm will be our first gathering, this time at Granite City. A sign-up sheet
will always be posted two weeks prior. All adults and children are welcome!
September will be our Esther House month. Canned goods will be collected
during this month for Esther House. Also they have a request for grey towels.
We are excited to have a speaker come from Esther House Sunday, August 25,
after the church service to speak about the services they offer along with its
history. Saturday, September 21 at 8:00am is the Peoria Rescue Ministries
Hope Walk (see details on next page and on the bulletin board). We are hoping
to form a team from Grace and Peace to be in the walk. Anyone interested in the
walk please come. We will have a sign up sheet the week before. Also donations
will be accept during September prior to the walk. You can either put them in
the collection basket or give them to Roberta or myself. Money collected will
be turned in day of the walk. There is a challenge to raise $500 per team.
Fall brings Potluck Time! Thursday, October 10 at 6:00pm
here in the church. Bring any dish or dessert. Come spend
some time with your fellow parishioners. More information
as time gets closer.
Sunday, December 8 will be our Cookie Exchange
During Coffee Hour share your goodies with others.
All bakers welcome.

Yard Crew

Once again thank you all for your support.
Watch your bulletin for many future activities.
Thank you from Diane Page and the CAN committee.

SPRING USHERS IN SUMMER, SUMMER BECOMES FALL ...
No matter what the season we have beautifully maintained
and landscaped property. A dedicated team works during
the week to mow the grass, trim the bushes, plant flowers,
and everyone’s favorite pulling weeds — why not let them know...
… Many thanks and appreciation to our volunteers!!!

MINISTRY

WOMEN AND FRIENDS OF GRACE AND PEACE!
The Central Southern Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA
Biennial Convention and Gathering is coming up quickly!
It will be held on October 11-12 at the Lake Williamson
Retreat Center in Carlinville, Illinois. The theme of the
event is “Love Others” (Galatians 5:14: The entire law is
summed up in the single command: Love your neighbor
as yourself.) The opening program will begin at 3:00pm
on Friday afternoon and conclude Saturday afternoon.
You can register for the whole weekend, or if you can’t
make it both days, register for Friday (including dinner)
or Saturday (including lunch). Registration forms,
as well as additional information on the event, are
posted on the board in the Great Room. The two day
registration fee of $80 includes Friday evening dinner,
your overnight accommodations, and lunch on Saturday.
There will be business to conduct, i.e. approving a budget and
electing officers. However, the majority of the time will be spent
in varying activities and opportunities: Bible Study; a panel
discussing “Opportunities for Women in Leadership”; a message
from Churchwide Representative Karen Voris; a hayride, yoga,
two service projects, and Fair Trade shopping. It is always
enjoyable to meet/greet friends from CSIS!
Lodging is comfortable; food is great; and Carlinville has some unique shopping!
Contact Ann Joyce with any additional questions. We can all travel together!

The Lake Williamson Retreat Center is beautiful in the fall!
Thank you to all who have contributed hotel and regular size toiletries.
These donations have been delivered to the Dream Center, Esther House,
LSSI, and Center for Prevention of Abuse. Items may be left on the table
designated by signage in the Great Room.
And finally, it is not too early to begin thinking about the Triennial Gathering
of the Women of the ELCA which will be held in Phoenix (yes Phoenix)
July 14-16, 2020. The theme of the Gathering is JUST LOVE!
More information can be found at: https://www.womenoftheelca.org.
Submitted by Roxanne Hochsprung
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Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

September
Carol Gard, Zachary Thompson, Judy Coiner, Julie Ewing,
Bret Shirven, Deb Meyer, Jerry Hinshaw, Richard Noren,
Bob Kamin, Brent Dornon, Collin Smet, Lela Josephson

October
Theresa Montgomery, Roberta Dietrich, Dale Bollman

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

