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The Significance of Stories
There’s a well-known TED Talk from 2009 called “The Danger of a Single Story,” by Nigerian
writer Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. In it, she describes the pitfalls of only hearing one kind of story
about any given thing. As a child growing up in Nigeria, she read American and British books that
described white, blue-eyed children doing things like playing in the snow or eating apples. Chimamanda
had never seen snow or tasted an apple, but when she began writing her own stories as a child, they
featured white children doing these very things. During her childhood in Lagos, it was much easier to
find foreign books than it was to find books by African authors, but eventually Chimamanda was
introduced to the work of other Africans such as Chinua Achebe and Camara Laye. It was a revelation
for her. She didn’t know that books could be about things she recognized and experienced.
“Now, I loved those American and British books I read,” Chimamanda says in her TED Talk.
“They stirred my imagination. They opened up new worlds for me. But the unintended consequence was
that I did not know that people like me could exist in literature. So what the discovery of African writers
did for me was this: It saved me from having a single story of what books are.”
Later, as a college student in America, Chimamanda discovered that her American roommate had
only been exposed to one idea of what it meant to be “African.” She was surprised that Chimamanda
could speak English, or knew who Mariah Carey was, or could use a stove. The only tales and images of
African people that the roommate knew were of poverty, conflict, AIDS, and despair. She had only a
single story about Africa.
Stories have a powerful place in our lives. They are how we understand our world and ourselves.
Each day we are inundated with information, experiences, and encounters. We tell stories to make sense
of it all, stringing together the data we receive until a narrative emerges, and from that narrative, meaning.
These stories give us language for what we have gone through, and they connect us to one another.
When we tap into our shared stories, we become something more than just individuals. We
become a community. The ancient Israelites knew this well. They shared a story about where they
came from: They were the descendants of a “wandering Aramean” named Abraham. They had had been
enslaved in Egypt and liberated by a God who led them through the wilderness to a Promised Land.
They had fallen away from God and been brought back into right relationship with God many times,
learning and relearning anew how to walk with their creator. These stories gave them an identity, which in
turn sustained them through both good and bad times.
Likewise, we understand our identity as Christians through the stories we tell. Each year we re-tell
how God entered the human story as we walk with Christ from birth, through ministry, and to the cross.
Each time we take communion, we return to the story of the Last Supper, when Jesus invited us all to his
table. These stories tell us that we are fiercely loved, that we matter to God, and that we belong to one
another. They are important stories.
Each of us also has many stories that make us who we are. Sometimes our stories overlap with
one another’s. Sometimes they contradict each other. Sometimes, when stories collide, entirely new

narratives emerge. It’s important to remember this, because all too often we only hear one story about who our
neighbor is, or who our congregation is, or who our God is. When we only know one story, we miss out on a
lot—but not just us. Having a single story about someone tends to flatten them into something less than the
beautifully complex image of God that they truly are.
“The consequence of the single story is this: It robs people of dignity,” Chimamanda Adichie says. “It
makes our recognition of our equal humanity difficult. It emphasizes how we are different rather than how we
are similar.” How to we avoid this dangerous consequence? There is only one way: We must listen to one
another’s stories.
This summer, I have invited the church council to join me in listening to the stories and narratives that we
hold as a congregation, and I invite you to do the same. How do we talk about ourselves and our history? How
might we tell what God has done through us? What stories from deep in our individual pasts make us who we
are? How did all our stories bring us here, to Grace and Peace, where we continue to take part in God’s story
together?
In this issue of the Cornerstone, you’ll read a few stories of what God is doing at Grace and Peace right
now. You’ll also find the first of a new feature called “Conversations with Grace,” where, with permission,
members of the Grace and Peace community can get to know one another through their stories. For our first
Conversation with Grace, Diane Page interviewed Rosie Biegler, and she shares some of Rosie’s story in the
pages that follow.
There is far more than a single story of what makes us Grace and Peace, and I for one can’t wait to hear
more of them. I hope you’ll join me in listening for the fascinating ways that God continues to weave each of us
together into the grand story They are telling through the Bible and through us. Consider having a grace-filled
conversation with your neighbor this month. You may just hear a story you’ve never heard before.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Mary
If you are reading this newsletter digitally, you can watch Chimamanda Adichie’s original TED Talk here:
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story

Dear Friends in Christ,
I’m writing to you with good news about changes to our in-person activities at Grace and Peace. Last
Friday, June 11, our state entered Phase 5 of the Restore Illinois plan, which includes relaxing many
COVID-19 safety restrictions. Last night, the church council was able to meet to discuss how these
changes might apply to our congregation specifically, and I’m excited to announce several changes to our
COVID-19 guidelines that will allow us to continue working our way back to more comfortable patterns
and practices.
According to the state’s new guidance, masks are not required for those who have been vaccinated, but
are still recommended for unvaccinated people or those who are at higher risk of contracting the virus.
Many in our congregation have been vaccinated, but there are also those who are unable to receive a
vaccine, including most of our youth, or who have chosen not to receive a vaccine at this time.
The church council has decided to lift the mask requirement at Grace and Peace, however we ask that
you consider continuing to wear a mask when you are in the building to protect the most vulnerable
among us. Whether or not you decide to continue wearing a face covering, please be respectful and
supportive of your neighbors’ choices and needs.
Since the pandemic began, we have not been able to sing together in gathered worship—and yet, many
among us have dearly missed singing, which is one of the most ancient and transcendent communal

practices of the church. Beginning on July 4, we will reintroduce sung hymns into our worship service,
and will continue to add back sung liturgy and other hymns as the rates of COVID-19 in our
community fall. Due to the increased risk of transmission that singing carries, we ask that you wear a
mask when singing in worship, even if you elect not to wear it for the rest of the service.
We’ll also be able to restore some of our more familiar traffic patterns within the church: Beginning
Sunday June 20th, we will once again have a center aisle and the ability to enter the sanctuary through
the narthex. For the time being, we will continue to observe physical distancing, and so the chairs in
the sanctuary will remain in their current spacing. We’ll also continue to enjoy coffee hour together
outdoors, though we will no longer ask you to avoid passing through the Great Room.
As we emerge from the worst of the pandemic, we will continue to apply the lessons that we have
learned throughout the last year about how to protect one another from illness. Please continue to
respect the boundaries of your neighbors who wish to continue taking measures to protect themselves
and their loved ones from the risk of COVID-19, which remains very real.
It has been such a joy to experience the return of in-person worship and activities in the last few
weeks, and on behalf of the church council, I would like to express our gratitude for your patience
throughout this process. Thank you for observing the recommended safety precautions and for
hanging in there with us as we try to make these transitions as seamless as possible. We know it has
been difficult, but I am also confident that we have succeeded in preventing unnecessary suffering by
following these guidelines for so long. As Hebrew 6:10 says, “God is not unjust; God will not
overlook your work and the love that you showed for God’s sake in serving the saints, as you still do.”
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Mary
Updates to Worship

Coffee Hour
We are looking for volunteers for Coffee Hour! If you would like to host Coffee Hour there is a sign up sheet
in the Great Room.

50’s plus
Until we can return to having food in the church we will continue to do open air picnics in the park.
The pavilion at Endres park was pleasant, so we will try it again. Bring your own lunch and join other Grace
and Peace friends at 12:00 noon on July 6th, 2021.
We hope to see you there!

Calling All VBS Volunteers!
Jesus loves sharing a meal with all kinds of people, and he invites us to come to the table! Join us for a
week of fun and learning as we get ready to throw a dinner party with God. This year's Vacation Bible
School is all about the joy of meeting new people and sharing in the feast of life that God serves up. Each
day will feature a video that explores Bible stories, recipes, music, and activities. We'll hang out with our
puppet pals and make some new friends, including local "bread monk" Father Dom of public television
fame.
This year's VBS will take place online, and every household that takes part will receive an activity kit with
craft materials and snack ingredients for the week. This exciting format will allow us to reach kids and
families who may not be able to make it to church or who do not yet feel comfortable taking part in
person.
However, we need your help to pull it off! There are lots of opportunities to help both on- and off-camera.
All that is required is a love of God and a willingness to get a little silly! We need volunteers to help put
together activity kits and to make decorations and sets for the videos, and we'll need narrators to help our
puppet pals act out Bible stories, musicians to help us learn songs, and assistants for activity
demonstrations. If you would like to volunteer, please reach out to Pastor Mary, Cheriz Kunkel, or Andrew
Loebach.
If you know a young Christian who might enjoy participating in VBS,
please share this opportunity with them!

Exciting news!
VBS 2021 Registration is now live on our Website and Facebook page!

Thursday morning Bible study tackles short summer reads
The Thursday morning Zoom Bible study will be exploring a pair of short, interesting books for the busy
summer months: We have just started reading the hilarious, 4-chapter book of Jonah. Next up is the New
Testament book of James. Fun fact: James was Martin Luther's least favorite book of the Bible!
If you'd like to know why, it's never too late to jump into this wonderful weekly opportunity for fellowship
and learning. Join us at 9:30 a.m. every Thursday from the comfort of your home.
Contact Pastor Mary to get connected!

Miriam Circle
The Miriam Circle will be meeting on July 13th & August 10th to continue our
3 part Bible study “Just L.I.F.E.” from Gather Magazine.

Great Room Renovation
The Church Council and I are excited to announce that we are beginning the process of updating the Great
Room, our primary fellowship space, with fresh paint, lighting, and more. A small team of volunteers will
create a plan for the renovation that will be presented to the congregation, and we need your input! Do you
have preferences for paint colors? Feelings about flooring? Druthers about decor? We want to hear from you.
The renovation team currently consists of myself, Brian Smith, Diane Page, Cheriz Kunkel, and
Linda Ericsson. If you have ideas or opinions you would like to share, please reach out to one of us, or
consider joining the team! We will do our best to make sure everyone is heard as we make design decisions
and prepare a timeframe for the project.
We hope that our new and improved Great Room will be an engaging space for ministry and a welcoming
space for life together. While we are just in the early stages of planning the Great Room renovation, more
announcements and opportunities to take part are coming soon. Stay tuned!
—Pastor Mary

Volunteer Opportunity
There is ample opportunity for help with the landscaping. Specifically, there is a pressing need for additional
weed pullers! Each person on our landscaping team is assigned a specific area.
Volunteers are asked to tend to their area once or twice a month, spending whatever time they can spare,
usually an hour or two and a time. Please contact me or Linda Ericsson if you are interested in helping with
this vital ministry. No experience necessary!
Mark Golden
Chair, Property Ministry Team

New Equipment
The congregation has been blessed by a donation from Richard Popp! Richard has donated a newer push
lawn mower that will replace the old Lawn Boy. The replacement mower is a Bolens with a Briggs and
Stratton 4-cycle engine and has recently been tuned up. It is easy to start and easy to push! This new addition
to our grounds equipment will reduce the effort needed to detail the many areas around the grounds.
Thank you Richard!

Hello Again from Community Action and Nurture,
I have received several comments about when we will start up our out-to-eat gatherings with Grace and
Peace Members. The purpose has always been to meet one another and mingle
besides, eat a meal of course. That being said, I think we should wait until possibly September. This will give
the restaurants and ourselves time to see how our COVID 19 situation is. Right now some restaurants have
the tables so separated it would be hard to be able to visit with one another. Of course, when we do start a
signup sheet again, remember to be open-minded, some may be very uncomfortable going out in groups
again. Unless things drastically change with COVID 19, look for a signup sheet to be posted in September.
You may also call the church office and have Michelle sign you up. I will try and find restaurants that have
large open spaces or are outside.
Thank you for asking,
Diane Page (CAN)

Hello Again from Community Action and Nurture,
Welcome to Conversations With Grace.
How many times have you gone to church and said hi to a fellow member, but not really know them?
Possibly for years! This month I am starting a new idea, where I will pick someone randomly, and get to
know them more. It will either be by going to their house, calling them, speaking on zoom, or meeting them
for lunch. The questions will also be random, and will only be what they feel comfortable with sharing with
Grace and Peace members on Cornerstone. Because the Cornerstone is public there will never be anything
posted without one’s permission. I encourage anyone else from Grace and Peace to do this if they are
comfortable and type up an article to share with all. Remember nothing too personal should be posted.

Let’s begin shall we?
Today I took a meal with me and visited Rosie Biegler. I have so much to share. Just remember I am not a
writer so bear with the wording. Rosie was born into a family with two other siblings. Her oldest sister
passed away unfortunately at the young age of 58. Surviving is her other sister Evie. Rosie’s father passed
away at a young age of 50. He was a Lutheran Pastor. The children were raised in a strong Lutheran
environment. Because her father was a Pastor the family moved usually every three years. Being a
“four-point” Pastor he was responsible for four churches at once, making his life very busy. Rosie’s
mother was a nurse by trade, who worked nights. She was home early in the morning to help send the
children off to school and her husband off to work, making sure she was up when the girls would come
home from school.

Because they moved around every 3 years, the girls had to be very careful not to damage anything on the
house, since it was never really theirs. This also made it difficult to meet friends and keep them with all the
moving around. Rosie stated she made several attempts to write to past friends but it soon faded as the
years went by. As she grew up and entered high school, she attended 2 different schools due to the moves.
Sometimes the classes wouldn’t transfer properly but they made sure she graduated in four years.
By the time she graduated from high school, her father was granted permission to Pastor as a 1 point
Pastor. He was slowly becoming ill and could only handle 1 parish, which is a challenge in itself. Rosie’s
father passed away at age 50. After high school, Rosie became a nurse’s aide. Because she enjoyed the field
so much she eventually took nursing courses and graduated as a nurse. With her father’s passing, Rosie,
Evie and her mother Elizabeth moved from South Dakota to Metamora, Illinois. Eventually, they moved to

Peoria, Illinois. In Peoria, Elizabeth worked at OSF with Rosie on the maternity floor. Elizabeth took care of the
mothers and Rosie took care of the babies. Due to an injury at work, causing permanent nerve damage, Rosie
became disabled and was unable to work.
Rosie along with her sister and mother joined the Zion Lutheran Church. All three became very much involved
in the church. Some duties included council members, parish nurse program, teaching Christian education and,
attending several Via de Cristo ministry retreats. Besides their numerous activities at Zion church, the girls
fostered approximately 25 babies. The babies were kept anywhere from birth till 6 months. WOW
Unfortunately, Zion Church closed but it was a big plus for Grace and Peace. Rosie, Evie, and Elizabeth joined
our church. It’s been a rough two years for this family. Rosie’s mother Elizabeth passed away, their precious dog
came down with heartworms, and Rosie and her sister Evie came down with COVID-19. As I was visiting with
these girls, I was amazed at their strength. I personally feel blessed to have met them and very much enjoyed
getting to know them. We ended our visit with The Lords Prayer.
I hope you all know these sweet girls a little more. Admire their strength. Please take some time out of your busy
day and have a conversation with Grace. Post it if you can. Please share with us all. Shake off any worries of
exact punctuation or perfect wording, it’s the content we all look forward to.
Good Bless,
Diane Page (CAN)

Hello Again:
I hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful weather and prayers for those that are unable to. Even though Grace
and Peace is small in size, we are huge when it comes to opening our hearts. About a month ago, I asked for
socks for the soul, for Southside Mission. Once again you delivered. Today I delivered all 240 pairs of socks.
These socks were mixed in adult sizes and children’s sizes. Big thank you. I also purchased socks with the money
which was donated.
The director of Southside Mission Craig Williams was very impressed by our generosity. I will continue to find
ways we can support the Mission. Next month I will be asking for a few helpers to make sack lunches for Family
House. Since we can’t go inside of Family House to make meals, they would appreciate sack lunches for those
that travel back and forth to the hospital and visit their family.
Once again thank you,
Diane Page (CAN)

Prayer Concerns
Do you have loved ones you wish to have held up in prayer by others? If you wish to submit a request to travel through the
prayer chain, please contact the church office at 693-8428
Illness and Needs of Our Members

Rosie Biegler-Recovery
Manoa Ralison –Harr– Green Card Interview
Lana Staelens-Hospitalization

Our Current Shut-ins

Theo and Westin (twin grandchildren of Vicki Bittner's cousin)-Complications from premature birth
Patrick (Friend of Chris Mitchell)- COVID-19
Angie (Mother of Vicki Bittner)- Hospice

Hello Women of Grace and Peace Lutheran,
Getting together as a group to explore and learn has not happened in the last year and a half.
However, the women’s board is exploring some ideas for future events. Perhaps as soon as
September and maybe one in January. You will have to stay tuned because for now that is all that I can
tell you about these exciting events to come. In the meantime, let’s just enjoy the beautiful season of
summer that God has given to us. Let’s celebrate our country’s anniversary heritage on July 4 th. Be safe
and enjoy !
Oh yes, here is a recipe for a wonderful (easy to make) summer pie from one of our former members, Kay
Bartholomew.

Summer Berry Pie
3/4 cups sugar
3 Tbsp. cornstarch
1 1/2 cups water
1 Pkg. (4 serving size) Strawberry Jell-O

1-16 oz. frozen berry medley
1-Keebler reduced fat ready made graham
cracker pie crust
2 cups thawed Cool Whip topping

Mix sugar and cornstarch in medium saucepan. Gradually stir in water until smooth. Stirring
constantly, cook on medium heat until mixture comes to a boil, boil 1 minute. Remove from heat.
Stir in gelatin until completely dissolved. Cool to room temperature. Stir in berries. Pour into crust.
Refrigerate 3 hours or until firm. Garish with whipped topping. Enjoy! Store leftovers
(if there are any) in the fridge.
Your Board,
Ann Joyce, Deb Meyer, Pam Kovach, Carol Gard
Lutheran World Relief
TIME TO GET BACK INTO A ROUTINE

It is hard to say when the sales for school supplies will start this year. School is scheduled to start in the
fall regardless so we will be assembling school kits for Lutheran World Relief as usual. The sales usually
start in mid-July so you may bring your material offerings for this project starting in late July. We need
70-page notebooks (college ruled), rulers, erasers, 24 pack crayons, #2 pencils, ballpoint pens (either blue
or black), pencil sharpeners, and scissors. We use 4 notebooks, 5 pens, 5 pencils for each school kit
besides the other “tools”. We received 25 school bags after making our delivery in Bloomington last fall,
and Vickie Bittner has been working on 50 others already with more to go for this season. In addition,
we will also be assembling health kits and layettes. Each health kit needs nail clippers, a bath towel
(27 x 54), a toothbrush, a comb, and 2 bars of soap. Each layette needs 2 gowns or sleepers (no feet), 4
diapers, 2 undershirts (no onesies), a sweater and cap, 2 pairs of socks, a hand towel, 2 bars of soap, 2
blankets, and 2 diaper pins. The items most urgently needed for all the kits are notebooks, scissors,
pencil sharpeners, bath towels, clippers, hand towels, diapers, and undershirts.
When you bring your supplies, place them on the “end table” or the desk in the library. Packing day
won’t happen until the first part of October. Last year we sent 225 school kits, 70 layettes, and 90
health kits plus 55 quilts. Hope we can do as well this year!
We also have applied for several Thrivent Action Team cards to aid in gathering all the supply
Roberta Dietrich, Coordinator

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
Church Council June 15, 2021

Opening Prayer: Pastor Beenken
Dwelling in the Word: Terry Goff and Cheriz Kunkel
Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve by Vickie Bittner and second by Pam Bebber, approved.
OLD BUSINESS
•

Covid 19 Guidelines and In-Person Activities: masks, singing, offering, seating, communion

•

Strategic Planning Resources- next meeting June 22nd 6:30pm (chapters 3-5)

•

Phone System

•

Emergency Contact Information and Database

•

Great Room Renovation: No updates

•

Good Shepherd Sunday collection

•

VBS Update: More info for volunteers coming soon.
NEW BUSINESS

•

Resourceful Servants: ELCA financial health tools

Communication and Correspondence: Thank You’s
Treasurer’s Report: Bills, Sewer Tax
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Beenken
President’s Time: Terry Goff
Adjourning with Lord’s Prayer
Motion to adjourn: Motion to adjourn by Linda Ericsson, second by Vickie Bittner, approved
Next Executive Committee: July 13, 2021 6:00pm
Next Church Council July 20, 2021 6:30pm
Dwelling in the word for July: Deb Meyer & Diane Page (Ephesians 2:13-22)
Ministry Reports should be written every month and distributed in advance of Council Meeting to the
Church Office.
Pastor Beenken pastor@graceandpeacelutheran.org
Pam Bebber 2 year term (2020-2022) I Stewardship
Vickie Bittner 1 year term (2021- 2023) I Finance
Linda Ericsson 2 year term (2021-2023) I Property
Terry Goff 2 year term (2020-2022) I President/ Evangelism
Cheriz Kunkel 2 year term (2021-2023) II Youth and Christian Ed.
Deb Meyer 2 year term (2020-2022) I Worship and Music
Diane Page 2 year term (2021-2023) II Vice President/ Nurture
Pastor Beenken

pastor@graceandpeacelutheran.org

Pam Bebber

(2020-2022)

Stewardship

July Readers :
July 4th-Chris Mitchell
July 11th-Mary Jane Hinshaw
July 18th-Barb Bollman
July 25th-Sid Peterson

Upcoming Birthdays
July:
Richard Bebber, Vicki Bittner, Chris Golden, Michelle Hatfield,
Mark Hopkins, Sue Hughes, Carol Martino,
Glenn Theinert, Mary Whitledge

August:
Sarah Armstrong, Barbara Bollman, Larry Eftefield, Mark golden, James Page,
Joyce Smith, Scott Thompson, Michelle Jones
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