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You crown the year with Your goodness,
And Your paths drip with abundance.

PSALM 65:11

We Three Kings
Happy New Year, and a blessed Epiphanytide to you!
I am always fascinated by how legends grow up around saints, adding layers of mystique and
ornamentation to a story as it is passed down through the centuries. Some people might see this as
an obscuring of the truth, like the real history of what happened has been papered over by tradition
and the passage of time. But I confess, I have a special place in my heart for the pious fictions that
latch onto our holy stories, and for the maybe-real people and events behind them whose origins
we’ll only ever be able to speculate about.

Take, for example, the alleged “Three Kings of Orient”: Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.
This is how we know the characters of the Magi, those enchanting travellers who appear so fleetingly
at the beginning of Jesus’ story. The Bible tells us very little about them: They are mentioned only in
the Gospel of Matthew, which says that “Magi from the East” came to Jerusalem because they had
seen the rising of a star that indicated a king would be born to the Jews. When they found the infant
Jesus, they presented him with kingly gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. There’s no mention of
how many magi came, where they came from, or what their names were. We don’t know how far

they travelled, how long they stayed, or what happened to them afterwards.
We do know a few things: “Magi,” which is often translated “wise men,” was the name for
the priests of Zoroastrianism, a Persian religion that was practiced widely throughout the Roman
Empire and still exists today. As part of their job, Magi studied the movements of the stars and the
seasonal rhythms of the Earth, seeking to draw understanding of the divine from their observations
of the created world. Sometimes their relationship with nature was considered supernatural—in fact,
“Magi” is the root of the word “magic,” and although the Magi came to be called “kings” early in

Christian history, a translation that better captures their role in their own culture might be “wizards.”
That is about the extent of what we can say for sure about the Magi. But early Christians
knew that these travelling mystics and students of the stars had something important to teach us
about the Christian life—and so they gave the Magi names and stories, creating three givers for the
three gifts. Balthasar was the youngest, and depending on who you ask, he came from Arabia or
maybe Ethiopia, bearing myrrh for a noble burial (tough gift for a baby, Balthasar!) Then there’s
Gaspar, hailing all the way from India or China, the middle-aged giver of Frankincense, symbol of
Christ’s divinity. Finally there is Melchior, the oldest of the wisemen and reportedly the king of
Persia, who came bearing regal gold.

There is no solid evidence that any of these men existed, no kings or priests known to
history with those names. Nevertheless, traditions abound concerning the three wise men: There’s a
town in India that claims to have been the home of Gaspar, cities along the Silk Road who claim the
Magi once passed through, and many European churches that claim to have relics from the bodies
of the Magi themselves. Legend tells that the Magi met up again in Armenia in the year 54, where
they savored one another’s company and reminisced about the Christ Child whom they had once
adored, and who had grown and died and been resurrected in the half-century since they first made
their journey. According to the story, after celebrating the anniversary of Jesus’ birth together, the
Magi died only days apart, each over 100 years old. Their story, however, lives on: As the saying goes,
“Wise ones seek him still.”
In the Western church, we commemorate the visit of the Magi on Epiphany, which always
falls on January 6, making it the first Christian holy day of the year (though we usually celebrate it in
church on the Sunday before—Epiphany Sunday is January 2 this year). “Epiphany” comes from the
Greek word for “manifestation,” and it celebrates the revelation of our God incarnate—in this case,
the revelation of Jesus to the first gentiles, the Magi. Which is why I love Gaspar, Melchior, and

Balthasar: Because in our art and our nativity scenes and our imaginations, they stand in for us.
These curious visitors from far-away lands, who arrived uninvited and unannounced to see
God with their own eyes, remind us that seeking God in unlikely places—even outside the normal
boundaries of our faith—is holy work. They show us that we can imagine ourselves in God’s story,
even if we don’t have all the facts straight. And they remind us that Christ draws people from all
over creation, from countless backgrounds and worldviews, to kneel together in wonder before the
divine. Wise ones seek God still: May your seeking in this new year be full of awe as you follow

where the light of Christ leads.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Mary

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE for the LSSI CHRISTMAS!
A big THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to the huge effort to provide a blessed Christmas for
105 children in the Foster Care Program at LSSI this year. We think there were over 750 children in the
Peoria and Canton offices, but because corporate LSSI in Des Plaines decided to handle the program a
very different way this year we don’t know for sure.

We thank the team of 7 ladies who wrapped hundreds of packages, the 4 drivers who delivered to the
offices on W. Rohman, the many people who sorted scarves and mittens, and bagged the gifts in fancy
Christmas bags, and the many who gave money toward the project. We took advantage of our Thrivent
Action Team cards, and money designated years ago from Edith Albright. A wonderful gift from the
Armstrong's of stuffed animals and lots of other toys plus fine shopping by Barbara Purple made each bag
a great gift.

Each child got a fleece blanket, a book, a stuffed animal, clothing, and a age appropriate toy. I am very
sorry that I had a bad reaction to my booster COVID shot and ended up missing the Sunday Blessing of
the gifts. I truly appreciate the good work done by the “highly trained” Grace and Peace crew to
complete this project. This is about the 30th year our church has participated. I believe Carol Luecht was
the person who suggested the Christmas gift idea to Dorothy Johnson, then director of the Peoria office
of LSSI. We also thank the ladies on the Peoria LSSI staff– Lori Sparks and Janet Davis– who gathered the
names for us. Hoping for a smoother process next year.

Sincerely.
Roberta Dietrich, coordinator

A Special Thank You!
Dear Grace and Peace Community. Thank you so much for bringing me in and making me feel like a
part of your community. It is a complete joy to not only be excited to come to work every day, but to be
able to enjoy getting to know amazing people such as you. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for
making me feel so welcome, and everything you do all year round! It’s truly a pleasure to be here every
day!
Michelle Jones, Administrator-

WOMEN AND FRIENDS OF GRACE AND PEACE!
Society has one tend to think of the month of January as a time to take stock and make resolutions
for the coming year. And then a person finds they are unable to keep or maintain those resolutions.
Women and Friends of Grace and Peace, below is a short list of resolutions you can keep
throughout all of 2022!
Be It Resolved: I will Breathe in Grace, breathe out love! This was Pastor Beenken’s message at the
third Acoustic Advent Service.
Be It Resolved: As a member of “the community of women created in the image of God”, I will
“grow in faith”.
Be It Resolved: I will “support one another” in whatever way appropriate for me at this time
whether it be active participation in Women of Grace and Peace/Women of the ELCA activities or
by thoughts and prayers or simply a smile indicating that is a nice idea!
Be It Resolved: I will “engage in ministry and action” as authentic to me.
Be It Resolved: I will “promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world” as
only I can do.
Be It Resolved: I will take note of the theme of the 2023 Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering
and:

Nurturing Dinner

LADIES LUNCH

A good time was had by all who
showed up to Cayenne for our
November Dinner!

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS
January: Barbara Hanson, Craig Lorentz, Esther Shirven, Emily Smith, Sherry Thorn,
Joan Winter
February: Cheryl Rauhaus, Jim Claude, Lauren Huskins, Ronald Groth, Hannah Shirven,
Lana Staelens

THANK YOU, THANK YOU! Grace and Peace you are AWESOME!
With my Thrivent Action Card and your donations, on December 21st, I was able to
deliver the following items to TAPS:
45 Lbs. of Cat Litter

57 Puppy Pads

33 Lbs. of Cat Food

61 Lbs. Dry Dog Food

31 Lbs. of Kitten Chow

29 Lbs. Dry Puppy Chow

48 Cans of Fancy Feast Cat Food

24 Can Chopped Dog Food

6 Cans of cat Food

4 Bags of Dog Treats

16 Packages of Cat Toys

21 Dog Toys

1 Lg. container Meow Mix Cat Treats

2 Jolly Balls

4 pouches of Cat Treats
7.5 Gal. of Fabuloso
1 Gal. Bleach
5 Containers Disinfecting Wipes
1 Gal. Bottle of Dawn
1 56 oz. Bottle of Dawn
1 Box of 90 (33 Gal. Trash Bags)
1 Box of 200 (13 Gal. Trash Bags)

Along with all the items donated we also donated $683.38 dollars in cash and checks!!
WOW!! Once again, THANK YOU for helping all the “Fur Babies” at TAPS Wishing you
a Merry Christmas and a Blessed 2022!
A BIG THANK YOU to Mary Jane Hinshaw & Carol Martino
for helping at coffee Hour!
Bobbie Yoder & Duke-

REMINDER
Reminder to all of the Ministry Liaisons &
Chairs to please have your Annual Report
submitted to Michelle no later than
January 8th 2022.

Please join us for lunch January 4th at 12:00PM at church! Bring soup
for yourself to mix with other soups. We will have Pastor Mary & Nathan
sharing about their experiences with genocide (and refugees) in their travels.

Miriam Circle
Thank You to all who came and helped with our December potluck
with the women of St. Paul Lutheran Church. We had great food and
fellowship along with singing some wonderful Christmas carols! Our
next meeting will be on Tuesday January 11, 2022 at 2PM at
church. We will be making plans for the rest of 2022. Please join us.
Thank you,
Carol Gard

Ladies, our lunch dates will be postponed until March, 2022.
Due to the freezing temperatures ( too cold to eat outside) and due to the increasing number of new
COVID cases, we will not be getting together for the months of January and February. Hopefully, we will
be able to gather again in March to share a meal and fellowship with each other.
Jeanne Wineland-

OUR CHURCH YEAR 2021

A NEW YEAR: Renewed Hope-New Opportunities-New AdventuresNew Ways to Give And Love– May This be Your Best Year Ever!

ILLNESS AND NEEDS OF OUR MEMBERS

If you wish
to submit a
request to
travel
through the
prayer chain,
please
contact the
church
office at
693-8428

Our Current At
Home Members
Sharon Bontz
Bob Kamin
Sherry Thorn
Joan Winter
Richard Noren
Bonnie Valentine

Lana Staelens–Recovery
Jim Claude–Recovery
Richard Noren– Recovery
Amanda TaylorPregnancy
Ann Joyce– Recovery

Theo and Westin -(twin grandchildren of Vicki Bittner's
cousin)-Complications from premature birth

Todd (Friend of Carol Martino)-Recovery
Sherry (Co-Worker of Evelyn Biegler)-Health
Concerns
Kathaleen (Kitty) Harcharik-(Mother of Diane
Page)
Vicki Cox-(Aunt of Michelle Jones)-Recovery

