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The Parable of the Busted Beds
Last summer, Nathan and I decided that we wanted to build some raised garden beds in
our backyard. The benefits of raised beds over other kinds, like those set directly into the ground,
are widely extolled among gardeners. They warm up quickly in the spring, they drain well, they
don’t require the gardener to bend over quite as far, their soil would be less prone to compaction.
It seemed like the perfect way to extend our garden aspirations into many growing seasons to
come.
My thrifty, handy husband found someone who was trying to get rid of a backyard’s worth
of cedar fence panels and suggested that we build our raised beds out of these recycled materials.
Again, it seemed like a wonderful solution: Economical and eco-friendly! And so, we got to work:
The fence had been partially disassembled into long sections, which we cut down to the dimensions of our planned beds and then used the excess planks to reinforce. We arranged the panels
into four rectangular boxes and screwed them together. We dug out footings and set them into
the ground. We filled them with dirt and affixed wire trellises onto the back for climbing crops.
We were pretty pleased with ourselves: The beds perhaps weren’t perfect, but they were sure cute,
lined up in a row along the side of our yard with young seedlings poking expectantly out of the
soil.
And they worked marvelously…for the first season. But then came the fall, and then the
winter. The beds soaked up every rainfall and groaned as the moist soil expanded and contracted
over and over with each round of freezing and thawing. By the spring, several corners had busted
apart under the strain of the heavy dirt. Soil spilled out onto the grass in little slopes, and to add
insult to injury, some of the now-structurally-compromised trellises flopped over onto the sad remains of the garden boxes.
That’s how it goes sometimes: We build structures that have worked well for many people
before us, investing great care and confidence, figuring we have worked out all the necessary details for success. And then along comes an unforeseen variable or, God forbid, a sea change, and
the structure starts to come apart at the seams. Whether they’re raised garden beds or the patterns
we are used to as a congregation, it’s a blessing when these structures work the way they are supposed to—and it can really take the micky out of us when they don’t.

It would be harsh to draw too close of a comparison between my broken, soilspilling raised beds and the beautiful, resilient community of Grace and Peace. But after a
little over a year of living with the reality of COVID-19, I find myself reflecting on how
the lesson of those silly garden boxes might be instructive for the life we live together in
our congregation. What might not work for us any longer after the wear and tear of the
last year? How do we manage the frustration and grief that comes as a result? And what
continues to bring forth the green shoots of new life? What needs to be shored up? What
might we build to support whatever God calls us to grow next?
Even though our structures didn’t work the way they were designed to in the face
of the seasons they endured, my husband and I found we weren’t ready to give up on that
part of our garden—not even close! There are rich gifts, like soil and space, upon which
we continue to rely and for which we give thanks as they become part of what will be. As
we begin slowly taking apart the raised beds, I don’t see it as a process of dismantling, but
of transitioning to the next growing season. The essential work of the garden, of growing
and nurturing, of training and trusting in God, remains the same even if the container is a
little different.
As you’ll find in this edition of the Cornerstone, much of what we have built together at Grace and Peace persists as we emerge from the disruption of the last year: Together, we rejoice to wrap up another year of a Ton of Food for a Ton of Good. 50’s Plus
will reconvene after almost a year apart. In this season away from the building, you have
still helped us complete essential property upgrades including the almost-entirely funded
new church sign. We continue to gather for worship and to reach out to our community,
even if the ways we do these things have undergone a few changes. In other words, some
of our structures may look different than before the Pandemic, but the essential work that
we undertake as the Body of Christ remains the same. This spring and summer, as we experiment with how best to carry on with life together in an ever-shifting world, I hope
that you will take part in the process of discovering how God walks with us at Grace and
Peace as we, too, transition to the next growing season of our Lord.
In Christ,
Pastor Mary

May Readers :

May 2. David Dietrich
May 9. Linda Ericsson
May 16. Dick Bebber
May 23 Mark Golden
May 30 Nathan Johnson
Hello again from Community Action and Evangelism Ministries
When I dropped off our generous check to South Side Mission for Ton of Food, I
was informed about a need at South Side Mission. Something we daily take for granted.
Socks! Starting May 1st. we will be collecting socks for those in need. All sizes are welcome. All ages are needed. Socks for the Soul! Please drop off any sock donation to the
church on Fridays, or send in a check to Grace and Peace, if you feel more comfortable,
and I will pick some up. We will continue this for the month of May. Thank you always
for all you do. Remember Warm Feet Happy Heart.
—
Since our church services are slowly opening up I wanted to send out a thank you
post. As you all know by now, it’s been a year since our live service has been attended. In
that year Terry, Pastor Mary, Nathan and Richard along with several Music Ministry people, have come in every Friday to tape or record live the service so we at home can enjoy
it. Big thank you also to Mary for your visual additions. Once again thank you for all the
dedicated time you put into this. Many of us at home really enjoyed it.
Sincerely, Diane Page

Thank You
Sometimes in our daily lives we get busy and forget to say a few simple words that
could mean so much to others. The magic words are Thank You. I know a few of you are
stressed out going through a rough time from Covid. Several of you have had unfortunate
illness also. We all need a lift up now and then. How about we start to acknowledge the
gifts we offer here at Grace and Peace. From time to time I will be posting a small article
about a group or individual person who has done so much for our church or community.

This month I want to say Thank You to the members at Grace and Peace. We asked
for donations for our new electronic sign and you delivered. The cost of the sign was
roughly $20k. We received a little over $17k. Wow amazing. Once again Thank you
members of Grace and Peace.
Look for future Thank You’s to come. If you think of anyone who you feel needs to
be acknowledged send me a note please or just send in an article to the office.
Thank You, Diane Page
Philippians 4:19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches
in glory in Christ Jesus. Sincerely Diane Page

50’s Plus
Mark your calendars for Tuesday, May 4th, at noon when the 50’s Plus group will gather at Stadium Park for their first meeting of the year. This will be a bring your own
lunch, physically distanced picnic, a wonderful opportunity for fellowship while staying
safe and healthy during this uncertain time. If you have any questions you can reach out
to the church office or Carol Gard.
Hope to see you there!

Last chance to pick up out-of-date periodicals
At Grace and Peace, we are blessed to benefit from a number of periodically published materials from our neighbors in mission. These include daily devotionals,
ministry magazines, pamphlets on many facets of faith life, and more. These are
available around the church and are always free to take whenever you would like.
As these resources are refreshed and updated, it’s time to move on some of what
we have. If you would like to take advantage of any of these printed materials before they’re gone, please take them before the end of May. Whatever is left over
will be recycled in June. Thank you, and enjoy!
Prayer Partners
Prayer connects us to each other and to God, and there is special power in praying with
one another to ask for help in times of trial and to give thanks in times of joy. Our team
of prayer partners has graciously agreed to try out their ministry in a new way: over the
phone! If you would like to pray with one of our prayer partners, please reach out to the
church office to be connected with someone.

Prayer Concerns
Do you have loved ones you wish to have held up in prayer by
others? If you wish to submit a request to travel through the
prayer chain, please contact the church office at 693-8428

Our Current Shut-Ins

Illness and Needs of Our Members
Samantha Young ((Niece of Vicki Bittner) —Heart
Attack
Theo and Westin (twin grandchildren of Vicki Bittner's
cousin)—Complications from premature birth
Family of Bob Forney—mourning the death of Bob
Jeanne Wineland– knee surgery recovery

Patrick (Friend of Chris Mitchell)—COVID-19
Arnholt-Lunde Family (Friends of Chris Mitchel)—
COVID-19

Jim Jaacks (Amanda Taylor’s father)—Upcoming surgery for cancer
MINISTRY

Hello Everyone!
Happy May Day! Happy Mother’s Day! Happy Cinco de Mayo! Happy Love to “The Forgotten Initiative” (work of those who support the foster care community) !
When reading the May issue of Gather magazine, WELCA magazine, there are several
good articles. There is a devotional , The Journey of Generations by Violet Cucciniello Little. Some questions offered for our consideration are :
Sometimes we can be a “Big “ to one person, while being a “Mini” to another. Can you
think of such relationships in your life?
How will you join with others to build the “kin-dom” (not just the kingdom, but the family)
of God ?
Is there a “Big” or a “Mini” person in your congregation or community with whom you
might connect?
Conclusion: Intergenerational friendships are among God’s greatest gifts. Are you willing
to receive this gift? Are you able to step outside of your generation? As you can see, there
are so many gifts just waiting to be unwrapped.
This greeting to you is from the Women’s Board of Grace & Peace. Enjoy reading the
Gather magazine either in paper copy or at gathermagazine.org
Ann Joyce, Deb Meyer, Pam Kovach, Carol Gard

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
Church Council Meeting
April 20, 2021
Opening Prayer: Pastor Beenken
Dwelling in the Word: Pam Bebber & Paster Beenken
Approval of the Minutes: Motion to approve Linda Ericsson, 2nd by Deb Meyer
Old Business / Ministry Reports
Covid & In-person activities update: Discussion of guidelines, maintaining distance in lines, etc
Office Staff Update: Job listing posted & committee looking at the applicants
Ton of Food Update: Finished and raised $1778 for the feeding ministries of Peoria South Side Mission.
LSSI Good Shepard Sunday, April 25th
New Business
Church Strategy Update: Discussed how to begin the process, revisiting past retreat’s points.
Ideas discussed: hybrid church, virtual opportunities for speakers, looking at outside resources to help guide the process, Ministry structure & members

Ministry Reports discussed: Nurture & Community Action and Evangelism- upcoming sock donation
collection for South Side Mission, sign updates & messages, fellowship room refreshening, June
“Health” month with speakers, other digital outreach opportunities.
Other Ministry Reports turned in (see reports): Worship & Music Ministry, Stewardship, Endowment,
Property.

Communication & Correspondence
Treasurer Report – Roberta updates
Pastor’s Time- Pastor Beenken

President’s Time- Terry Goff
Adjourned with Lord’s Prayer:
Next Executive Meeting: May 4th 6:00PM
Next Council Meeting – May 11th 6:30 PM
Dwelling in the Word: Vickie Bittner & Linda Ericsson
Ministry reports should be written every month and distributed in advance of the council meeting to the
church office manager.
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