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Transformation in the Meantime
Dear friends in Christ,

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved,
that with the Lord one day is like a thousand
years, and a thousand years are like one day.
The Lord is not slow about their promise, as
some think of slowness, but is patient with you,
not wanting any to perish, but all to come to
repentance. (2 Peter 3:8-9)
As we prepare to turn to the season of
Advent, I have found myself dwelling on these
verses from the third chapter of Second Peter,
which appear in our lectionary on the first
Sunday of December. Second Peter is a small
book from which we seldom hear in church,
and when it does show up, it can be easy to
miss because it appears on a day that also
features some of Advent’s greatest hits: Isaiah
40 (“Comfort, O comfort my people”) and Mark
1 (“John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness.”)
Second Peter is an epistle near the very
end of the Bible. While it is named after Jesus’
disciple Simon Peter, it was probably written a
century after his death. Early Christians
expected Jesus to return within a generation,
and the community to which Second Peter was
written wrestled with disappointment that this
had not come to pass. What did it mean for
their loved ones who had died? What did it
mean for how they should live now?
But the author of Second Peter urges the
community to remain faithful: God’s time is not

the same as our time—and that’s a good
thing. God calls us to be participants in our
own salvation, and in their infinite love and
grace, God is willing to wait for as long as it
takes. The author of Second Peter knows that
this is difficult for believers who face criticism
from within their own community and
persecution from the broader society. Still,
they write, we must continue to follow in the
way of Christ, no matter how difficult—
because when mutual affection and love are
shared between God’s children, we
experience no less than the Kingdom of God
itself.
While the Bible doesn’t tell us how the
first audience to hear the epistle of Second
Peter responded, history shows us that the
early generations of Christians did endure,
and they continued to proclaim the good news
of the resurrection far and wide. As they
discovered, the love of Christ has the power to
transform us even as we wait for the
redemption of creation. Through their witness,
the Word of God has been passed down to us
through faithful generations who had the
courage to keep waiting.
Like so many things, the idea of waiting
has come to mean something new this year.
As we collectively wait to be delivered from a
global pandemic, we watch and wonder. This
landscape of waiting can be sparse. Our
watching becomes nervous. Our wondering
becomes fearful.
Continued on next page

But the season of Advent invites us to
rediscover the spiritual practice of waiting as
a source of strength and peace. We look with
gentle, eager hope for the coming of the
promised one who will set us free and give us
life. This waiting is much more than a holding
pattern for the mean time. It is a bridge
between an old world and a new. In the
waiting, we are still transformed by the love
of Christ, which guides us as we journey
together into the Kingdom of God.

different than usual this year, of course, but
our steadfast God who is not slow about
their promise continues to walk with us in
patience, guiding us through this long
season of imposed waiting and promising
to accompany us beyond. This Advent, I
pray that you are able to find peace and
strength as we prepare our hearts once
again to celebrate the birth of our savior
and the fulfillment of God’s loving promise.

Advent and Christmas will look

Advent blessings,
Pastor Mary

Hello from your Stewardship Ministry!
We would like to take a moment to thank you for your faithful support of
Grace and Peace even through these long months of Pandemic. Despite the
uncertainty and changes that this year has brought, we have been able to
continue with planned maintenance projects on our property and to help our
neighbors in need locally and abroad. This is all due to your generosity, and
we are so grateful!
As we plan for the year to come and beyond, we continue to count on your
generosity for ministry to continue. In the most recent mailing from the
Stewardship ministry, you should have received an intent card and a blank
envelope. We ask that you prayerfully consider what you are able to give in
the coming year, and mail your card back to the church by Sunday, December
13, 2020 so that it can be used as a guide for your congregational leadership
in our annual budgeting process. Thank you so much for helping us in all we
hope to accomplish on behalf of Christ this year!

Changes to Pastor Mary’s Hours
Hello friends! As we continue to take careful measures to prevent the spread
of COVID-19, the staff of Grace and Peace will follow official
recommendations to work from home when possible. We will continue to
record worship services in the church building on Friday, so for the time being
my day off has shifted to Monday. For the rest of the week, I won’t be
physically present in the building as often, but I will continue to observe office
hours from home on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Please feel free to “drop by” via phone (I’m available at many other times
besides, so please always feel free to call with any urgent joys or needs).
Talk to you soon!
—Pastor Mary

Hello all you lovely people!
Here we are already in December how quickly the time goes by. Many
times we go about our daily busy lives caught up in our own personal
thoughts, and forget to stop and tell the people we really care about how
much we appreciate them. We are all guilty of it.
I didn’t realize it myself till I received an email from our Bishop talking
about how busy and stressful Pastors can be attempting to help everyone.
Does this ring a bell of a Pastor we all know? Of course it does. Our Pastor
here at Grace and Peace. Those who are able to get out and go to church for
meetings or groups are use to seeing Pastor always greet us with a friendly
smile. The first words that come out of her mouth is “How are you” By now
everyone should of realized she has a very kind comforting personality.
Always offering to help in anyway she can. I personally have had many talks
with her. Whether for a personal reason or issues to do with the church.
She’s always willing to stop what she’s doing and listen.
Maybe it’s time we also ask her how are you doing Pastor? Pastors are
like doctors. They put in many hours. Their phone is on almost always.
Available many hours of the week. But do they in return need their own
time?
Pastor’s days off are suppose to be Saturday and Monday. Does that
mean you can’t call her or email her on those days if something important
comes up. Of course not. All I am saying is let’s all try and remember she’s
human also. Needs personal time. Time to herself. Whether it’s to read,
reflect, walk her dog or spend time with Pastor Nathan we all need time of
our own. You realize by now she will Never say this. So let’s all take our part
as members and give it to her.
If there is anything a council member can do please call. We are fortunate
to have a great group of council members or call me. Now Do Not feel you
can’t contact Pastor. That was never my intention. Her door is open. Let’s just
be aware, especially with the awful Covid, she too has limits. Thank you for
listening. Be safe. Diane Page Council President.

Ministry through God’s word can take many forms.
Have you received a call? Recently the Nominating Committee meet and
went over the openings for next year within our church. Several of you have
already accepted and I thank you. We still need 1 council member for next
year. Recently the council meet and have decided to reduce the amount to 7
members plus Pastor for a total of 8. We still need your help. Council
members meet monthly, you can also join the meetings through Zoom. Do
you feel the call? Have questions about the position? Please think it over. If
any questions or if you would love to join our lovely council, call anyone on
the Nominating Committee. They are: Ann Joyce, Mark Golden, Carol Gard,
Mary Jane Hinshaw, Linda Ericsson and Diane Page.

Hello again from Community Action Team
After careful consideration our CAN team has decided to support The Family House! In
case you haven’t heard of them , the Family House was first started in the orginal home
of Peter Spurck. He was an entrepreneur who contributed to the growth of Peoria. In
1982 the Junior League of Peoria began to discuss the idea of creating a “hospitality
house” a temporary residence for families with patients in area hospitals. Eventually a
reality hit and included the three hospitals in Peoria. The house was bought with funding,
renovated and the reality began. In 1985 the doors opened.
Moving ahead since 2011, Family House moved
to its current location at 1339 E. Nebraska Ave.
This house, built on property donated by Dr. Dale
and Pam Geist. The beautiful house offers 20
guest rooms with numerous features. Large dining room, kitichen facilities, and multiple community rooms. Funding for the house was generated
through a capital campaign which netted more
than 2 million dollars. Staffing is provided 24 hours a day along with transportation to
and from all three area hospitals. The mission of the Family House is to provide a
affordable , home like lodging for families of patients receiving health services at area
hospitals. Of course there are numerous ways to help support this house. Due to Covid no
volunteer groups can come in and cook meals for them. But we can either donate money
to them or provide numerous items off their request list.
Gift Cards / Gift Certificates
Amazon, Walmart, Target, Kroger, Lowe’s, Menards
Restaurants and Peoria area attractions, especially kid-friendly
Pantry Items
Granola Bars, individual serving-size packages of: oatmeal, fruit snacks, pretzels,
crackers, nuts, cookies, animal crackers, trail mix, raisins, peanut butter or cheese filled
crackers, etc.
Linens
White bath towels, hand towels, washcloths, White pillow cases, White pillow
protectors, White queen-size sheet sets, White twin-size sheet sets, White shower liners
Household Items
Laundry detergent, Fabric softener, Laundry spot/stain remover, Scrubbing Bubbles,
Storage containers (all sizes), Storage baggies (all sizes), Napkins, Dish cloths and towels
Toiletry Items
Travel size bar soap, body wash, shampoo, conditioner, lotion, Disposable razors · Combs
To make it simple, please consider sending a check to Grace and Peace with Family
House mentioned and I would be glad to purchase anything off their list from Grace and
Peace. We do not want to encourage anyone to run out to the stores and buy items,
especially with Covid! You can also send something through their request off Amazon
right to the facility. These are just ideas. I also called their director and recommended
they apply for An Endowment Grant.
For you history buffs see their complete history at www.familyhousepeoria.org. Thank you
from the Community Action Team. Carole, Jeannie, Sue and Diane

Join us for
soup and
sharing!

Soup for Thought: A Zoom Fellowship Opportunity
Wednesday, December 2, 2020, 6:30pm
Connect with others in the Grace and Peace community on the first Wednesday
of December! Bring a cup or a bowl of your favorite soup and pull up your
favorite Zoom chair. Pastor Mary will give us a Bible verse to ponder together
as we share supper and casual conversations to kick off the month of
December. If you’re interested in joining, contact Pastor Mary at
pastor@graceandpeacelutheran.org, and she’ll send you a Zoom link to join the
conversation. Hope to see you there!

We’ve Moved
Dear Friends at Grace and Peace. As most of you know, we have moved to
Summerville, South Carolina. A move is something we had been contemplating
ever since retirement. Son Travis lives in Phoenix, Arizona; daughter Allison
and family live in Ladson, South Carolina; and son Jason lives in Deatsville,
Alabama. After Wally’s illness this summer, the kids encouraged us to relocate
closer to family and warmer weather! We had been to the Charleston area
many times and loved it so the decision was made to list our house and
relocate. We certainly didn’t expect our house to sell in 36 hours and a closing
date set for three weeks later. So everything happened very quickly and here
we are in an apartment in Summerville, South Carolina. We have entered into
a purchase agreement with a builder for a new home in a Del Webb community
so hopefully will be out of the apartment and into our new home in about six
months. So once this pandemic is over and you are entertaining travel plans,
this is a beautiful area so please come to visit! In the meantime, here is our
address: 1001 Bear Island Road, Apt. 705, Summerville, SC 29483. Email
address and mobile phone numbers remain the same.
We thank you for your friendship and support during our 20 years in Peoria and
as members of Grace and Peace. Stay healthy everyone and all of you have
been a blessing to us.
Love,
Wally and Roxanne Hochsprung

Thank You!
Thank you for your prayers and expressions of sympathy following the death of
my mother. Mark Golden

Fall Cleanup
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Fall Cleanup Days held on
October 17 and October 24. The numerous repairs, rock removal, mulch
hauling, and many other tasks were completed by a motivated and merry band
of workers. Thank you! Mark Golden, chair, Property Ministry Team

A Fur Baby Christmas
Guess who’s NOT coming to visit Grace and Peace this year….Duke!! He is safely
home “sheltering in place”!! But, you can still help all the fur babies at TAPS
while they are waiting for their “forever” homes. It is time for another “Fur Baby”
Christmas, although it will be a little different this year! I will still be applying for a
Thrivent Team Action Card and will still also be asking for your help with
donations. If you would like to donate anything, please drop it off at church while
someone is there. Please call the church office ahead of time to see if anyone is
there before dropping off items. Please drop off all items or mail checks before
December 9th. I will be taking everything to TAPS that next week!
Since there will be no coffee hour this year, if you prefer to make a cash
donation, please make checks out to TAPS and mail it to me at 121 Jay Ave.,
Morton IL 61550, or leave it at church with Michelle. Thank you for making this a
“Merry Christmas” for all the “fur babies” at TAPS! Bobbie Yoder
Wish List Items:
Dogs
Purina Puppy Chow (dry)
Purina Dog Chow Little Bites for Small Dogs (dry)
Pedigree Small Dogs (dry)
Purina Alpo Chop House Canned Dog Food
Pedigree Ground Canned Dog Food
Rawhide Chew Bones
Dog Toys (tug-of-war ropes, kongs)
Jolly Balls
Puppy Pads (any size)
Both
Bleach (regular)
Fabuloso Cleaner
Disinfecting Spray
Disinfecting Wipes
Paper Towels
Hand Sanitizer
Garbage Bags (13 or 30 gallon
with drawstrings)

Cats
Adult Cat Food (dry)
Purina Kitten Chow (dry)
Fancy Feast Fish & Shrimp
Flaked Cat Food
Cat Toys/ Treats
Clay Cat Litter

MINISTRY

Some of you may have noticed that we did not have a special Thankoffering service this year. In
the past, the Women of Grace and Peace have participated in a special Sunday service with an
extra offering being taken to go to the Women of the ELCA, churchwide. It is not too late to give a
special offering for this cause. Simply give by mail: Make your check to Women of the ELCA and
write "Thankoffering" on the memo line. Then mail it to:
Women of the ELCA
c/o ELCA Gift Processing
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield VA 22116-8009
There are several ways to celebrate Advent, one way is to think of others. Especially this
year, many are in need of food. Here is an idea to fill a box to then share through our church
food collection or an area food bank.
December 1 box of cereal, December 2 peanut butter, December 3 can of vegetables ,
December 4 boxed potatoes, December 5 mac & cheese, December 6 can of fruit,
December 7 can of tomatoes, December 8 canned tuna, December 9 cake mix,
December 10 box of cereal, December 11 sweet potatoes, December 12 applesauce,
December 13 can beans, December 14 crackers, December 15 box of rice,
December 16 box oatmeal, December 17 box of pasta, December 18 spaghetti sauce,
December 19 can of soup, December 20 can of soup, December 21 peanut butter,
December 22 can of fruit, December 23 can corn, December 24 can green beans
As we proceed through this time of pandemic, we must trust our God to help us do what needs to
be done. There is so much that we can do no matter where we are !
Remember :
Church Online is not cancelled
Quiet time with God is not cancelled
Praying for the sick is not cancelled
Checking on a friend is not cancelled
Helping others is not cancelled
Being The Church is needed now more than ever
Blessings to you during this Advent ! and Merry Christmas !
Your Women of Grace & Peace Board
Ann Joyce, Deb Meyer, Pam Kovach, Carol Gard

Christmas for LSSI Children
We got our 80 names from Lutheran Social Services and have been busy
sorting items out for each child. We got a wonderful load of toys and games
from Ken and Sarah Armstrong, books and clothes from Barbara Purple, fleece
blankets and some dolls and toys from Roberta D. We have also received
monetary gifts from some of our members. They simply sent a check of any
amount to the church and marked it for the Christmas fund. We will match you
with several names and wrap the gifts for you. We will also send you the names
and ages of the children at the end. Or you can come to church and pick out
your own bags as we used to do in the days before Covid-19, pay for them and
take them home to wrap and return them by Sunday, December 13th. We have
some elves who are willing to wrap. Follow the weekly cornerstone to get the
latest to know when and how you can get involved. This will be a difficult year
for the clients and their case workers. Roberta Dietrich, coordinator

Lutheran World Relief Requests Our Prayers For Urgent Work
in Central America
Our neighbors in Central America have been devasted by Hurricanes Eta and
Iota. Our mission partner, Lutheran World Relief (LWR), has staff on the ground
already responding. LWR has been in the region for decades and will continue
to remain long after this disaster response. Please watch this video, pray for
our neighbors in Honduras and beyond, and give at www.lwr.org/storms20.

Church Council Members

Our Current Shut-Ins

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church

Church Council Meeting
November 19, 2020
Announcements & Dwelling in the word – Craig Lorentz and Deb Meyer
Present: Pr. Beenken, Diane Page, Terry Goff, Nan Goff, Cheriz Kunkel, Andrew Loebach, Craig Lorentz, Deb
Meyer, Roberta Dietrich. Not Present: Pam Bebber
Minutes approved: Motioned by Terry Goff, second by Deb Meyer. Council approved

Old Business / Ministry Reports
•

Nominating Committee has found council members (reducing to seven plus Pastor).

•

By-Laws/Constitution updated version were emailed, to be approved in December Meeting

•

Finance/Budget (finished with exception of St. Johns/ IRS approval rates)


Stewardship letter and intent card going out in next week to congregation



Terry Goff motioned to include sign in budget for 2021, Craig Lorentz second. Council approved.

•

Property Committee: working on doorbell, discussed Christmas tree shopping during after Christmas Sales.

•

Community Service: Human Service dinner postponed, possible to do later, even a different time of year

New Business
•

Wednesday Prayer Services:


Live-streaming is now available for Grace and Peace



In light of current local guidelines, all in-person church activities cancelled except essential
activities.



Tier 3 changes in guidelines (local and state)

•

Audit: Terry Goff motioned that in light of the current pandemic and Illinois State of Emergency, the
church audit be suspended until full in-person activities resume at Grace and Peace. Second by Diane
Page, Council Approved.

•

January Annual Meeting & updating membership in annual reports

•

Ruth’s Insurance Policy: discussing the bequest process, whether this is current income.

•

Funds: Terry made a motion that we accept the funds ($62,041.91) from Ruth Lied’s insurance policy as an
offering to the current financial needs of the church. Second by Cheriz Kunkel, Council approved.

•

Financial report: current income and projections discussion

•

Annual Meeting: Terry motion to hold the annual meeting on January 31st of 2021 at a time to be
determined. Andrew second, Council approved.

Communication & Thank you’s to congregation, etc.
Treasurer Report – Roberta
Correspondence and Pastor’s Time- Pastor Beenken
President’s Time- Diane Page
Adjourned with Lord’s Prayer
Council Reminders
Next Executive Meeting – December 10th 5:00PM
Next Council Meeting – December 17h 6:30 PM
Dwelling in the Word: Diane Page & Pastor Benkeen
Ministry reports should be written every month and distributed in advance of the council meeting to the
church office manager.
Pastor Beenken
Pam Bebber

(2020-2021) 1st

Stewardship

Darlene Etter

(2020-2022)1st

Evangelism

Nan Goff

(2019-2021) 2nd

Terry Goff

(2020-2022)1st

Vice President/ Finance

Cheriz Kunkel

(2020-2022) 1st

Secretary

Andrew Loebach (2019-2021)2nd Christian Ed/ Youth
Craig Lorentz

(2019-2021) 2nd

Property

Deb Meyer

(2020- 2022)1st

Worship & Music

Diane Page

(2019-2021)2nd President / Nurture

December 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

11

12

18

19

24

25

26

CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAY
OFFICE CLOSED

CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAY
OFFICE CLOSED

9:30am Gospel
of Matthew Bible
Study

6:30pm
Soup for Thought

6

7

8

9

10
9:30am Gospel
of Matthew Bible
Study

PASTOR MARY’S
DAY OFF

13

14

5:00pm Exec.
Council Meeting

15

16

17
9:30am Gospel of
Matthew Bible Study
5:00pm Evangelism
Meeting

PASTOR MARY’S
DAY OFF

20

27

21

6:30pm Church
Council Meeting

22

PASTOR MARY’S
DAY OFF

CORNERSTONE
DEADLINE

28

29

23

30

31
9:30am Gospel
of Matthew Bible
Study

PASTOR MARY’S
DAY OFF

NEW YEARS EVE
OFFICE CLOSED
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