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Dear friends in Christ,
In just a few days’ time, the election year will
have officially opened with the beginning of
state primaries and caucuses. Our primary
election here in Illinois isn’t until next month,
but we will nevertheless be caught up in the
start of this election cycle as together we
watch our neighbors in other states work
through their democratic processes and as
we listen to the media follow each twist and
turn with great scrutiny.
The last presidential election is still fresh in
my mind, as I imagine it is for many of you
too. What I remember is not necessarily the
speeches that candidates made on the
campaign trail or the nuances of televised
debates. Instead, I remember how it affected
the community around me: How people
became nervous to talk to one another about
politics, how quickly anger and contempt
seemed to escalate, how the constant
coverage was at once riveting and
inescapable.
On the day after the election, I led a Bible
study at my internship church. I remember
asking everyone how they were feeling, now
that the results were in and the long months
leading up to the election were over. One
person shared that they felt scared and
depressed that the candidate they opposed
had won. Another responded that they felt

great—they had supported the winning
candidate. But mostly, the folks in my Bible
study felt tired.
Election years can be hard work, especially
because it is work that is communal.
Together, we must weigh our values and
consider the available choices from
innumerable complex angles. Together, we
must engage in dialogue and listen to many
voices, whether or not we agree with what
they say—or don’t say. And together, we all
must continue to live with the outcomes of
our collective choices.
It is a gift to be able to do this hard work in
community, and it is a tremendous
responsibility. Sometimes, that
responsibility can feel more taxing than
life-giving. But the blessing of work
undertaken in community is that it reminds
us that we are not in this alone. Our
wellbeing always relies upon the wellbeing
of our neighbor, and vice versa. There is
grace in, as the author of Ephesians writes,
“bearing with one another in love.”
As I write this article, we are just a few days
past Martin Luther King Day in the United
States. I have long admired Dr. King as an
activist, visionary, and pastor, and this week
I have found myself mulling over this quote
from his Letter from a Birmingham Jail
(1963):
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We must come to see that human
progress never rolls in on wheels of
inevitability. It comes through the
tireless efforts and persistent work of
men [sic] willing to be co-workers
with God, and without this hard work
time itself becomes an ally of the
forces of social stagnation. We must
use time creatively, and forever
realize that the time is always ripe to
do right. Now is the time to make
real the promise of democracy.
Dr. King devoted his life to justice,
particularly to the justice work of ending
racism and white supremacy in the
United States. As the Bible tells us—and
as Dr. King understood deeply—justice is
always a question of relationship. Our God
is relational by nature and defines justice in
terms of caring for the most vulnerable: the
widow, the orphan, the immigrant, the
poor, the sick, the isolated. As creatures
made in the image of God, we too are
called to uphold the sacredness of
relationship by treating every child of God
with compassion and dignity. The question
is not about what we should prioritize, but
who…and time and time again, God
answers this question by pointing our gaze
back to our neighbors.

that make us fearful. It means sharing our
much with those who have little. It means
daring to see those with whom we
disagree not as enemies or persecutors,
but as fellow creatures made in the
image of God. When we remember our
neighbors, when we seek to live in right
relationship and uphold justice, then the
work of community becomes particularly
powerful and lasting. And so, as we begin
the 2020 election cycle, I pray that God
gives you the courage to honor the
relationships you have been called into:
To treat those around you with dignity
and compassion, to vote for the sake of
your neighbor, and to be invited into the
tireless and persistent work of being
co-workers with God. The time is always
ripe to do right. Thanks be to God!
Pastor Mary Beenken

And it takes courage, prioritizing our
neighbors. It means laying aside the things

THANKS BE TO GOD!

Change is good!

Welcome Michelle
So kind

Hello neighbor
Invite a friend!
Bible Study
Join us

By February we will be just finishing up with our second Nourishment Thursday
at Bernardi. Hope you all enjoyed. We will continue to use your list of
restaurants every other month. On February 16th will be our next
adventure. We will be having a Tea and Crumpet hour right after the church
service. Of course coffee will also be served. Soooo everyone please stay
after church and taste our different varieties of tea we will offer, have a cookie
a crumpet or two. Looking forward to seeing you All. Thank you Diane Page

The year 2020

MINISTRY

How are you doing with these resolutions? Yes, I with you. I’m not there everyday
either! However, God is with us and He wants us to pray to Him everyday and in all
circumstances!
Here are three Bible verses that teach us LOVE :
Just Love:

Psalm 136:1-26

John 15:13

Deuteronomy 6:5

Fellowship

Be It Resolved: I will Breathe in Grace, breathe out love! This was Pastor
Beenken’s message at the third Acoustic Advent Service.
Be It Resolved: As a member of “the community of women created in the image of
God”, I will “grow in faith”.
Be It Resolved: I will “support one another” in whatever way appropriate for me at
this time whether it be active participation in Women of Grace and Peace/Women
of the ELCA activities or by thoughts and prayers or simply a smile indicating that is
a nice idea!
Be It Resolved: I will “engage in ministry and action” as authentic to me.
Be It Resolved: I will “promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society,
and the world” as only I can do.
Be It Resolved: I will take note of the theme of the 2020 Women of the ELCA
Triennial Gathering coming up in July, and:

Yum! Yum!

Synod Assembly in June
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