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SEEDS

This time of year, there’s not much to do in
the garden. There are talented gardeners and
farmers out there who indeed manage to coax
small harvests of certain crops from their land
even in weather like what we have experienced
in these early winter months, but my husband
and I are not yet among them. Instead, we put
our garden to bed for the winter last October,
covered everything with mulch, and planned
to spend the coldest part of the year indoors,
dreaming and planning for the next cycle.
And so dreaming and planning is most of what
we’re up to at the moment. To that end, we
ordered a seed catalogue...and let me tell you,
that was a dangerous choice. My imagination
ran wild. There among the regular lettuces,
peppers, and squash that I’ve known all my life
were fruits and vegetables I had never heard of—
strange-looking plants with strange-sounding
names from all corners of the world: Snake
beans, Tatsoi, Early Mizuna. There were seeds
for heirloom varieties of more familiar crops too,
with showy stripes or unusual colors or mammoth
sizes. Beside each photo of the mature plant that
would grow from a particular seed were captions
containing mouth-watering descriptions of what
they taste like or interesting tidbits about their

history and uses. “A very rare, early and beautifully productive small, white, creamy melon with
mellow flesh. Tastes like Greek Yogurt with
a hint of lychee,” read one. “The legendary
pumpkin of the South and famously favored
by Abraham Lincoln’s family!” read another.
It’s a bit cliché, but seeds are possibilities.
They are tiny vessels of hope for the coming
year: For food, for beauty, for new life.
Possibilities are alluring. A yogurt-flavored
melon? A pumpkin with the stamp of American
history upon it? Who could resist? I wanted to
grow everything, but obviously not everything
will fit in my backyard and not everything will
grow in this climate. Still, I don’t regret the time
spent learning about new plants or musing
about those that simply won’t work this time
around. After all, it is only thanks to these flights
of fancy that I now know some of these crops
exist. I would have no idea about the fascinating
breeding, selecting, and seed-saving techniques
that went into developing a rainbow of varieties
otherwise. If we don’t allow ourselves to entertain possibilities, if we constrain our imaginations to what is safe or known or most generally
accepted, our futures become much narrower.
Continued on next page
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Last month, we planted a few seeds of
possibility here at Grace and Peace, and
I’m thrilled to tell you that the first shoots
that have emerged from them are laden with
promise. On December 6, our Christian Youth
and Education ministry held its inaugural First
Friday Youth Group Night. Nine young people
connected to our congregation gathered for
a raucous and fun evening of decorating
Christmas cookies and watching the newest
movie based upon Dr. Seuss’s Grinch.
Last month we also tried out a new midweek
service called Acoustic Advent. Over twenty
people made the dark evening trek to church
each week to spend time together in the Word
and in contemplation. Both of these new
ministries are still in trial stages, but I trust
that with God’s help they will continue to
bear fruit for many seasons.
I’m also hoping you’ll help me sow a few
new seeds in the weeks to come. Thanks
to your participation in last month’s Christian
Education survey, I have a better idea of what
you are all hoping to for as we seek to rebuild
ministries of adult faith formation and fellowship. While there are many avenues to explore
based upon the results of that survey, the
most popular time for a such an opportunity
was Sunday morning (closely followed by
Wednesday evening), and various types of
Bible study were among the most popular
subjects. Early in the new year, I plan to offer
a multi-week course on this year’s featured

lectionary Gospel, Matthew. I’m also hoping
to introduce an ongoing weekly devotional
and prayer group that previews the upcoming
Sunday’s texts and explores how they connect
to our life of faith. More information about
these offerings will be coming soon, so
please stay tuned while the final details
fall into place.
That’s just the beginning of what we might
grow if we let our imaginations wander.
Not every idea will take root in our context,
and some things might not be destined for
planting this year—but if we are open to a
few flights of fancy and to learning about
what other “gardeners of faith” are doing,
perhaps the alluring possibilities that lay
waiting to bloom in the time ahead will
continue to nurture us and take our breath
away with their beauty.
And so as we begin 2020, I wonder what
seeds are you hoping to plant. What new life
would you thrill to see as we walk in ministry
together? What dreams are you interested
in exploring, even if it’s just to learn more for
another year? I hope you’ll continue to share
these hopes and ideas with me and with each
other as
together
we look
toward a
new year
rich with
possibility.

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE …
2020 BUDGET ADULT FORUM

NEW OFFICE MANAGER BEGINS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 10:30

MONDAY, JANUARY 20

ANNUAL MEETING

CORNERSTONE DEADLINE

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 10:30

MONDAY, JANUARY 20

Volunteers
If you need the church unlocked — January Key Person — Cheriz Kunkel
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COFFEE HOUR

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

ALTAR GUILD

Roberta and Ron Groth
No one has signed up at this time
No one has signed up at this time
No one has signed up at this time

No one has signed up at this time
No one has signed up at this time
No one has signed up at this time
No one has signed up at this time

Chris Golden
Mary Jane Hinshaw
Chris Golden
Jeannie Wineland

5

5
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So many of our church members are “snow birds”
during the winter months that sometimes it is
difficult to find volunteers to fill these positions ...

Would you be willing to help?

Welcome Michelle

NEW PARISH OFFICE MANAGER

Special Council Meeting

GRACE AND PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Discussion

2020 BUDGET PREVIEW — ADULT FORUM SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 10:30AM

Your vote counts!

ANNUAL MEETING SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 FOLLOWING WORSHIP

A huge thank you to Pastor Beenken, Diane Page,
Roxanne Hochsprung, and Wally Hochsprung for the work
done to recruit; narrow the field of 109 applicants down to
four; interview those four candidates; and then extend an
offer of employment to our new Parish Office Manager
Michelle Hatfield. Thanks as well, to all the members of council who rallied to
hold a special stand-up meeting to approve our recommendation to hire Michelle.
She will officially join us on January 20. She will be introduced to the congregation
at our Annual Meeting, January 26. Following are the minutes of that special
council meeting held to approve the motion to extend her the offer. Also,
watch for a special coffee hour in February in Laura Tomblin’s honor wishing
her a blessed and joyful retirement. Mary Whitledge, Council President

Special Council Meeting Sunday, December 8, 2019
Present: Mary Whitledge, Diane Page, Pastor Beenken, Nan Goff, Mike Page,
Craig Lorentz, Andrew Loebach, Cheriz Kunkel, Linda Ericsson and Roberta Dietrich
President Mary Whitledge presented to the Council the name and resume of
the hiring committee’s recommendation for the position of Office Manager for
Grace and Peace Lutheran Church. Motion was made by Linda Ericsson and
seconded by Craig Lorentz to offer the position to said candidate. Motion passed.
In the event that the above named candidate does not accept the position of
Office Manager, a second name was presented to the council for consideration.
Motion was made by Andrew Loebach and seconded by Linda Ericsson to offer the
position to said candidate if the abovenamed declines the offer. Both candidates
have excellent qualifications and come highly recommended.
Recording Secretary, Linda Ericsson

You are invited to preview the proposed 2020 Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
budget on Sunday, January 19, 2020. This preview Adult Forum provides an
opportunity for open discussion and review of the proposed budget in advance
of our Sunday, January 26, 2020, Annual Meeting. The Forum will take place
during the regular Sunday School time.

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 26 at 10:30am following the
worship service. All members are encouraged to attend and participate. BUSINESS
WILL INCLUDE: Congregational reports; Approval of a 2020 budget; Election of
Church Council members, Endowment Committee members, Nominating Committee
members, and 2020 Central/Southern Illinois Synod Assembly Delegates.
Annual Reports will be available January 12.
Please plan to join us for this very important meeting.

Pack away
Worldly exhibit

FIFTIES PLUS WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8

Join us!

2019

Not ’til February

UN-HANGING OF THE GREENS SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 DURING COFFEE HOUR
Sadly it is almost time to take down all the beautiful Christmas
decorations. The more people who help the faster it goes!
Please consider helping with the “Un” Hanging of the Greens
on Sunday, January 5 during the coffee hour time.

+

For January we will go to Senior Mornings at the
RiverFront Museum on Wednesday, January 8, at
10:00am — Doors open at 9:45am. Get there early
for parking! The program is about Leonardo DaVinci.
We will view the exhibit following the program.
For lunch we are dining at Two25 located in the
Mark Twain Hotel. You can enjoy the pizza/salad bar
or order off the menu. February’s meeting will be at
church. Carol Gard

MIRIAM CIRCLE NO JANUARY MEETING — NEXT MEETING FEBRUARY 11
We had a nice Christmas gathering and meeting at which we decided to cancel
the January meeting. Weather can be iffy and there is no one to convene the
group as I will be out of town. We will meet at church on Tuesday, February 11
with Mary Jane Hinshaw as hostess. Ann Joyce will lead our lesson from the
January/February issue of Gather magazine. Our project will be missionary
support for Rev. Kristen Lauterach (Madagascar). Carol Gard

2019 CHURCH GIVING
Your Church Giving Statement will be available in the second week of January.
Check it over because we have the new online giving and we may have missed
one of the many, many pages this type of giving seems to generate. Thank you!
Roberta Dietrich

HELLO AGAIN FROM COMMUNITY ACTION AND NURTURE (CAN)
Moving forward, January 30 will be another Nurturing Thursday. This time we
will at Bernardi’s Restaurant in Dunlap. We will meet at 6:00pm. A sign-up sheet
will be posted two weeks prior. (I am using the list of restaurants that you all
requested. I have a big list of great places.) February will be our Tea Party during
coffee hour. Coffee along with Tea and Crumpets will be served. Thank you again
to my CAN group for all their help! See ya’ soon. Diane Page

The year 2020

MINISTRY

WOMEN AND FRIENDS OF GRACE AND PEACE!

Fellowship

Society has one tend to think of the month of January as a time to take stock and make
resolutions for the coming year. And then a person finds they are unable to keep or maintain
those resolutions. Women and Friends of Grace and Peace, below is a short list of resolutions
you can keep throughout all of 2020!



Be It Resolved: I will Breathe in Grace, breathe out love!
This was Pastor Beenken’s message at the third Acoustic Advent Service.



Be It Resolved: As a member of “the community of women created in the
image of God,” I will “grow in faith.”



Be It Resolved: I will “support one another” in whatever way appropriate for me
at this time whether it be active participation in Women of Grace and Peace/
Women of the ELCA activities, or by thoughts and prayers, or simply a smile
indicating that is a nice idea!



Be It Resolved: I will “engage in ministry and action”
as authentic to me.



Be It Resolved: I will “promote healing and wholeness
in the church, the society, and the world” as only I can do.



Be It Resolved: I will take note of the theme of the 2020 Women of the
ELCA Triennial Gathering coming up in July, and:

FELLOWSHIP DURING OUR COFFEE HOURS
2020 Coffee Hour and Missionary Support sign ups are now available.
Use these opportunities to celebrate your events and provide
fellowship for after our worship services along with support
for our missionaries. Reserve those special dates now!

Caring for little kids at Christmas

LSSI CHRISTMAS GIFTS
Thank you to all who paid for and took the packages
for our 82 children from the foster care program at
Lutheran Social Services. Special thanks to Ann
Joyce, Julie Smith, Darlene Etter, Jeanne Wineland,
Deb Myer, Carol Gard, Pam Kovach, Carol Martino,
Linda Ericsson, Barbara Purple, Bret, Esther and
Hannah Shirven, Hilary Goff, Terry Goff,
Charlie Scott, Craig Lorentz, and Andrew Loebach
who all helped carry, sort, match, double-check,
and tied together all the packages.
On Monday, December 16 at noon three sleighs
left for LSSI to deliver everything. The final count
of children helped by the agencies was 796. This
number is just from LSSI and it serves to magnify
the fact that there are a lot of children in the Peoria
area who are living in tricky situations. LSSI is only
one agency serving these needs. Roberta Dietrich

We love our four legged “Fur Babies”

A $550 “FUR BABY” CHRISTMAS

THANK YOU, THANK YOU! GRACE AND PEACE YOU ARE THE BEST!!
With my Thrivent Team Action Card and your donations, on December 10,
I was able to deliver the following items to TAPS:
50 pounds of cat litter
50 pounds cat food (dry)
31 pounds of Kitten Chow (dry)
57 cans of cat food
33 cans of Fancy Feast cat food
12 cans kitten food
8 packages of cat toys
2 ceramic cat food bowls
1 large container Meox Mix treats
4 fleece blankets for kittens
1 carrier
1 pop-up pet door
2 blankets
1 pair gloves
12 Mega rolls paper towels
184 ounces Fabuloso
40 ounces Dawn

203 puppy pads
104 pounds dog food (dry)
35 pounds Puppy Chow (dry)
24 cans dog food
1 bag Pupperoni dog treats
3 Jolly balls
15 dog toys
2 ceramic dog food bowls
1 box dog biscuits
3 bags rawhide bones/chips
6 collars
1 leash
4 dog harnesses
1 doggie life vest
9 doggie sweaters
1 gallon bleach
3 containers disinfecting wipes

AND — $550 in cash or checks — WOW!!!

Share with others

Once again, thank you for helping all the “Fur Babies”
at TAPS! I would also like to give a big thank-you
to Roxanne Hochsprung and Carol Martino for
their help with the coffee hour on December 1st!
Wishing you Merry Christmas and a Blessed 2020!
Bobbie Yoder and Duke

FREE DEVOTIONALS TO USE AND TO SHARE
In anticipation of the New Year we can prepare our hearts with
a devotional practice. Available for you or to give to others are
copies of The Upper Room, The Lutheran Prayerbook,
The Lutheran Message, Hope-Full Living and
The Lutheran Journal.
You can find
them in the
brochure rack in the
classroom hallway.

EP!C’S EP!CASSO ART STUDIO AND GALLERY
RECIPIENT OF A 2019 GRACE AND PEACE ENDOWMENT GRANT

Post on EP!C’s Facebook page…
Ronald McDonald House recently commissioned Ep!C’s
EP!Casso Art Studio and Gallery to provide artwork created
by artists with disabilities for their newly built house in
Peoria. EP!C worked with Ronald McDonald House staff
and designers to come up with styles, colors, sizes, and
mediums to adorn the walls and fill the cabinets of the
new space.
Thanks to a grant from Grace and Peace Lutheran Church,
41 artists created over 190 pieces to be on display.
From paintings and pottery to a 48 piece ceramic dining
set, the families staying at Ronald McDonald house will
feel at home with the vibrant atmosphere we are helping
to create.
The art will showcase the abilities of artists with
intellectual and developmental disabilities. We know
that some of the families in their stay may eventually
need supports from EP!C and this partnership will allow
them to become familiar with our organization, hopefully
creating peace of mind that there are supports available
well past their stay at the Ronald McDonald House.

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

A closer walk with God through Spirituality,
Evangelism and Community Involvement

January
Sherry Thorn, Emily Smith, Craig Lorentz,
Barb Hanson, Juanita Allender, Esther Shirven,
Joan Winter

February
Hannah Shirven, Jim Claude, Lana Staelens,
Ethel Theinert, Lauren Huskins, Ron Groth, Cheryl Rauhaus

Don’t forget to sign this month’s birthday cards in the Great Room!

