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Trust, Rejoice, Share
Apocalyptic Advice
Keep awake therefore,
for you do not know
on what day
your Lord is coming

The beginning of December marks the beginning of
Advent and, therefore, a new church year—and this year,
the assigned texts for the season begin not with joyful
anticipation, but with warning. From Isaiah, we hear about
coming days of judgment. From Romans, we read that the
moment has come for us to wake from sleep. Even our
gospel reading from Matthew contains a description of
the confusion and eeriness that will accompany the coming
of God: “Then two will be in the field; one will be taken
and one will be left,” it says. “Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left.
Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what
day your Lord is coming.” (Matthew 24.40-42)
Passages like this in the Bible are often described
as “apocalyptic,” which comes from the Greek word
apokalupsis, or “unveiling.” Contrary to the common
belief that an “apocalypse” is a foretelling of endtimes,
apocalyptic texts in the Bible function more as a revelation
of truth: a disclosure of something that had been hidden,
a laying bare of that which we would rather not talk about.
Advent is supposed to be a season of inspired waiting
and preparation, but the very first Sunday of the calendar
presents us with passages that sound less like a promise
than a blunt wake-up call.
And yet, these passages speak to the truth of our lives.
In our cultural imagination, the holiday season looks like
a sparkling procession of warmth, light, and celebration.
In reality, the holidays are difficult for many of us.
For some, the speed of the holidays reaches a particularly
hectic pitch, and the idea of quiet waiting is a distant
daydream as we struggle to stay abreast of our busy-ness.
For others, the holidays are a hollow time—a season
brimming with loneliness and reminders of loved ones
no longer with us. Add to this news cycles crowded with
painful uncoverings, from the impeachment process to
the “me too” movement, and it can start to feel like
perhaps “apocalypse” is a more apt description than
“advent” for the coming season.
Continued on next page
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But for all the foreboding that opens this new
church year, Advent doesn’t leave us in turmoil
for long. By the second Sunday in Advent, our
texts begin to name a new reality that is both
already here and yet to be: The wolf and lamb
will live in peace, the blind will see and the deaf
will hear, the desert wilderness will flow with
life-giving water, and God will reign with justice
and peace. It’s a vision in tension with the way
the world seems now, and yet our faithful God
promises that even this vale of tears will be
redeemed—indeed, through the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, it already has been.
How, then, do we Christians live in the midst
of this season of tensions and unveilings?
Once again, the Advent scriptures might
hold some clues: “Surely God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid,” intones Isaiah.
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
Rejoice,” Paul exhorts in Philippians. “Whoever
has two coats must share with anyone who has
none; and whoever has food must do likewise,”
Jesus tells us.
Trust, rejoice, share. Trust that God will be true
to God’s promises. Rejoice that God is already
here among us. Share the love of God with all
you encounter.

Trust, rejoice, share. These simple words
do not always translate into easy actions,
but gathered together in holy community,
we can bear the challenge together. To live
as Advent people in an apocalyptic world is
to live with the fearless joy of citizens of the
Kingdom of God, even as we work to bring
that Kingdom about here and now. At the
end of this season lies Christmas, and the
miraculous mystery that a tiny baby comes
to save the world from all its larger-than-life
troubles. Somehow, it is this child who will
teach us how to live, how to die, and how
to rise again.
This Advent season, I pray that you will
find spaces to rest in the waiting for a
world that is yet to come and to revel in
new creation that is already upon us.
May you trust that God holds you through
this season, now matter how difficult.
May you rejoice that the trials of the
present time will not have the final say.
And may you share the good news that
God is with us now and forever. Amen.

ACOUSTIC ADVENT
THURSDAYS, DECEMBER 6, 12, 19 7:00PM
Join us for a contemplative break from the hectic holiday
season as we explore the first chapter of the Gospel of John
and what it means that “the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us.” This casual, intimate service features guitar,
ambiance, and beloved hymns. All are welcome!
CHRISTMAS EVE SPECIAL MUSIC
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 6:30PM
Get into the spirit of worship early on Christmas Eve!
Prior to our evening service on December 24, please
join us for a musical celebration of Jesus’ birth by
Rebecca (Dietrich) Genz and Jeremy Huene. This
half-hour performance will include seasonal sacred music for
voice and piano. Come savor the season with this special gift!
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 7:00PM
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If you need the church unlocked — December Key Person — Will Staelens
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COFFEE HOUR

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

ALTAR GUILD

8
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Bobbie Yoder — Fur Babies
Community Action and Nurture
Bonnie Valentine

Carol Gard
No support donated
No support donated

Mary Jane Hinshaw
Chris Golden
Roxanne Hochsprung

22

—

Mary Whitledge—Happy Birthday Jesus

24

—

—
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Women’s Board

No support donated

Thank you to all the volunteers who contribute to
our worship services. Your efforts, commitment, and
smiles help make our services welcoming and special

Our four-legged friends

A FUR BABY CHRISTMAS
Guess who’s coming to visit Grace and Peace — Duke!! And you know what
that means. It’s time for a “Fur Baby” Christmas. Once again, I would like
to help all the cats and dogs at Tazewell Animal Protective Services (TAPS)
waiting for their “forever” homes. I have received a Thrivent Team Action Card
and will also be asking for your help with donations. If you would like to donate anything, I will have a box in the Great Room under the TV, beginning
Sunday, November 24 until Sunday, December 8.
Wish List Items:
Purina Puppy Chow (Dry)
Purina Dog Chow (Dry — Little Bites for small dogs)
Fancy Feast Fish & Shrimp Flaked Cat Food
Purina Alpo Chop House Canned Dog Food
Pedigree Ground Canned Dog Food
Cat Toys
Puppy Pads (Any size)
Fabuloso Cleaner

Purina Kitten Chow (Dry)
Pedigree (Dry — Small dog)
Rawhide Chew Bones (Dogs)
Dog Toys (Tug-of-war ropes, Kongs)
Jolly Balls
Pill Pockets
Bleach (Regular)
Disinfecting Wipes

Join us on December 3rd as we celebrate the Christmas season with a program
by the Chime Strokers. We will meet at noon for a hot lunch followed by the
program. You’ll get to sing along with some Christmas Carols! Carol Gard

Yummy

+

FIFTIES PLUS TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 NOON CHIME STROKERS PROGRAM

MIRIAM CIRCLE POTLUCK TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10 6:30PM

Help others

Sing

If you prefer to make a cash donation, please join us during coffee hour on
December 1. There will be a TAPS Doghouse available for donations. (All checks
should be made out to TAPS.) Thank you for making this a “Merry Christmas”
for all the “fur babies” at TAPS! Bobbie Yoder (P.S. In December, I will be in
San Antonio for my granddaughter’s wedding so we are celebrating a little early.)

LSSI CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR 2019

Christmas time for our annual Miriam Circle Potluck. We will meet at
Carol Gard’s at 6:30pm. Bring your favorite dish to share. Meat, probably
turkey, beverage (coffee, tea, water) will be provided. Let Carol know if
you are coming. Wear layers as the room may be chilly. Carol Gard

Sunday, December 15, we will be gathering the 80 sacks of gifts for LSSI
and adding hats, scarves, and mittens. We thank everyone who participated
in this ministry for 2019. Four vehicles will deliver the packages to LSSI on
Monday, December 16. Roberta Dietrich

Join in with other members
Who will lead our church?

YOUR SERVICE IS NEEDED!

Church Planning

HELLO AGAIN FROM COMMUNITY ACTION AND NURTURE (CAN)
On December 8th we will be hosting our annual Christmas Cookie Coffee Hour.
We are asking those who enjoy baking during the holidays to bring cookies
to share. Store-bought varieties are also welcome. Following coffee hour,
all remaining cookies will be offered for $5.00 a dozen. The money earned
will go towards the Grace and Peace Family Fund — a much-needed cause.
January 30 will be another Nurturing Thursday. Feeding our body and our minds.
This time we will meet at 6:00pm at Bernardi’s. This will be the Dunlap location.
(North end of town). We are trying to pick different ends of town. There will be
a sign-up sheet available a few weeks beforehand.
February will be our Tea Party during our coffee hour. Coffee along with various
tea and crumpets will be served. It’s all about fun folks! Dates will be advertised
later. Once again anyone wanting to join is always welcome. Always looking for fun
ideas. See ya soon! Diane Page

Your Nominating Committee is working on nominations to meet Grace and
Peace’s 2020 elected leadership needs. This includes positions on Church
Council, representatives to Synod Assembly, members of the 2020 Nominating
Committee, and, through our Endowment Committee, members of that committee.
We all know and can articulate reasons we each might give to decline nominations
for these important roles. We ask that our members prayerfully consider stepping
up to fill these positions. This is important work, and all possess unique gifts they
can bring to these roles.
As you pray about these opportunities and listen for the Calling to serve,
please let a committee member know of your willingness. Our committee
consists of Jim Claude, Terry Goff, Roberta Groth, Barb Purple, and
Jeanne Wineland. If you have specific interest in the Endowment Committee,
please contact Brent Dornon. Please reach out to these fellow members
to express your interest.
In all things, please keep Grace and Peace
and our servant leaders in your prayers. Terry Goff

2020 BUDGET PREVIEW — ADULT FORUM
You are invited to preview the proposed 2020 Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
budget on Sunday, January 19, 2020. This preview Adult Forum provides an
opportunity for open discussion and review of the proposed budget in advance
of our January 26, 2020, Annual Meeting. The Forum will take place during
the regular Sunday School time.

ANNUAL MEETING SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 FOLLOWING WORSHIP
The Annual Meeting is getting closer. Articles for the Annual Report
will be accepted any time — the earlier the better! Thanks!

The tradition of giving
Join us in Phoenix!

MINISTRY

WOMEN AND FRIENDS OF GRACE AND PEACE!
God of grace, you have showered us with abundance and entrusted to us the
ministries of Women of the ELCA. Help us to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support
one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing
and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world. Accept these gifts and our
prayer that, nurtured by your Word, filled with your Spirit, and fed at your table, we may
share with gladness all that you have shared with us, until all creation is satisfied. Amen.
On Sunday, November 17, a very special Thankoffering Service was held at Grace and Peace
Lutheran Church. In her sermon, Pastor Beenken spoke of the long standing tradition of the
Women of the Church to give thanks for blessings received. Pastor Beenken also spoke of
how this tradition continues in present day within the Women of the ELCA and the activism
and support for life-changing ministries — addressing domestic violence, commercial sexual
exploitation, human trafficking, anti-racism, health and wellness, global education, workshops,
resources, scholarships, grants to non-profits, and so much more!
The response of Grace and Peace Lutheran Church was overwhelming and $655 was sent to
the Women of the ELCA in Chicago to assist with the programs listed above. The blue offering
envelope had an area printed on it that said: In Thanks For ____________ . Responses were
not necessary nor required however there were some responses given, such as:
 All God has given us;
 Health, home, family, beauty of the earth, church family;
 Nurture and service efforts of the ELCA;
 Pastor Beenken;
 Women of the ELCA;
 Nancy Claude;
 The service and dedication of the Women of the ELCA; and
 Too Many Blessings to List!
To everyone who gave a Thankoffering, Thank You for supporting the endeavors of the
Women of the ELCA. Checks made payable to Women of the ELCA were sent directly to the
organization. Cash gifts were deposited in the Women of Grace and Peace checking account
and a check was written and sent as well.
If you would like to experience the joy and efforts of the Women of the ELCA, you might
consider attending the Gathering 2020 in Phoenix, Arizona, July 16-19. It is an experience
you will not forget! Registration is now open. You can register online at welcatg.org or
printed forms are posted on the board in the Great Room.
Want to learn more about the Gathering? Visit: www.womenoftheelca.org

R

Banking made easier

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE AT GRACE AND PEACE!

Church Donations

GIVING OPTIONS

2019 Giving

END OF YEAR DONATIONS

You now have another option for making your monetary gifts
to Grace and Peace – Online Giving!
THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO DONATE:
 Through the graceandpeacelutheran.org website —
look for the Online Giving section at the top of the page, OR
 Through a mobile app. Go to the App Store or Google Play
to download the (GivePlus) church app.
You can donate as a guest or set up an account to make one time
or recurring payments.
There are several funds listed on the donation page, including General Fund,
Building Fund, Seminarian Fund, Seasonal (for things like special flowers at
Christmas or Easter), Help for Families, and Missions Fund.
Donations can be made with a bank account or major credit or debit cards.
There is a processing fee associated with this program, and we ask that
you consider donating to offset those fees.

For years we have supplied envelopes for every member and regular attendees
to use for their church offerings and we will continue to do this for all those
who wish to use them.
In October On-line giving was introduced as another method of giving our
offerings. While this may provide a more convenient way to give there is a
cost associated with it which may make it less attractive to some people.
However, there is another option that you may want to consider. It involves
instructing your bank or credit union to send a check whenever and for
whatever amount you specify to Grace and Peace. The checks will be
delivered by mail and added to the offering for the appropriate Sunday
after receipt. Dale and Barb Bollman have been doing this successfully
for almost 15 years and at no cost to them or the church. Roberta Dietrich

Offerings made using regular envelopes or mail-in checks from a bank or credit
union will be deposited in the bank and credited to the 2019 giving statement
if received no later than Monday, December 30, 2019.
We believe that on-line transactions from checking accounts will also be
deposited and credited in 2019 if made no later than December 30 as well.
However, since we are still on the learning curve with the on-line giving system
it would probably be wise to make any year-end giving sooner rather than later
if made on-line. Roberta Dietrich

Free gifts to share

FREE DEVOTIONALS TO USE AND TO SHARE

Grants

2020 ENDOWMENT GRANT APPLICATIONS

Like to bake?

DO YOU LIKE TO BAKE? DONATIONS NEEDED FOR LHV ANNUAL COOKIE WALK

Like to nibble?

DO YOU LIKE TO EAT CHRISTMAS COOKIES? LHV COOKIE WALK DECEMBER 13

In anticipation of the upcoming Advent season we can prepare
our hearts with a devotional practice. Available for you or to give to
others are copies of The Upper Room, The Lutheran Prayerbook,
The Lutheran Message, Hope-Full Living and
The Lutheran Journal.
You can find
them in the
brochure rack in the
classroom hallway.

The Endowment Committee is currently accepting grant applications.
If you know any organization that would like to apply, please have them contact
the church and request our grant application form. We are always looking for
charitable organizations that might benefit from receiving one of our grants.
Deadlines for grant requests is December 31. Endowment Committee

If you are willing to bake prior to Thursday, December 12 we need you!
We are asking for sweet treats, specifically cookies and candies, for the
Annual Cookie Walk at Lutheran Hillside Village. Please put your items in a
container that you do not need returned. They can be delivered prior to 11:00am
to the main entrance at LHV, 6901 N. Galena Rd, Peoria. Proceeds benefit LHV’s
Benevolent Fund. Lutheran Women of Greater Peoria say THANK YOU!!

Fudge, Christmas Cut-Outs, Thumbprints, Chocolate Covered Popcorn, Peanut
Brittle, No-Bake Cookies, Chocolate Chip, Peanut Butter Blossoms, Springerlie
Cookies — holiday treats by the dozen. That’s what you will find at the Annual
Cookie Walk at Lutheran Hillside Village. Stop by between 8:00-11:00am on
Friday, December 13. Proceeds benefit LHV’s Benevolent Fund for those
residents that outlive their resources.

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

December
Will Staelens, Sid Peterson, Bonnie Valentine,
Carol Luecht, Natalie Livingston, Annette Jackson

January
Sherry Thorn, Emily Smith, Craig Lorentz,
Barb Hanson, Esther Shirven, Joan Winter

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

