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All Souls
The leaves change and fall, the air grows colder, children settle into indoor routines for the
winter. This time of year has a certain quiet reflectiveness to it, made all the more profound by a
special Holy Day that occurs early this month: All Saints Day.
All Saints Day is a custom with many roots, woven together into our modern
remembrance. While our Eastern Orthodox siblings observe this festival shortly after Easter, in the
Western church All Saints Day has traditionally fallen on November 1. At Grace and Peace, we’ll
observe it together on “All Saints Sunday,” which this year falls on November 7.
There are many, many traditions surrounding All Saints Day. Since at least the fourth
century, Christians have set aside festival days to honor martyrs of the faith. Eventually these
were expanded to include all Christians who have died, and even to incorporate an existing
Roman festival called Lemuria, when the restless souls of the dead were offered food and drink so
that they would move on from haunting the homes of their loved ones. Fascinatingly, many
cultures in the Americas and Pacific Islands have similar festivals honoring the dead around this
time of year. While today they have been bound up with All Saints Day due to the influence of
Catholic colonizers, there’s evidence that these festivals predate colonization and the introduction
of Christianity. Could it be that there is something mystical, beyond our understanding, that draws
the living and the dead together this time of year?

One of the most familiar All Saints traditions, of course, is the observance of Halloween. An
old word for “saint” was “hallow,” which means “holy one,” and All Saints has also been called All
Hallows or Hallowmas. “Halloween” is a contraction of “All Hallows Evening,” referring to the day
before All Saints Day when many cultures believe that the space between Heaven and Earth
grows thin, and the dead that we remember on All Saints come close to be near us for this
celebration of our continued connection with them. Halloween is a day not of mourning but of
revelry: A holiday that today we celebrate most especially with and for our children, the saints
who will inherit the future that we give to them. On Halloween, children dress up in colorful
costumes and carve goofy faces into jack-o-lanterns and are showered with candy. In vibrant
clusters, they go door-to-door or trunk-to-trunk and ask for sweets with the traditional words,
“Trick or treat!”
I am fascinated by the origins of traditions like this, because they all come back to our
reverence—and trepidation—for those who have gone before us. Jack-o-lanterns, for example,
are said to stem from an ancient Celtic tradition of walking to the cemetery after dark to honor
the saints’ graves, carrying burning coals for light. How do you hold a burning coal? Put it in the
still-wet rind of a gourd, with holes cut to cast the light, perhaps in the form of a terrifying face to
keep away roving, unfriendly spirits who may have come close for the holy morning ahead.

Halloween costumes, likewise, came from a belief that children needed to travel in disguise during
the feast of All Saints to confuse potentially malevolent ghosts. We long to remain connected to our
loved ones who have died, but we cannot help being a little afraid of death all the same. These
conflicting emotions come together on the day we honor all souls, living and dead.
But I think the most poignant origin of an All Saints tradition belongs to what we now call
Trick-or-treating: A practice that comes from several ancient customs where children would request
foods like nuts, fruits, and baked items called “soul cakes”—a sort of cross between a shortbread
biscuit and a hot-crossed bun. Since the middle ages, Europeans from Poland to Italy to England
baked soul cakes and set them out along with a cup of wine as alms for the wandering spirits who
returned to earth that night, an offering of communion with the saints. Children would visit their
neighbors and offer to pray for the souls of that home’s departed, and were given cakes in return.
This practice used to be called “souling,” which is a little nicer than today’s light-hearted threat to
“trick” if no “treat” is given.
Martin Luther famously said that each of us is, at once, Saint and Sinner. Perhaps our
association of All Saints day with the potential trickery of departed spirits has something to do with
our understanding that no matter how saintly, all souls are prone to some degree of chicanery. On
All Saints Day, we rejoice that God chooses to call us saints anyway, despite our tendency to slip
from saintliness, and promises that death is truly nothing to fear. Through the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, we can trust that death is not a permanent separation from the saints
who go before and come after. In the great body of Christ that binds us all together, we trust that all
souls are kept safe by our loving God and will be united even after the seasons of this world have
stopped turning.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Mary

Women of Grace and Peace
A deep thorough cleaning has happened in the Grace & Peace kitchen. Cabinets, even ones
that were falling off the wall, have been repaired and are secure. Thank you , Brian Smith
(BCS Construction) for the repairs! During the clean-out, we found a very old
commercial- style waffle maker. It has been donated to The Wheels of Time Museum. They
were delighted to receive it and put it on display. Imagine that! Our kitchen had a MUSEUM
QUALITY PIECE just hiding in the back of a cabinet!!

Little Dresses for Africa had a successful sewing day on October 16th. There will be
another opportunity for you to take part in this project on November 13th. We still have 21
dresses to finish! This is doable if we have help! Mark your calendar, November 13 th 9:00 am
to 12 noon.

November 9th Grace & Peace will be hosting the pastors of the Northern Conference. We
will serve a continental breakfast. If you are interested in helping, please contact Pam Kovach
or Carol Gard.

Sunday, November 14th, Grace & Peace will be celebrating our Thank Offering Service.
This is a service that is celebrated throughout the ELCA. It is a time, before and during the
service, when we encourage individuals to consider thankfulness and blessings received
throughout the year. A separate offering is taken at the Thank offering Service; this offering
is sent in its entirety to the Women of the ELCA to be used in their various programs and
endeavors throughout the United States and the World. The 2019 offering was in the amount
of $655.00. What a blessing to send that on to WELCA. Thank you for your prayers and
consideration as you reflect on the thankfulness and blessings received throughout the year.
We will also be hosting the coffee hour with special treats that day.

Ladies…for our Let’s do Lunch in November we will
be gathering at Le Peep Restaurant, 7501 N. University
St.in North Peoria on November 8th
( we are aiming at scheduling our lunch gathering on
the 2nd Monday of the month) at 11:30 A.M."
This is an opportunity for the women in our
congregation to share fellowship, conversation, and
laughter while enjoying a tasty lunch at a local
restaurant. La Peep, the restaurant chosen this month,
is a great breakfast spot, but a lunch menu is available,
offering a variety of salads and sandwiches. They have
excellent service, yummy food and a homey
atmosphere. For the ladies who are planning on
attending, there will be a sign-up sheet on the wall by
the kitchen or call Michelle in the church office at
309-693-8428 and give her your RSVP.

Grateful Generosity
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We, along with four other couples, began a discipleship journey in the mid-1970s that
incorporate disciplined generosity, including tithing, as a core element. The experience
impacted all of us.
By logical financial metrics, Nan and I were truly unable to embark on this journey’s tithing
aspect when undertaken. We undertook the journey anyway, trusting that what we saw as
insurmountable obstacles would be overcome. Forty six years later, we are simply grateful for
having started that journey. Our hearts fill with gratitude with each gift or act of generosity we
undertake. Not the gratitude from others, but gratitude that we began this journey and remain
on the path with faith. The specifics along the path are many. The obstacles have changed, but
we proceed with confidence in the Lord. Our Lord’s Grace is a model for all, and receiving small
glimpses of how meeting needs enriches our hearts, encourages us along the road.

Office Closed
November 25th & 26th-Thanksgiving Holiday

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS
November: David Dietrich, Nan Goff, Terry Goff, Pastor Beenken, , Ann Joyce
December: Annette Jackson, Natalie Livingston, Carol Luecht,
Sid Peterson, Will Staelens, Bonnie Valentine

Calling All Music-Makers!
As we head into the holidays, the Worship
and Music Ministry is looking for music
makers of all kinds to help enrich our
holiday worship services. If you would like
to sing in the choir, play with the global
band or chime choir, or offer special music
with a group or as a soloist, please contact
Pastor Mary or Richard Popp as soon as
possible. All that is required is a desire to
make a “joyful noise”—no previous
experience necessary! All ages, abilities,
and talents are welcome to take part in
our friendly, judgment-free ensembles.

Christmas Open House
At The Picket Fence, Chillicothe
The open house will be the
Friday and Saturday before Thanksgiving
(November 19th and 20th). The Picket Fence is a
non-profit organization that helps special needs
adults. They receive an endowment grant from
Grace & Peace Endowment. You can visit them on
Facebook @ Picket Fence Foundation
Ann JoyceO
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50’s+ Will meet November
2nd at 12PM here at church.
Please bring your own lunch.
Fausto will be speaking about
“Mixed Media & Art Work”.
We hope to see you there!

There’s still time to
submit your Intent Card for 2022!
Did you miss the October 31 deadline for
Intent Cards? Fear not—grace abounds!
There is still time to turn in your 2022
Intent Card for next year’s giving. These
pledges are immensely helpful to our
Stewardship and Finance ministries as we
prepare a budget and plan for another
year of ministry. Thank you so much for
prayerfully considering how you intend to
support the church in 2022.
The Stewardship Ministry-

THE PICKET FENCE
E

FALL CLEANUP DAY 2021
Thank you to everyone who participated during the Fall Cleanup Days. Many tasks were
completed including repairing kitchen cabinets, sorting and cleaning kitchenware, installing
another fire extinguisher in the sanctuary, replacing furnace filters, cutting back vegetation, and
distributing mulch. Many items were taken for recycling including computers, routers, unused
kitchenware, snow blowers, and push mowers.
Mark Golden
Property Ministry Chair

Hello again from Community Action and Nurture
Thank you to all who came out to Bernardis Restaurant Thursday. Since the group enjoyed
each other’s company so much, we decided to meet one more time before winter
and the holidays come. Our next gathering will be November 11th at 5:30.
Let’s try Mexican this time. Our gathering will be at Cayenne in the Heights.
Sign up sheet will be posted 2 weeks prior. Hope to see you then!
Diane Page -

Let’s begin shall we?
Today I enjoyed meeting Carol Martino for coffee, at a quaint
coffee shop, in the Heights. What a enjoyable visit we had. Carol
is such an ambitious human being.
Carol had a fantastic upbringing with two kind, generous, loving
parents. Her father was a Plummer and her mother a proud
homemaker, described as a very warm person. Although her
father was a hard working man, who worked many hours. He was
very generous and giving to the needy, especially at Christmas
time. Described by many as kind hearted.
Carol was born in Bradley, Illinois along with two sisters and 1
brother. She remains close especially, with her two sisters, to this
day. Dad passed away at the young age of 56 and mom passed
away later in life at age 87. Both are very much missed. One
sister remains in Bradley and the other moved away to Florida.
She is a little more distant, with her brother, although they were
very close growing up. He lives in Fairbury, Illinois.
The neighborhood was pretty much all Catholic along with both
parents. Carol attended a Catholic grade school with her siblings.
She described it as a very strict environment. Their neighborhood
was described as very rewarding and friendly where Carol meet
many friends. Some remain very close to this day.
By the age of 10, the family moved to Pontiac, Illinois. Being a
young girl, and leaving her close friends behind, was rough on
Carol. She felt lonely and was very shy plus small framed. Soon
she became the target of being bullied. Luckily, another girl came
along and helped her with her adjustment, so the bullying came
to a stop.
During high school Carol meet the man of her dreams. They
dated through high school, and married at the young age of
18. His sad eyes, poor family, and rebel personality was what
drew her
towards him. With the influence of her father,
Richard trained and became a Plummer while Carol remained a
homemaker. They had two boys, Richie and Jason, who Carol is
very close with. The marriage lasted 17 years. Unfortunately both
decided to go their separate ways, which was a very sad time in
Carols life.
It was during this time in her life, that Carol, started collecting
Humpty Dumpty's. Her mother gave her the first one. Carol
described Humpty to me, as a character who was broken and
needed fixing. She has well over 100 of these figures in all
different colors shapes and sizes. It was this sad time in her life

How many times have
you gone to church
and said HI to a
fellow member, but
not really know
them? Possibly for
years!
Every month I will pick
someone randomly, and
get to know them more.
It will either be by going
to their house, calling
them, speaking on zoom,
or meeting them for
lunch. The questions will
also be random, and will
only be what they feel
comfortable sharing
with Grace and Peace
members in the
Cornerstone.
Because the Cornerstone
is public there will never
be anything posted
without one’s
permission. I encourage
anyone else from Grace
and Peace to do this if
they are comfortable, and
type up an article to
share with all.
Remember nothing too
personal should be
posted.

she joined a group called, Adult Children of Alcoholics or (ACOA).
This group helped and supported her tremendously.
During her rough times, and after her divorce, Poetry and writing
gave her much needed comfort. Poetry was an escape for her.
Soon she became well known for her writing in the Federation of
Poetry Society. She attended many workshops. The poetry also
went along with her writing articles in newspapers. Fairbury,
Illinois had a county newspaper, which Carol had her own column
called Schott at Sunrise. The paper carried her column for three
years, where she became the editor, and eventually a Poetry
Therapist. Carol continues to write for various newspapers and
magazines. Writing gave Carol a sense of purpose, and was very
fulfilling besides a paycheck to support her two sons.
During Carols writing career, a man named Dan, came along and
sparked her attention. Not only was she drawn towards his looks,
but Dan was a very good writer of songs and poetry. A musician in
a rock and roll band who also worked at Caterpillar. “ He didn’t
steel my heart, I gave it away to him!” He truly is the love of her
life. They have been married for 32 years.
During this time period, Carol began searching for a Catholic
Church, which would accept her, as she describes, just as she is.
A divorced and remarried woman. One day, after many years of
praying and searching, a very nice woman came along by the name
of Roxanne. Roxanne introduced Carol to Grace and Peace
Lutheran Church.
Carol has been a very happy, and active member of Grace and
Peace church since 2004. We are blessed aren’t we! I hope you
once again enjoy A Conversation With Grace.
I know I did, Diane Page -

COMMUNITY ACTION
Hello again from Community Action
I just wanted to drop a note and inform all members I have been in contact with the
representative from Human Service Center. Due to Covid we once again will not be able to host
a dinner as in the past. As you recall we were not able to last year either. Their were several
ideas given, sack lunches etc., but we do not see this to be beneficial at this time. We will
continue to keep in contact. Thank you all for your past work and we will need your help in the
future.
Diane Page -

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church
Church Council October 19, 2021
Opening Prayer: Pastor Beenken
Dwelling in the Word: Linda Ericsson & Vickie Bittner
Approval of minutes from September 15, 2021

OLD BUSINESS
Covid 19 Guidelines and In-Person Activities: Coffee hours, Youth, etc.
Great Room Renovation
Youth & Sunday School Ribbon Cutting
2022 Budget
Refugee Accompaniment discernment
Fall Stewardship appeal
Spiritual Practices

NEW BUSINESS
Nov 2, 2021 Election/ polls
Communication and Correspondence: Thank You’s
Treasurer’s Report
Pastor’s Report
President’s Time
Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer:
Next Executive Committee: November 10, 2021, 6:00pm
Next Church Council: November 17,, 2021, 6:30pm
Dwelling in the word for October: Terry Goff & Cheriz Kunkel
Ministry Reports should be written every month and distributed in advance of Council Meeting to the
Church Office.
Pastor Beenken pastor@graceandpeacelutheran.org
Pam Bebber
Vickie Bittner

2 year term (2020-2022) I Stewardship
1 year term (2021- 2023) I Finance

Linda Ericsson 2 year term (2021-2023) I Property
Terry Goff

2 year term (2020-2022) I President/ Evangelism

Cheriz Kunkel

2 year term (2021-2023) II Youth and Christian Ed.

Deb Meyer

2 year term (2020-2022) I Worship and Music

Diane Page

2 year term (2021-2023) II Vice President/ Nurture

ILLNESS AND NEEDS OF OUR MEMBERS

If you wish to
submit a
request to
travel through
the prayer
chain, please
contact the
church
office at

Our Current At
Home Members
Sharon Bontz
Bob Kamin
Sherry Thorn
Joan Winter
Richard Noren

Lana Staelens–Recovery
Jim Claude–Recovery
Richard Noren– Recovery
Amanda Taylor-Pregnancy

Theo and Westin (twin grandchildren of Vicki
Bittner's cousin)-Complications from premature birth
Relatives of Chris Mitchell-COVID-19
Family of Sam Sylvester-Grieving
Sandy Storer-COVID-19
Sarah, Michael, Jacob, Benjamin-(Sister & nephew’s
of Jeannie Wineland)

