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GOD
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Seeking Ambassadors of
Grace and Peace

Sharing the Grief Journey:

Rejoice! In the months since
returning to in-person worship, we
have been blessed to welcome new
people into our midst, some of whom
are interested in making Grace and
Peace their permanent church home.
All are welcome in God’s house and at
God’s table, so there is no class to
take or test to pass before joining our
congregation. However, new members
often do need help learning how to get
involved in the life of a community,
discovering what ministries or projects
they may want to connect to, or finding
fellow disciples with whom to share
their walk.

Small group coming soon

And so, we are seeking people to be
Ambassadors of Grace and Peace: Folks
willing to take a new member out to
lunch or coffee, to answer their
questions, and to introduce them to
others at church. No special experience
or training necessary—just a heart for
hospitality! If you are interested
in taking part in this new, joyful
ministry, please contact Pastor Mary.

PASTOR MARY BEENKEN

Organist & Choir Director
Richard Popp
Visual Worship Leader
Mary Whitledge

Audio Director
Terry Goff

Counter

Roberta Dietrich
Head Usher
Jim Claude
THANK YOU FOR MAKING OUR
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SERVICE SPECIAL

Grief is not like a trip on an airplane—quick,
smooth, and straight as the crow flies. Grief is a
journey on foot—long, at times strenuous, with
twists and turns and stopovers. No matter
where you are on your journey of grief, you are
invited to a supportive, compassionate small
group series for those who have experienced the
loss of a loved one. In this group, each person
will learn some of their own natural ways of
coping with loss and support one another
as together we seek God’s strength and
guidance on the journey.
Sharing the Grief Journey will take place
over the course of eight weeks from
mid-October to mid-December. The day
and time of this group is dependent on the
availability of those who would like to take part.
If you are interested in joining this small group
series, please contact Pastor Mary as soon as
possible.

The Surprising Gifts of Giving
Dear friends in Christ,
When my age was still in the single digits, I was given a small box of miniature offering
envelopes in Sunday School. I was enchanted by the envelopes themselves, which were so
tiny that my first thought was to use them as a prop: Now my dolls could send letters to my
sister’s dolls! But my parents explained that the envelopes aren’t for keeping-like all
envelopes, they were meant for sending, for giving away.
Some families avoid talking about money, but not mine. Tithing, the practice of giving ten
percent of one’s wealth to one’s faith community, was part of my financial upbringing
from the beginning. Share first, then save, spend last.
It was a hard lesson at first. I was an oldest child, which meant two things were true in my
life: I was tired of always being told to share, and I desperately wanted to sit at the
grown-ups’ table when my family had dinner with friends. It felt like an injustice that I
didn’t get to keep everything I thought I earned, whether it was time with a favorite toy or
a couple quarters from the five-dollar allowance my sister and I got for doing all our
chores. But soon I began to look forward to passing the offering plate in church because
rather than simply letting it pass under my nose, I got to put something in it. It felt
important and grown-up. I was one of the adults! Putting a few coins of spare change into
the envelopes was much more satisfying and empowering than using them as doll
stationary.
The Bible has many stories about how sharing what we have been blessed with actually
increases blessing in one’s own life. We have a God of multiplication: An offering of just a
few loaves and fishes becomes a leftover-generating feast for thousands. Scrapings of
grain sacrificed to a stranger become a flour jar that never ceases to overflow. The loss of
one man’s life becomes eternal life for all people. This has certainly been true in my own
experience: Whenever I give, I do not feel stretched thinner--I feel joined to a greater
whole, connected to and supported by my neighbors. Learning to be generous has
enriched my life far more than riches ever could.
This month, you’ll be receiving information about our annual Fall Stewardship Appeal.
Our theme this year is generosity: A celebration of our generous God, and of the
generosity of this congregation. Our church community is blessed by an abundance of
generosity, which has sustained not only us but many of our neighbors throughout these
difficult pandemic months. Day after day, you continue to teach me about the limitless
power of generosity, and I am so grateful to take part in it with you. As we prayerfully
consider how God is calling us to share our generosity this year, I look forward to hearing
more of your stories about the surprising gifts that you have received when you give
something away. Thank you for sharing with me in God’s work.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Mary

50’s + Picnic Lunch
Let’s take advantage of the last warm day’s of the season!
We will be having a picnic lunch in Endres Park Tuesday October 5th at 12:00PM.
Bring a sack lunch and enjoy fellowship and a beautiful Autumn day.
If you have any question please contact Carol Gard.
2

2021 Blood Drive
With ImpactLife

Thank you to all who donated their blood at our ImpactLife Blood Drive.
Your generosity saves lives!!
Thank you to the good folks at ImpactLife for making this opportunity
possible.
If you missed our drive, there are many opportunities to donate … check them
out at

https://www.bloodcenter.org/?
fbclid=IwAR13BGoYUx4XkdzQqDhOxhIVwPzIol6imlHdgJbO9jQc07p5dT6NnuZ_aM

Ladies…for our “Let’s do Lunch in October”
We will be gathering at Brienzo’s Wood Fired Pizza Restaurant
(Heritage Square, 4450 N. Prospect Road, Peoria Heights) on October 11th at 11:30 A.M. This is an
opportunity for the women in our congregation to share fellowship, conversation, and laughter while
enjoying a tasty lunch at a local restaurant. Brienzo’s, the restaurant chosen this month, is another unique
eatery in Peoria Heights. Their fare, besides offering a variety of pizzas, also includes paninis,
and salads. They offer both outdoor dining and indoor dining.
For the ladies who are planning on attending, there will be a sign-up sheet on the wall by the kitchen or
call Michelle in the church office at 309-693-8428 and give her your RSVP. Our Community Action and
Nurture’s Committee will be hosting this event monthly and extend this invitation to all of Grace and
Peace’s Ladies. So, Let’s do Lunch while enjoying each other’s company. Any additional information you
might need can be provided by Jeannie Wineland, 309-712-2266.
Thank you, Jeannie Wineland
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Thank you to Roberta Dietrich,
Barb Purple, Vicki Bittner, and
Bobbie Yoder for putting
together 127 personal Care Kits
for Lutheran World Relief.

Lutheran Women of Greater Peoria General
Membership Meeting
and tour of new addition.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2021 9-11am
Salem Lutheran Church
1700 W. War memorial Dr. Peoria
(Continental Breakfast Served)
Guest Speaker:

Birthday cards are back for signing!

Joy Grove, Director of Community

Starting this Sunday you can find birthday
cards on the buffet in the Great Room.
Stop by and give your well wishes, or just
sign your name. If you have any questions
please get in touch with Carol Martino.

Wellness at Lutheran Hillside Village
(Joy oversees senior exercise programming
for all levels of living)
*RSVP to Lisa Mack by 10/5/21
Call or text 309-360-2669

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS
October: Dale Bollman, Roberta Dietrich, Theresa Montgomery
November: David Dietrich, Nan Goff, Terry Goff, Pastor Beenken,
Shirly Rauhaus, Ann Joyce
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Thanks!

Central/Southern Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA
October 22-23, 2021
Biennial Convention Packet
Todd Hall Retreat Center – Columbia, IL
Dear Sisters in Christ,
Please share this information with all the women in your congregation and post this information
as well as make copies. Thank you for your continued service to the Lord!
We are inviting you, the women of Central and Southern Illinois, to join us at the 2021 Biennial
Convention. We will be electing officers to the Synodical Board, Conference Representatives and
voting members for the Twelfth Triennial Convention to be held September 18, 2023. Prayerfully
consider being nominated to these positions or other board positions for 2-year terms.
All active WELCA units from each congregation can select a voting member, to represent them at
the Biennial Convention. An active unit must:
1. Come together for study, support, and action.
2. Participate in the ministry of WELCA beyond the congregation, ex. read the Gather
magazine, use the Daily Grace phone app.
3. Support financially the total WELCA, ex. gives a Thankoffering.
4. Designate leadership to communicate with our Synod/Churchwide, ex. a contact person.
The following forms are included in this packet:
Registration form for the 2021 Biennial Convention on October 22-23, 2021. $80.00
registration covers lodging for Friday night and all meals. $20.00 if you can only attend 1
of the days.
A Scholarship form to cover the $80.00 registration fee. One scholarship per conference, with
preference given for first-time attendee or for 25 years or younger.
Nomination form for Synod Board positions, Conference Representatives and voting members
for the Twelfth Triennial Convention to be held the week of September 18, 2023.

Please call any board member if you have questions or me, Jean Scherer, President, C/SIS,
WELCA at 217-725-0301. Thank you and bless you! Looking forward to seeing you all this fall!
Please return these by October 8, 2021, to: Penny Madlinger 124 N 5th Street Dupo, IL
62239 For more information, call 618-964-4969
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Central/Southern Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA
Biennial Convention Registration Form
October 22—23, 2021
Opening at 2:30 pm on Friday
Todd Hall Retreat Center, Columbia, Illinois
Name:
Address:
Cell Phone:

Home Phone:

Email:
Church Name:

Church City:

Allergies:

Dietary Concerns:

Emergency Contact:
I’m a voting member
I’m rooming with
Find me a fun roommate!

You can register for the whole weekend, or if you can’t make it both days,
register for Friday (including dinner) or Saturday (including lunch).
Two-day Registration $80.00, includes lodging and all meals
Friday only Registration $20.00
Saturday only Registration $20.00
Complete one form for each attendee.
Registration must be postmarked by October 8, 2021
and accompanied by full payment.
Send your completed form and payment to:
Penny Madlinger 124 N 5th Street Dupo, IL 62239

Per the Illinois State guidelines, Face coverings are required for indoor meetings even if
fully vaccinated. Vaccinations are highly recommended. If you are not feeling well, please
do not attend. For more information, call 618-964-4969 Please call any board
member if you have questions or me, Jean Scherer, President, C/SIS, WELCA at
217-725-0301. Thank you and bless you! Looking forward to seeing you all this fall!
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MIRIAM CIRCLE
Our first meeting will be on
October 12th at 2:00 PM at church.
We will begin our regular fall monthly meeting schedule again.
We will have a bible study from the September issue of
“Gather Magazine” followed by a meeting.
CONTACT INFORMATION
UPDATE

Hello to all Women of Grace & Peace
Fall is upon us and it seems like things are getting busier.
We have several items coming up in the near future.
Saturday, October 16th we will work on Little
Dresses for Africa. We would like to finish this project.
If you have items that you have been working on at home,
please come and bring them. We invite all who would like to
help finish this project to come. Bring a sewing machine if
you have one. If not, come anyway ! There will be cutting and
ironing and measuring to be done. We will meet Saturday,
October 16th at 9:00 am here at the church. Munchie
snacks and beverages will be provided. We need help, so see
you then !
Friday and Saturday, October 22 & 23 will be the
WELCA synod biennial event. See the information flyer
elsewhere in this Cornerstone. If you have questions, please
contact Ann Joyce.
Thankoffering Service will be Sunday, November
14th. More information about this will follow so keep your
eyes open.

Vicki Bittner, Bobbie Yoder,
Barb Purple, and Roberta Dietrich for
putting together 92 Baby Care Kits!
For Lutheran World Relief.
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The Google Document is
now active on our
website. You will have to
log in to access it.
We appreciate your
quick response to filling
it out with any updated
contact information.
If you need help or do
not have access to a
computer please call the
Church office at
693-8428 and Michelle
can help you fill it out.

Dwelling in the
Word
Did you know that for the last
twelve months, your Church
Council has been trying out an
ancient spiritual practice? It’s
true! Together with all the
congregations of the Central/
Southern Illinois Synod, we
have been opening each council
meeting with a practice called
“Dwelling in the Word.”
Dwelling in the Word is a
simple but powerful way to
nourish our shared spiritual life
and ground our work in the
promises of God. Early
Christians called it Lectio
Divina, or “divine reading.”
It goes like this: We gather and
hear a short passage of
scripture, which is read aloud
twice with a moment of silence
between. Then we take a few
minutes to notice and share
what catches our attention:
What word or phrase jumps
out? What questions does it
spark? What might God be
saying to us in this text? By
listening to the holy words of
our forebears and to one
another’s reflections, we
actually hear the voice of God.
Our conversations have been
rich and transformative, and
through this practice we have
learned new things not only
about the divine,
but about each other.

As our church moves from months of pandemic into the wilderness of a changing world, your Council and I would
like to invite all of you to join us in the practice of Dwelling in the Word, listening for where God is leading us.
Each month, you’ll find a passage of scripture here in the Cornerstone to contemplate together. We invite you to
open every gathering--whether it’s a ministry meeting, a volunteer opportunity, or a time of fellowship--with this
practice. It might feel a little strange at first, but as your council and I can testify, it is also remarkably refreshing.
When we begin each church meeting by listening for the voice of the One who gathered us in the first place, we
have found that our hearts are soothed and our purpose clarified. I pray that this practice will feed your souls in
the same way.
This month, the passage of the Word in which we will dwell together is Galatians 6:9-10:
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So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then,
whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.

CONVERSATIONS
WITH GRACE

Conversations with Grace

How many times have
you gone to church and
said HI to a fellow
member, but not really
know them? Possibly
for years!

Once again I encourage anyone from Grace and Peace to
visit a member, if you are comfortable, type up an article
and share.

Every month I will pick
someone randomly, and get
to know them more. It will
Let’s begin shall we?
either be by going to their
Today I had the pleasure of visiting with Ken Armstrong. Delving
house, calling them,
into Ken’s childhood, I was informed, both his parents have
passed away. Along with his parents, his brother has passed on
speaking on zoom, or
also. Ken had one sibling. As far as his spiritual upbringing, Ken’s
meeting them for
mother encouraged him to go to church. He attended a Methodist
lunch. The questions will
church while growing up.
also be random, and will
Ken had various high school jobs like many of us did. After
only be what they feel
graduating from high school, Ken became interested in business
comfortable sharing with
and attended ICC. After graduation, he continued with his
education where he received a bachelor's in business from Sagama Grace and Peace members
University.
in the Cornerstone.
This is where Sarah, his wife, came into play. While still in
college, Ken became ill and went to the hospital. At the hospital,
he meet Sarah who was training to be a nurse. Sarah’s nursing
school had strict regulations at the time. Sarah and Ken could date
but not marry till her graduation. After graduation from nursing
school, they were married. Boy, have things changed right?

Because the Cornerstone is
public there will never be
anything posted without
one’s permission. I
encourage anyone else
from Grace and Peace to do
Due to employment, they ended up in Peoria for 2 years,
eventually moving to North Pekin and building the house they
this if they are comfortable,
currently live in. Ken started his employment at Caterpillar. While
and type up an article to
there his career took him to several different jobs, till he retired
share with all. Remember
as an Assistant Analyst after working 32 years. I might add Ken
worked two jobs at the same time. His second job was as a
nothing too personal
patrolman at the Pekin Police Department. As one job ended his
should be posted.
second one started. Both Ken and Sarah are hard-working
productive people.

Sarah and Ken have two children. A daughter in Sterling with
three children, and a son in Pekin. Ken and Sarah’s strong
ambition is what allowed them to travel to numerous places. He
reminded me while his son was only one, they backpacked to the
Rocky Mountain National Park. Hobbies include traveling,
hiking, and scuba diving. Which they have done for the past
twenty years. Their hiking adventures have taken them to the
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CONVERSATIONS
CONTINUED

Grand Canyon numerous times. Hiking down to the
bottom of the Grand Canyon is no small adventure. Soon I was
educated, it takes 14 miles to get to the bottom and 10 miles to return to the top. Ken and Sarah have hiked down and up over 20
times! I was also informed rim to rim is another strenuous adventure, which the Armstrong’s have done 9 times. One has to start
these
adventures at 4 am to avoid the heat and the steep
trail.
The last 7 miles are pure sun.

Their travels have taken them all over the world. Russia,
Australia, South Pacific, and the Caribbean are only a few. They
are avid Disney admirers, which takes them there two to three
times a year.
A big thanks to their friends, Dick and Ann Joyce, who
encouraged them to join Grace and Peace Lutheran Church. I feel
we are blessed to have them here. Soft-spoken kind people who
enjoy life. Once again I enjoyed meeting Ken and learning about
his life. I hope you do also. Please take some time out of your busy
day and have a conversation with Grace.

God Bless,
Diane Page

NURTURING
THURDAY DINNER
As per request we will meet in
October for one last time until
after winter, and we see how
the nasty virus continues.
Hopefully it will end.
A sign up sheet will be posted
by Michelle two weeks prior.
The date is
October 14 at 5:30 pm.
Location is Bernardis
Restaurant in Washington.
2137 Washington
Rd. Washington, IL.

They have a separate back room
we can use. I try to mix up a
variety of areas in Peoria and
the surrounding towns.
Thank you,
Diane Page

Attention Women of Grace and Peace:
Please plan to attend our “All Women Bible Study” which will be held on Saturday, October 2 from
9:30 to 11:30 AM in the Bischoff Room (lower level) at St. Paul Lutheran Church. This Bible
study will be in conjunction with the women of our sister congregation, St. Paul Lutheran Church. We will
begin with a continental breakfast, followed by a Bible Study led by Pastor Mary and ending with a short
business meeting of St. Paul. We will be following Covid guidelines and precautions, so please wear a
mask. Hope to see you for the Bible Study, food, fellowship and fun.
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Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
Church Council
September 21, 2021
Opening Prayer: Pastor Beenken
Dwelling in the Word: Pastor and Pam Bebber
Approval of minutes from August 17, 2021
Motion for approval by Vickie Bittner, second by Pam Bebber. Approved.
OLD BUSINESS
Covid 19 Guidelines and In-Person Activities: no updates
Great Room Renovation
Youth & Sunday School Update: Room renovated, Sunday School starts on 9/26 (will be outdoors).
NEW BUSINESS
2022 Budget—Budget worksheets due October 3, 2021
Refugee accompaniment discernment
Fall stewardship appeal
Nominating Committee formation
Spiritual practices
Communication and Correspondence: Thank You’s
Treasurer’s Report
Pastor’s Report
President’s Time
Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer: Motion to adjourn: by Vickie Bittner, second by Pastor Beenken.
Approved.
Next Executive Committee: October 12, 2021, 6:00pm
Next Church Council: October 19, 2021, 6:30pm
Dwelling in the word for October: Vicki Bittner and Linda Ericsson
Ministry Reports should be written every month and distributed in advance of Council Meeting to the
Church Office.
Pastor Beenken pastor@graceandpeacelutheran.org
Pam Bebber

2 year term (2020-2022) I Stewardship

Vickie Bittner

1 year term (2021- 2023) I Finance

Linda Ericsson

2 year term (2021-2023) I Property

Terry Goff

2 year term (2020-2022) I President/ Evangelism

Cheriz Kunkel

2 year term (2021-2023) II Youth and Christian Ed.

Deb Meyer

2 year term (2020-2022) I Worship and Music

Diane Page

2 year term (2021-2023) II Vice President/ Nurture
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ILLNESS AND NEEDS OF OUR MEMBERS

If you wish to
submit a
request to
travel through
the prayer
chain, please
contact the
church
office at
693-8428

Our Current Shut-Ins
Sharon Bontz
Bob Kamin
Sherry Thorn
Joan Winter
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Rosie Biegler—Recovery
Lana Staelens–Recovery
Jim Claude–Upcoming surgery
Richard Noren– Stroke
Richard Joyce- Shingles
Sam Sylvester– Accurate diagnosis & treatment
Amanda Taylor-Pregnancy

Theo and Westin (twin grandchildren of Vicki Bittner's
cousin)-Complications from premature birth
Patrick (Friend of Chris Mitchell)- COVID-19
Relatives of Chris Mitchell-COVID-19
Family of Shane Campbell (friends of Chris Mitchell)- Grieving
Dr. Rogers (Friend of Chris Mitchell) Passed away
Sandy Storer-COVID-19
Chris Mitchell’s Sister-Unemployment

