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The Persistence of Faith
Dear friends in Christ, grace to you and peace
from the God who walks with us.
On a Sunday morning almost three years
ago, Nathan and I found ourselves in
Diyarbakir, Turkey, looking for a church where
we could attend worship. Diyarbakir is in the far
southeastern part of the country, not too far
from the bordering countries of Syria, Iraq, and
Iran. A millennium and a half ago, this part of
Turkey was at the heart of the development of
a relatively young religion called Christianity.
Many of our foundational doctrines were first
conceived in the Christian communities near
Diyarbakir.
Sadly, it is also a region that has
historically been plagued by unrest. Diyarbakir
was on the way to everywhere else, and the city
often found itself in the path of armies that
were marching to war with other lands. To
protect themselves, the ancient inhabitants of
Diyarbakir built a ring of black basalt walls
around the city. The city outgrew these walls
long ago and now spills into the surrounding
desert, but violence remains an almost daily
scourge. Subjugated factions clash with
Turkey’s authoritarian government, and
refugees fleeing conflicts just over the nearby
borders often end up in the area, stressing its
limited resources.
While Turkey is a majority Muslim
country today, there are still Christians in this
part of the world, and Diyarbakir is a center of
the Syriac Orthodox Church—a church so

ancient that they still worship in Aramaic, the
very same language that Jesus himself would
have spoken. Nathan and I were hoping to
worship with them while we were in town.
According to our guidebook, there were three
churches in Diyarbakir for us to choose from,
all within the ancient ring of imposing walls.
We set out for the one closest to where
we were staying—but when we arrived, the
building was boarded up, obviously closed.
Undeterred, we continued to the next church
in the guidebook. But as we approached the
church, we were met by closed roads. The
morning was wearing on, and we considered
skipping worship and finding something else
to do, but we decided to give the last church
in the guidebook a shot before we gave up.
This one was open. We were a little
late, and there was no one outside. We quietly
snuck in and took a seat at the back. The
small stone building held only a smattering of
worshippers—there were more people leading
the service in reading and song up front than
there were in the pews, even after we arrived.
But the gathered worshippers sang joyfully to
our God: melodies that I did not recognize in
words that I did not understand, but which
nevertheless conveyed the depth of this
community’s faith and devotion. Despite
centuries of persecution that had reduced
their numbers to a mere handful, here they
were, proclaiming the Gospel as their
ancestors had been doing for nearly 2000
years.
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It was no coincidence that we had a
hard time finding a church to go to that
Sunday in Diyarbakir. Christians, and
especially our siblings in the Orthodox
tradition, have been an oppressed minority in
the region for centuries. They have had their
property, their freedom, and even their lives
taken from them because of the faith they
profess—the very same faith that we share
here at Grace and Peace.
Sometimes I think about that small
church in Diyarbakir and the people gathered
there on that Sunday when I am at Church
without you in these days of quarantine.
I remember them when I sing and preach
and read the Gospel in a mostly empty
sanctuary, and I remember that while this is
but a season for us, it is a way of life for
some of our siblings in Christ. We are blessed
to live in a land of freedom and opportunity—
but as with all blessings that we receive from

our God, we are called to respond with
gratitude and appreciation; to orient our
lives toward responsibility and care for our
neighbor and the world around us.
If you are like me, you are growing
tired of a wait that has no end in clear sight
(though we hope and pray it might be
soon!) This is new for us. But God’s church
has weathered far worse storms than this
and always comes out the other side,
proclaiming the Gospel, spreading God’s
love, and helping those around them.
Whether we meet in our building on
Knoxville or convene from the safety of our
homes, we are Christ's body gathered by
the spirit wherever we are—no matter what
challenges come our way.
Hang in there, my friends. May God
bless you and keep you safe. You are in my
prayers always.
—Pastor Mary

THANK YOU!
Sincere thanks for taking the time to send my Mom, Helen Hamilton, a
birthday card. They started arriving on Monday and she could not get over
how many cards were coming daily in the mail. She is tickled and will enjoy
them for several days. She had fun looking up everyone's names and photos
in the church directory. We celebrated in our most loving, low key way ... and
yes she got her coney dogs and rootbeer. Thanks again and God bless you till
we meet again.. Mary Whitledge.

YOUTH GROUP AND VBS
Youth Group will resume starting on June 5th- Online! Cheriz will be emailing
parents the zoom link and information about the upcoming youth group
activities that are planned!
VBS (online only) July 2020… coming soon! Anyone who would like to help
with supplies & pick-up-packets, etc. please email Cheriz (cheriz@msn.com).
More information to come.
Andrew and I are looking forward to seeing all the kids on June 5th for our upcoming Youth Group! Reach out to Cheriz with any questions:
cheriz@msn.com Thank you! Cheriz

Maintaining a focus on mission is an important part of dealing with challenging
circumstances. Some members of the Grace and Peace Community delivered
food baskets for distribution to foster families serviced through our partners at
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois . Times like these help us focus on behaviors
that reflect Christ’s calling to humanity.

Good Morning Everyone!
I hope everyone is doing okay at your end. Although we can’t physically see
each other I do think of you all frequently. I will continue to call the ones more in
need. Remember if Anyone needs anything please don’t hesitate to call Grace
and Peace and leave a message. You also may call Pastor on her phone or
myself.
I wanted to send a quick note to hopefully bring some reassurance about our
planning when and how we will reopen for services. This is a very important
issue and requires great thought and planning. Several ministries are involved,
along with our Pastor and the council, and the staff. Several factors are involved
in this decision. First the governor has to okay the stage for our size of our
group. We are not there yet. Only 10 and under are allowed and with strict
stipulations. Also we have talked to our insurance carrier. There are numerous
rules, regulations and thoughts regarding your safety I can’t list them all.
When the time is right you will receive an email, and letter with information when
and how our service will start. We take this very serious.
Right now our ministries will continue meeting and planning. Until then be
safe. My prayers are with you all. If any questions please call.
God Bless Diane Page

MIRIAM CIRCLE
Since we don’t know when our time of social isolation will be ending, we’ll
defer planning anything for June. Hopefully we can still go out to eat in July,
if restaurants are open and we each feel safe doing so. Ann said the June,
July/August bible study on prayer looks good, as well as timely. So keep your
summer issues of Gather for future use! Carol Gard

FIFTIES PLUS

+

Again because of the uncertainty of timing when we can get back together
again, we will tentatively plan for a program on July 7th at church.
Pam Kovach and I will share some photos and highlights of our January
cruise. Carol Gard

Financial Status of Grace and Peace - May 25, 2020
The Finance Ministry wants to thank everyone who has remembered to send in
his/her pledges and offerings during the last few months. I come to church about 3
times a week to check the mail for offerings and bills. Yes, the bills are coming
along in the mail too. Recently I paid our bill to L & F Electric for $15,485.00 for the
new light pole in the middle of our parking lot. This took money from our Capital
Improvement Fund in addition to money from a portion of a money market account
we have at Central Illinois Bank. Then we got another bill from H & H Electric for
$300. This last one referenced the fact that Ameren gave us a generous
consideration for this improvement on our property. We are holding just about
steady to our projections for the month of May. As you know, 5 Sundays in a month
always helps us. Thanks to a challenge grant from one of our members, we have
been able to send $5,175 to Lutheran Social Services of Il. with promise of more
money coming in the fall from another member. This is in addition to a $5,000
grant we gave them from our Endowment Fund to build a special facility in northern
Illinois. Congratulations to all.

THRIVENT ACTION TEAM CARD
We were able to get an action team card to help buy food for 10 families from
Lutheran Social Services in May. By using some money from our Thrivent Choice
dollars we bought some gift cards too. This was appreciated very much, and we
hope to do it 2 or 3 more times this year. We only took names of 10 families this
time because we had to budget our trips to the grocery store. We still managed to
serve 39 people in those 10 families

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
Usually in June we put out a plea for bath size towels for the health kits we will be
sending to Lutheran World Relief in October. As far as I know LWR is planning on
the ingathering, so on June 28 we will be happy to begin our Tower of Towels. The
best deal seems to be Walmart for about $2.89. The darker towels are the best bet.
If we are not yet holding services, you can leave your towels on the benches in front
of the church, and we will be happy to gather them in. More on this later. We are
working on some quilts, book bags, and gowns. I don’t think we will have a very big
crop this year but something is always appreciated.
Roberta Dietrich, treasurer and LWR coordinator

MINISTRY

WOMEN AND FRIENDS OF GRACE AND PEACE!
Of course the big news is: The Executive Board of the Women of the ELCA met by video the end of
April and due to the global coronavirus pandemic, The “Just Love” Gathering, initially
scheduled for this July, has been postponed to August 5-8, 2021 If you did register for the
Gathering you will be receiving information directly from the Women of the ELCA regarding
options for your registration fee.
“We are postponing not canceling,” said Linda Post Bushkofsky, Executive
Director of Women of the ELCA.
“We hope that everyone who is currently registered will come next year,”
Bushkofsky said. “And if they aren’t able to come, they could gift their
registration to someone else.”
The Women of the ELCA website makes mention of the possibility of a virtual
gathering experience this July so stay tuned! If/when details are publicized, we will
certainly provide them to you. It is also interesting to note that the Women of the
ELCA is receiving two months of salary and retirement contributions for staff under the federal
government’s Paycheck Protection Program. This is good news for the valued staff of the Women
of the ELCA. Hopefully it won’t be too long before the activities of the Women of Grace and Peace
can commence. We are all missing each other!
Women’s Board: Ann Joyce, Carol Gard, Pam Kovach, Deb Meyer, Roxanne Hochsprung

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church

Church Council Agenda
May 21, 2020
Present: Pastor Beenken, Diane Page, Terry Goff, Cheriz Kunkel, Pam Bebber, Deb Meyer, Craig Lorentz,
Darlene Etter, Robert Deitrich. Not present: Nan Goff and Andrew Loebach

Announcements & Opening prayer/devotions – Pr. Beenken & Pam Bebber
Previous minutes approved by: Terry Goff and seconded by: Pam Bebber

Old Business / Ministry Reports
•

Coronavirus update

•

Bylaws need updated- including ministries. Email updates

•

Rescheduling Council Retreat for July- August TBA (with Zoom option

•

Property updates- trees, mulch being picked up Saturday. Intercom system is working, lights/ pole
are running, trees/ stumps removed.
New Business

•

Job back-ups: Terry has two back-ups, Mary has a back-up and other options.

•

Restoring Illinois Plan & Local Plans: preparing for future


Diane attended meeting about future plans with other church leaders. Most churches
doing same type of precautions: Video sermons, zoom meetings, etc.



Some churches are doing Small groups in person with 10 people & under



Some are doing parking lot services (drive in type setting).



Churches services online with drive by communion receiving.

Phases and timeline: Bishop Roth’s Letter
Examples included in letter: Planning for when Churches open again: seating spread out, 2 services, outdoor
services, no greeters, masks, hand sanitizer at door, etc
•

NEXT steps for Grace and Peace:
•

JUNE 1st- Meetings under 10 people, wearing masks, spreading out in at larger tables, no sharing or
paper or food (bring your own bibles, etc). Offering zoom options for those who prefer during
in-person meetings too. Also, ask groups to clean up after meetings to wipe down handles,
surfaces, and items.

•

Possible future steps in next phase groups of 50: Outside vs. inside worship . more to come at next
meeting

•

June council meeting via zoom with July’s meeting in-person. Touchbase in June.


Thoughts: Thinking about the experiences we are living through, both the negative and
positive impact. How can/does this influence our ministry.

Treasurer Report – Roberta - financial update for outdoor electric & lighting project.
Finance: Terry provided income update & thank you to congregation
Pastor’s Time- Pastor Beenken
President’s Time- Diane Page
Adjourned with Prayer
Council Reminders
Next Executive Meeting – June 11th 5:00PM
Next Council Meeting – June 18th 6:30 PM
Next Devotions – Darlene Etter
Ministry reports should be written every month and distributed in advance of the council meeting to the
church office manager.
Pastor Beenken
Pam Bebber

(2020-2021) 1st

Stewardship

Darlene Etter

(2020-2022)1st

Evangelism

Nan Goff

(2019-2021) 2nd

Terry Goff

(2020-2022)1st

Vice President/ Finance

Cheriz Kunkel

(2020-2022) 1st

Secretary

Andrew Loebach (2019-2021)2nd

Christian Ed/ Youth

Craig Lorentz

(2019-2021) 2nd

Property

Deb Meyer

(2020- 2022)1st

Worship & Music

Diane Page

(2019-2021)2nd

President / Nurture

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

