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We Listen, God Speaks
Dear friends in Christ,
“I said I was hearing God; you said let’s
listen together.” —Rev. Lenny Duncan
I’ve been thinking about this sentence
recently. It comes from the book Dear
Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher
to the Whitest Denomination in the US. The
author is Lutheran Pastor Lenny Duncan, and
the denomination in question is our own.
Pastor Duncan writes about why he loves the
ELCA, and why he was drawn to it as an adult.
He writes with profound gratitude about the
way in which his church body helped him
discern his own call to serve God’s people in
ministry. “I said I was hearing God,” pastor
Duncan writes to the ELCA in his book; “you
said let’s listen together. That is your raw
beauty.”
What a beautiful image, to listen
together for God—not to question our
neighbor’s testimony, but simply to stand
beside them and see if we, too, can catch a
few strains of what God is intoning into being.
It’s an image, I think, that can give us comfort
and hope in this strange and alarming
moment. We are halfway through 2020, and
already it has held more than a year’s worth
of sorrow and angst. I confess that many

days, I am positively heartsick for our
country and our people. We’re in the
wilderness in the storm, and it is hard to
hear God’s voice speaking over the din. How
comforting, then, to know that we do not
listen alone.
But sometimes, listening together can
be disquieting. We know this well, my
friends: We have felt unsettled for some
time in the church, long before this year’s
rollercoaster of pandemic and political
upheaval. We have watched worrying
trends, like shrinking congregations and
shifting cultural attitudes towards
Christianity, for a few decades, and we have
wondered about God’s purpose in it.
Sometimes listening for God can leave us
puzzled.
Then again, it can leave also leave us
shamefaced. Thanks to our friends the Old
Testament prophets, we know that
sometimes God has harsh words for God’s
people. Sometimes God’s voice calls for
repentance or justice. And as an imperfect
church, we know we haven’t always lived up
to God’s calling—and so listening can be uncomfortable business.
But we listen anyway. We listen
together because we know, deep in our
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being, that the Word of God that called
creation into being is nothing if not
lifegiving. We listen because we know that
even when God speaks judgement, God
also speaks mercy and reconciliation. We
listen and trust that from the labor pains of
2020 and all that has come before, God will
bring forth new life.

of God into unknown territory. The
questions are hard: What—through current events, through conversations with
our neighbors, through doors of opportunity open or closed—might God be telling us? Are we ready to hear it? How will
we
answer?

In a tumultuous time such as this
one, I can’t help but believe that God is
speaking to us still. This is an undeniable
time of change—not just for our own
community, but for our nation and for
God’s church all over the world. Old ways
of being have been disrupted and
distressing realities have been laid bare.
The newness for which we have prayed and
that we have anticipated is upon us, and
God is leading us forward into it. It’s an
important moment—too important not to
pause and ask each other, “Did you hear
that too?”

Thank goodness that God has given
us each other for this task, that we can
seek understanding from one another,
and that in openness to our neighbor’s
testimony, we too might catch a few
strains on the wind. As we stare down the
future, my prayer for our congregation is
that we might lean strongly on our gifts
for listening together—and that we will
have the
courage to wonder freely with each other
about what each of us hears. I am grateful
to listen with all of you.

It can be daunting to follow the voice

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Mary

Bishop Roth Offers Condolences to our Companion Synod
As many of you are aware, the Central / Southern Illinois Synod has two companion synods in
Madagascar. Our two companion synods belong to the Malagasy Lutheran Church (MLC), the
sole Lutheran Church body in Madagascar.
We now offer prayers and condolences to the MLC upon the unexpected death of MLC President
David Rakotonirina on July 11, following a short hospitalization. His death was due to COVID19. The position of president of the MLC is comparable to that of presiding bishop of the ELCA. I
had the privilege of being part of a delegation of ELCA bishops and ELCA Global Mission staff to
Madagascar in 2017, following President David's election. This is a stunning loss for his family
and friends, and a blow to this church body that is already reeling under the pandemic.
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you our brother, David Rakotonirina. We thank
you for giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your
boundless compassion, console all who mourn: his family, friends, colleague pastors, and other
loved ones. Assure the Malagasy Lutheran Church in their faith that death has been swallowed
up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that they may live in confidence and hope; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
S. John Roth Bishop Central/Southern Illinois Synod (ELCA)

Thank You!
A belated thank you to all who sent cards and greetings on our 50th Wedding
Anniversary. Our family history is closely intertwined with this congregational
family and we value each of you immensely.
In addition, Nan thanks all who mail cards and share their greetings and
prayers as she continues to deal with health challenges. Your supportive words
and prayers are deeply meaningful and a source of strength amid challenges.
Terry & Nan Goff

New Church Sign Progress Continues
Your Sign Task Force is pleased to share the final design for our new church
sign. A deposit has been placed and the new sign is entering the permitting
process, with a site visit by the professional installer expected soon and
completion expected this Fall. The new sign will be approximately the same size
as the existing sign. The upper panel with the church name is fixed and the
lower panel is a high-resolution LRD display that can be programmed remotely
for convenience. We are excited to invite our community and neighbors to Grace
and Peace ministries with this new public face to the congregation.

Our New Missionary Partners
As many know, Pastor Kirsten Laderach, our missionary partner for the past few years, completed
her service as ELCA Young Adults in Global Missions Coordinator in Madagascar this past
month. Grace and Peace developed a uniquely close relationship with Pastor Laderach and now
has an opportunity to develop new relationships.
We are pleased to share background on our new missionary support partners, Rev. Grant and
Rev. Amanda Applehans. The Pastors Applehans will succeed Pastor Laderach and will transition
to Madagascar as the COVID-19 situation stabilizes. We ask for your continued prayers and
generous donations to support them in their mission. Your Evangelism Ministry Team will work
to establish a personal relationship with them as they settle into their new roles.

Following is background on the Pastors Applehans ….

Joy Comes
… looking to Jesus … who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross …
Hebrews 12:2
Imagine what Jesus must have known as he envisioned
your life here with him and your life to come with him in
heaven. He saw your every moment of triumph from
learning to ride a bike to the smiles of others toward
you. He also saw your struggles, knowing that you
would never be alone in them because of what he
would do on the cross. Jesus saw your past and your future with joy.
Why “joy”? Joy defined as glad-to-be-with-me is the relational sense found in the
Bible. The word rejoice is used 3657 times there! Since the prefix re- means
again, we are promised joy again and again. As we follow Jesus faithfully, we experience his presence in the mornings and the evenings of our lives, again and
again. Happiness comes and goes; joy endures steadfastly.
Julaine Kammrath
Aurora, IL
Lord, I am amazed that my life could bring you so much joy. May it bring joy to
me! Amen.

Recall: Recall times when you have known God’s presence with you.

Read: Philippians 4:4; Psalm 30:5

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church

Church Council Agenda
July 16, 2020
Announcements & Opening prayer/devotions – Pr. Beenken & Nan Goff
Present: Dianne Page, Terry Goff, Pr. Beenken, Deb Meyer, Nan Goff, Andrew Loebach. Roberta Diedrich, Pam
Bebber, Craig Lorenz
Minutes approved: Motioned by Pam Bebber, Seconded by Craig Lorenz; Minutes approved.
Old Business / Ministry Reports
•

Council check ins on mission/ministry
•

Property coming along

•

Evangelism—Missionary support to Prs. Appleshare, who will be following pastor Laderach,
recommending to give support to Prs. Appleshare.

•

Bylaws need updated- including ministries email to Terry

•

Bylaws—did work on evangelism—work with ministry teams to get changes/suggestions back to
Terry

•

Rescheduling Council Retreat for August (with Zoom option)

•

•

15th of August, 9 am-11/12ish

•

3 short term and 3 long term goals—Michelle will be sending an email.

Sign Update: Motion & approved. Sign is coming along. Committee discussed type of sign,
wording, colors.
•

Plug on the side of it? Church name in Beige/blue colors, white letters, outlined in black,
cross on top, bottom half is the changeable aspect of the sign. Taking down and trimming a
tree so you can see the sign better when installed.
New Business

•

Property updates: over budget $3000 for masonry project. Lighting project underbudget ($1700 vs
$1500)

•

Finance/ Budget updates:
•

Accurate Pest control contract (annual fee & after initial visit then quarterly visit/ fee)
under budget currently $325. 20% discount $260.

•

Coming Monday for first application around noon, then scheduled to come every 3 months

•

Sign/ fundraising (stewardship & finance committee discussion)

•

Possible outstanding funds to help with the cost—Roberta still needs to check with the families,
encourage people to give to the capital fund campaign, distribute list of improvements of the
church to the rest of the congregation

•

Restoring Illinois Plan: Grace and Peace Plan Document ready to put into action
•

Push back discussion to next executive meeting

•

- Start date (tentative) early August

•

Church Staff projects: Filling & book keeping

•

Michelle will be working with Roberta as a back up for book keeping and financials

•

Zoom Bible Studies, movie, discussions

•

Missionary support

Communication & Thank you’s to congregation, etc.
Treasurer Report – Roberta
Correspondence Pastor’s Time- Pastor Beenken
Endowment Committee—Considering revising the investment policy to align with ELCA guidelines.
Dwelling in the Word to start all church/ministry meetings as a way to center our discussions.
President’s Time- Diane Page
Meeting with Bishops and other presidents to discuss what everyone is doing around the synod

Starting of an evening Bible study group—open to others outside of parish—Youth and education working
with Pastor to get that started—primarily over zoom.
Adjourned with Lord’s Prayer
Council Reminders (Andrew will take notes in July, Cheriz will be absent)
Next Executive Meeting – Aug 6th 5:00PM
Next Council Meeting – July 13th 6:30 PM
Next Devotions – Terry Goff
Ministry reports should be written every month and distributed in advance of the council meeting to the
church office manager.
Pastor Beenken
Pam Bebber

(2020-2021) 1st

Stewardship

Darlene Etter

(2020-2022)1st

Evangelism

Nan Goff

(2019-2021) 2nd

Terry Goff

(2020-2022)1st

Vice President/ Finance

Cheriz Kunkel

(2020-2022) 1st

Secretary

Andrew Loebach (2019-2021)2nd Christian Ed/ Youth
Craig Lorentz

(2019-2021) 2nd

Property

Deb Meyer

(2020- 2022)1st

Worship & Music

Diane Page

(2019-2021)2nd President / Nurture

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
7611 N Knoxville Ave
Peoria, IL 61614-2023

