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Times of Change, Times of Renewal
Dear friends in Christ,

Every year, as October turns into November, we
celebrate Reformation Day. The way the story is
usually told, on October 31, 1517, an Augustinian
monk named Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to
the door of the local cathedral. Though the event is
often portrayed with a kind of heroic defiance, it was
really meant to be more of a conversation starter:
The cathedral door functioned as a kind of town
bulletin board, and Luther was posting 95 questions
to which he genuinely hoped to find answers
through dialogue with his fellow scholars and priests.
But these questions revealed such profound
corruption in the church that Luther’s act of posting
the 95 Theses for discussion is usually understood to
be the start of the Protestant Reformation.
Our tradition calls itself Lutheran because Martin
Luther was something a spiritual forefather for us.
His questions pointed out discrepancies between
what the Bible said and what the Catholic Church
taught. The Church was religiously and politically
dominant at the time, and to question it was to
threaten it. But Luther knew that the truth mattered
and dared to question anyway. His questions would
set off world-changing events, and ultimately lead to
a great schism in the church. Catholics and
Protestants split from one another, and then
Protestants kept right on splitting as the Word of
God opened new ways of believing to new people.
Today, we have a beautiful multiplicity of church
bodies that are united in ways far beyond
denominational labels.

Our Gospel reading for Reformation Sunday every
year is John 8:31-36, which tells us among other
things that “you will know the truth, and the truth
will make you free.” For Martin Luther, it mattered
that the people knew the truth of what the Bible
said, not the lies they were told by a power
structure in need of reform, because what God’s
Word had in store for them was freedom: the
freedom of the Gospel.
Of course, Luther’s revolutionary commitment to
the truth and the Reformation it triggered did not
fix all of Christianity’s problems—far from it. But it
did set free human hearts and minds to birth new
ideas that helped bring about freedom for more
people. Luther’s ideas would contribute to the
modern idea of rights and the age of
Enlightenment, and as a result of the Reformation,
both the Catholic Church and the emerging
Protestant churches experienced a time of renewal
and growth.
Luther lived through a time of uncertainty, division,
and change. In many ways, it was an era not unlike
our own. Through the deep wounds of division that
run throughout our country, we have had a taste of
schism. In the frightening shadow of a global
pandemic, we have become familiar with
uncertainty. And as we look ahead to begin healing
our country following this year of crises, we know
to expect change. The good news is that the Holy
Spirit is afoot in this liminal time, guiding us even
through the unfamiliar as we discover how the
church is being made new again.

Continued on next page

One new experience for us this coming month will
be our first in-person worship services since the
start of the Pandemic: We will offer a midweek
prayer service on Wednesdays at 4 p.m., starting
on October 28th and continuing through the month
of November (with one important exception: Our
church building will be a polling place on Election
Day, November 3, so as a pandemic-era precaution
we will not gather for worship on November 4.)
More information about these services and the
Council’s decision can be found in the
Congregational Letter sent at the same time as this
edition of the Cornerstone, but as always, please
feel free to reach out to me with any questions.
Worship will be quite different than it was before
the Pandemic, and likely will remain this way for
some time: We’ll all have to wear masks and

Remembering Our Saints…

physically distance ourselves, we won’t be able
to gather for coffee hour afterwards, and we
won’t be able to sing. A full list of the guidelines
that our Worship and Music Ministry has
developed for in-person worship can be found in
the following pages. These changes will take
some getting-used-to—and it’s likely that they’ll
change again before all is said and done. That is
the nature of life in the church: We world
around us shifts, and so the church is made new
all over again. In this way, hand in hand with
God, we can meet the challenges of the present
time, guided by the eternal truth of the Gospel
that endures forever.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Mary

All Saints Day November 1

Thank you for your participation in our survey about returning to in-person worship!
A few weeks ago, we asked you to participate in an online survey to help the Church Council
discern when and how to resume in-person worship services. Thank you very much to everyone who took the time
to answer—your responses were helpful in the Council’s decision. The results of the survey polls are printed below.
A few notes to help you understand these graphs:
•

There were 34 responses to the survey

•

The scale used in the first question was as follows: 1=Not at all comfortable, 5=Very Comfortable

•

The scale used in the second question was as follows: 1=Not at all likely, 5=Very likely

•

Additional comments that were left for Pastor Mary and Council have been omitted for privacy

Yes
No

Ministry through God’s word can take many forms.
Have you received a call? Recently the Nominating Committee met and went over
the openings for next year within our church. Several of you have already accepted
and I thank you. We still need 2-3 council members for next year. Recently the
council meet and have decided to reduce the amount to 7 members plus Pastor
for a total of 8. We still need your help. Council members meet monthly. Do you
feel the call? Have questions about the position? Please think it over. If any
questions or if you would love to join our lovely council, call anyone on the
Nominating Committee. They are: Ann Joyce, Mark Golden, Carol Gard,
Mary Jane Hinshaw, Linda Ericsson and Diane Page.

News Flash!
Although there will not be a Cookie Walk at LHV this December, the benevolent
fund at the village can always use donations. The Cookie Walk proceeds go to the
benevolent fund so direct donations would help. The benevolent fund supports
those residents who have run out of money so they don’t have to move.
Thank you! Carol Gard

Peoria Dining Tour Coupon Books
127 local restaurants are included in the 2021 book. For $30, you will receive a
coupon towards whatever you are hungry for! Only twenty of the one hundred and
twenty-seven establishments are considered “dine in only”, so you can visit
today! Coupons are valid through Oct 31, 2021. Purchase your book in your
church office. Please make your check payable to the Lutheran Women of
Greater Peoria. Thank you for your continued support!

Fall Clean-up Days

A Fur Baby Christmas
Guess who’s NOT coming to visit Grace and Peace this year….Duke!! He is safely
home “sheltering in place”!! But, you can still help all the fur babies at TAPS
while they are waiting for their “forever” homes. It is time for another “Fur Baby”
Christmas, although it will be a little different this year! I will still be applying for a
Thrivent Team Action Card and will still also be asking for your help with
donations. If you would like to donate anything, please drop it off at church while
someone is there. Michelle is usually in the office by 8:00am and there till
around 12:00/12:30, Monday-Friday. If that time isn’t convenient, please call
the church office ahead of time to see if anyone is there before dropping off
items. Please drop off all items or mail checks before December 9th. I will be
taking everything to TAPS that next week!
Since there will be no coffee hour this year, if you prefer to make a cash
donation, please make checks out to TAPS and mail it to me at 121 Jay Ave.,
Morton IL 61550, or leave it at church with Michelle. Thank you for making this a
“Merry Christmas” for all the “fur babies” at TAPS! Bobbie Yoder
Wish List Items:
Dogs

Cats

Purina Puppy Chow (dry)
Purina Dog Chow Little Bites for Small Dogs (dry)
Pedigree Small Dogs (dry)
Purina Alpo Chop House Canned Dog Food
Pedigree Ground Canned Dog Food
Rawhide Chew Bones
Dog Toys (tug-of-war ropes, kongs)
Jolly Balls
Puppy Pads (any size)

Adult Cat Food (dry)
Purina Kitten Chow (dry)
Fancy Feast Fish & Shrimp
Flaked Cat Food
Cat Toys/ Treats
Clay Cat Litter

Both
Bleach (regular)
Fabuloso Cleaner
Disinfecting Spray
Disinfecting Wipes
Paper Towels
Hand Sanitizer
Garbage Bags (13 or 30 gallon
with drawstrings)

On Friday, Oct. 23, 16 boxes of groceries were delivered to the LSSI offices.
We had taken 10 names and got 63 people in the mix. With the help of gifts
from the congregation and a Thrivent card and our Thrivent Choice dollars, we
were able to treat all 63 people to some good food in a timely fashion. Thank
you to Carol Gard, Deb Meyer, Barb Purple, and Dave Dietrich for helping with
this project. Roberta Dietrich

Christmas for LSSI Children
As usual we will be taking 8o names from the over 775 ones available for
Christmas gifts this year. There are at least 2 ways you can participate:
Simply send a check of any amount to the church and mark it for the Christmas
fund. We will match you with several names and wrap the gifts for you. We will
also send you the names and ages of the children at the end.
Or you can come to church and pick out your own bags as we used to do in the
days before Covid -19, pay for them and take them home to wrap and return
them by Sunday, Dec. 13. We have some elves who are willing to wrap. Barbara and I are most excited to get started but we won’t have the names until after
Nov. 13, so follow the weekly Cornerstone to know when you can get involved.
This will be a tough year for the clients and their case workers.
Roberta Dietrich, coordinator

Lutheran World Relief and aGAPe
We are proud to announce that we finished 55 quilts this season. We had help
from some “new” people - Pam Kovach, Deb Meyer, and Pastor, along with our
faithful ones - Kay, Kristina, Carol Gard, Barb, and me. They were blessed at
the service which was taped on Friday, Oct. 23 for Sunday, Oct. 25.
We will be shipping them on October 31 through St. John Lutheran in
Bloomington. Terry Goff is planning on driving one vehicle with Barb Purple
driving another one.
We have 225 school kits, 70 layettes, 90 health kits along with the quilts.
Thank you to everyone who helped in any way.
Roberta Dietrich, coordinator

Our Current Shut-Ins

Prayer Partners
Prayer connects us to each other and to God, and there is special power is
praying with one another to ask for help in times of trial and to give thanks in
times of joy. Our team of prayer partners has graciously agreed to try out their
ministry in a new way: over the phone! If you would like to pray with one of our
prayer partners, you are invited to use the contact list below to call upon a
prayer partner at any time.
Linda Ericsson
Terry Goff
Ann Joyce
Deb Meyer

309-231-5990
309-357-3149
309-253-1150
309-657-9841

Carol Gard
Sue Hughes
Andrew Loebach
Mary Whitledge

309-678-0189
309-657-7465
815-343-3497
309-681-1176

"He who rescued us from so deadly a peril will continue to rescue us; on him
we have set our hope that he will rescue us again, as you also join in helping
us by your prayers, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing
granted us through the prayers of many."
2 Corinthians 1:10-11

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church

Church Council Meeting
October 15, 2020
Opening Prayer- Pastor Beenken
Announcements & Dwelling in the word – Cheriz Kunkel and Andrew Loebach
Present: Pastor Beenken, Diane Page, Terry Goff, Nan Goff, Craig Lorentz, Cheriz Kunkel, Andrew Loebach,
Pam Bebber, Roberta Dietrich. Not Present: Deb Meyer
Minutes approved: Minutes approved by Terry Goff and second by Andrew Loebach

Old Business / Ministry Reports
•

Nominating Committee/ Committee members reduce to seven plus Pastor will be presented to
congregation at annual meeting.

•

By-Laws update, including ELCA mandated changes, and new constitution draft

New Business
•

•

Property Updates:
•

Sign Update: Permit done. Plan to evaluate the property in two weeks for scheduling base/sign.
Biggest concern with winter coming is the base, with top installed later in December

•

Doorbell: Ring system. Concerns with people in building unaware when someone is at door when
Pastor Beenken & Michelle aren’t present.

Finance/ Budget/Salary updates:
•

Salary: 2% rate increase proposed across salaries based on external guidelines data provided as
comparison. Discussed evaluations and filing system update.

•

Budget: $20,000 in budget for sign project for 2021, $3,000 projected for live-streaming in 2021both may be removed depending on current action. Other large budget items include: furnace
(if needed), lawn mower, etc. Working to finalize numbers. Furnace discussion included no
immediate concern, gains from replacing didn’t make much impact, possible less furnaces needed
for Education wing of church (three vs. four.

•

Community Service Options: Ronald McDonald House & Human Service Dinner- more info coming (TBA if
alternate options possible). Discussion of possible ways to help concerning issues with public health
(covid). Possible option: HyVee lunchbox sandwiches, or carry out option.

•

Survey numbers & Restoring Illinois Plan: Drive-thru communion has started.
•

Future technology upgrade: for worship, annual meeting, etc. Annual Meeting options.

•

Live-streaming: moving forward with upgrade now, including use of unspent money for
worship/music maintenance money/etc. Total project 2-3 week timeframe with cost of
$2,925 (with 100-200 addition for zoom capability enhancement). This upgrade gives us a
basic, but professional grade live-stream service capability with in a couple weeks.


•

Formal motion by Terry Goff to approve the expenditure of existing budgeted money
to establish a live-stream capability, in line with the quotation received by IAS. Second
by: Pam Bebber. All voted in favor.

Council voted in favor of a soft opening with a smaller service/ prayer service on a
Wednesday for congregation. Possible date: October 28th at 4:00pm (November 11th as
back-up date) with letter and video explaining the Covid guidelines the congregation needs
to follow.

Communication & Thank you’s to congregation, etc.
Treasurer Report – Roberta
Correspondence and Pastor’s Time- Pastor Beenken
President’s Time- Diane Page
Adjourned with Lord’s Prayer
Council Reminders
Next Executive Meeting – November 12th 5:00PM
Next Council Meeting – November 19th 6:30 PM
Dwelling in the Word: Craig Lorentz & Deb Meyer

Ministry reports should be written every month and distributed in advance of the council meeting to the
church office manager.
Pastor Beenken
Pam Bebber

(2020-2021) 1st

Stewardship

Darlene Etter

(2020-2022)1st

Evangelism

Nan Goff

(2019-2021) 2nd

Terry Goff

(2020-2022)1st

Vice President/ Finance

Cheriz Kunkel

(2020-2022) 1st

Secretary

Andrew Loebach (2019-2021)2nd Christian Ed/ Youth
Craig Lorentz

(2019-2021) 2nd

Property

Deb Meyer

(2020- 2022)1st

Worship & Music

Diane Page

(2019-2021)2nd President / Nurture
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
All Saints Day

2

3

4

5

6

7

12

13

14

20

21

27

28

NO Men’s
Meeting
NO Wednesday
Service

Daylight
Savings Ends
8

Election Day
9

10

11
7:00am Men’s
Meeting

2:00pm
Miriam Circle

15

16

17

4:00pm
Worship Service

18

19

7:00am Men’s
Meeting

5:00pm
Evangelism
Meeting

4:00pm
Worship Service

22
23
Christ the King
(last Sunday of the
church year)

24

25

CORNERSTONE
DEADLINE

30

6:30pm Church
Council Meeting

26

7:00am Men’s
Meeting
4:00pm
Worship Service

29

5:00pm
Exec. Council
Meeting

THANKSGIVING THANKSGIVING
HOLIDAY
HOLIDAY
OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE CLOSED
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