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Isaiah 55:8-9
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

VBS Makes a Splash!
There’s a curious story from the second chapter of Exodus: After an evil and paranoid Pharaoh
declares that all baby boys born to the enslaved Hebrew people should be killed as a form of
draconian population-control, a Hebrew woman defies the order and hides her infant son,
Moses, for three months. When he grows so big she can no longer hide him in her home, she
makes a choice: She takes a papyrus basket, covers the bottom with a protective layer of tar,
and lays the child inside to hide among the rustling reeds of the Nile.
At the river’s edge, Moses’ older sister Miriam keeps watch, and when the Pharaoh’s daughter
comes to bathe, Miriam looks on as her baby brother is found. But Miriam is a sharp kid, and
she approaches the Egyptian princess to make arrangements for her brother’s care so that he
might not only grow up, but grow up in the royal household as the Pharaoh’s own grandson.
Moses and Miriam, of course, would go on to become two of Israel’s first and greatest
prophets, and as adults, would help free their people and lead them to a new land to live as
God’s chosen. Where would we be without the bravery and tenacity of these children? How
might the story of scripture be different without the witness of the young?
Children have a central role to play in God’s story—and in our own. That’s why, when the
weather grows hot, the school year nears its end, and the days grow longer, our congregation
turns its attention to nurturing the kids of our community through one of Grace and Peace’s
most important ministries: Vacation Bible School.
VBS is an annual week of games and snacks and crafts and, most importantly of all, teaching
kids about the love and creativity of our God. For something so silly and fun, VBS has an
incredible gravity: for many children, it may be the only week of the year when they hear that
they are made in the image of a God who loves them exactly the way they are. Through VBS, we
share the love of Christ with the budding humans that were so beloved to Jesus.
This year’s VBS theme is water. Water flows through the Bible as a sign of God’s providence and
renewal, quenching the thirsts of God’s people and refreshing arid landscapes with the promise
of new life. Together, we’ll learn about water in the Bible and water in our world: We’ll sail the
high seas with Jonah and Paul. We’ll visit Noah’s floating zoo and go fishing with Jesus. We’ll
hear the creation story and plant a rain garden as we discover how we are called to be
co-creators of a healthy world. And, of course, we’ll hear several stories from the life of Moses,
including his adventures as a baby in a basket-boat on the Nile.

It may seem audacious to say that VBS is one of our most important ministries, but I truly
believe it. For one thing, a strong VBS program demonstrates to adults who care for children
that our congregation shares that care, that kids will be cherished and championed here. But
far more than that, VBS is a holy space for the children of God to be just that: children of God.
We live in a world where kids may encounter terrible violence and great loss, where they will be
told their whole lives that they must be this or that, where they may or may not enjoy the
blessing of supportive households and schools. But for the holy week of VBS, they are invited
to come splash in the baptismal waters of community and be who they were created to be.
Like the currents of the Nile, the forces that shape each generation are mighty and
unpredictable, and kids stand downstream, so to speak, from us. No matter what we do, they
will one day find themselves awash in the flotsam and jetsam of decisions, our conflicts, our
triumphs. What can we possibly do to help them navigate these waters? Throw them an oar?
Teach them to swim?

I propose that we give them hope and love, protective layers for wherever the river of life
will take them. Like Moses in his basket, hope and love start out fragile and small—but in time,
they can change the course of history itself. This edition of the Cornerstone includes all kinds of
ways that you might lend your time, talent, and prayers to VBS this year, but of course, loving
children is not just something we do one week a year. In the waters of Baptism, we, too, are
freed to be who we were created to be. So come, makes waves with God and God’s children this
summer, and see how our own stories are still being shaped by the witness of the young.

Want to help with VBS?
We are looking for volunteers, donations, and items to borrow to help make our VBS great! Here are just a
few of the ways you can support our VBS efforts this year. Please talk to Pastor Mary, Nathan, Cheriz, or
Andrew to sign up.

Volunteer opportunities:
•

Make, put up, or take down decorations Welcome children and their grown-ups on Day 1 Make and
serve snacks

•

Help with crafts

•

Sing or play in the VBS band Lead games

•

Shepherd a VBS “pod” (kids will be grouped into pods by age)

•

Bring Bible stories to life through acting and puppet skits! Some roles to consider: Moses and Miriam

•

Noah and family, Jonah, Jesus, Sailors, fisher people, and disciples Puppeteer, voice actor, or narrator.

Items to donate or loan:
•

Snack supplies (Please wait to purchase until closer to VBS dates, when we will know how many children to expect. See sign-up sheet in the Great Room.)

•

Pudding and Jell-O cups Oreos

•

Gummy worms Swedish fish

•

Animal, goldfish, and whale crackers Pretzel sticks

•

Clementines, grapes, or other small fruit Juice

•

Native perennials for rain garden (See Pastor Mary or Nathan for a list of suggestions) Red and blue
pool noodles

•

Pool inner tubes Kiddie pool

•

Slip-and-slide Sprinklers and hoses Mist fan

THERE IS STILL TIME FOR YOU
TO GET INVOLVED!
Grace and Peace is a community of volunteers
working together for God and for our
neighbors!

Hello all!
With the beautiful weather coming up, it might
be time to clean closets and garages out? Save
your things please! In August we will be having
another Rummage sale. Any slightly used items
will be appreciated.
Please do not bring any items in until the
beginning of August. The last room, on the left
of the education wing, will be open for the
items. Profits will go towards the great room
renovation.
Thank you from Community Action and
Nurture.
Diane Page

If your still not sure where you can share your
time & talents we have a document up on our
website for you to fill out! If you would like to
be more deeply involved in Grace and Peace's
ministries, please check any opportunities you
would like to know more about.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/17OBY0_UC22HmZVJIOcw96OB7DaU5hjuN0
m845X98eI/edit?ts=628babd2
By putting a checkmark next to your interests,
you are not committing to anything. The
leaders of ministries in which you have
indicated interest will contact you to answer
any questions and help you get started.

Adopt a Plot
Do you love weeding, watering, or planting flowers? If so, consider adopting a landscaping plot at church
for the summer and fall! Landscaping plots beautify our property and provide an opportunity to care for
God’s creation together: they reduce pollution and erosion from water run-off, support beneficial birds and
bugs, and shore up our native ecosystem.
As a plot-adopter, you would be responsible for helping to keep one of our plots happy and healthy
throughout the growing season. Creative freedom is yours when it comes to selecting and planting
interesting and beautiful varieties! All we ask is that you try to stay away from invasive or toxic species.
(When in doubt, native perennials are the way to go!)
The following plots are available for adoption:
•Traffic
•East

circle

side of parking lot entrance

Hello again from Community Action and Nurture
A BIG THANK YOU to all who came out to eat last month, and enjoyed the conversations.
June 16 will be our next gathering we will meet at 5:30 PM and eat at 6:00 PM. We will be
going to Rhythm Kitchen. Let's try some Cajun food shall we? Rhythm Kitchen has a large
menu with many choices. A signup sheet will be posted 2 weeks prior as always.
Location of Rhythm Kitchen is 305 Southwest Water Street , Peoria. It's basically downtown on
the waterfront. Looking forward to enjoying some great conversations.
Thank you Diane Page

Ladies, for this coming month, we have chosen Cyd’s in the Park to enjoy the lush green
surroundings of the old Donovan golf course while we share a tasty lunch together. The date will
be Wednesday, June 22nd at 11:30 pm. We welcome your presence! This is an opportunity
for the women in our congregation to share fellowship, conversation, and laughter while enjoying
good food at a different local restaurant each month.
For the ladies who are planning on attending, there will be a sign- up sheet on the door by the
kitchen or call Michelle in the church office at 309-693-8428 and give her your RSVP.
Thank You,
Jeannie Wineland

~FUN~FOOD~FELLOWSHIP~

Women of Grace and Peace
It is with great joy that this month we recognize and acknowledge Roberta Dietrich for all the
endless efforts she does for Lutheran World Relief. As a congregation we often dismiss saying
THANK YOU and simply know that she will carry on and things will get done. We wish to share in
the acknowledgement that the Women of the ELCA and the Lutheran World Relief group have
sent to Roberta. She has been recognized by them for her work with LWR Quilts and Kits.

ROBERTA DIETRICH

Thank you Roberta! God’s Work job well done !
The Women’s Board

Do you have a special day coming up? Maybe an anniversary, graduation, or a celebration?
Maybe you want to send a nice message or a thank you to someone in our congregation, or maybe
you just want to send a good old “Atta boy” or ‘way to go” to someone! All you have to do is get in
touch with Michelle in the church office. I am looking to create a special section in the
Cornerstone for small announcements. I would like to do this on a weekly basis if possible.
So if you want to participate please feel free to email me at
admin@graceandpeacelutheran.org or simply give me a call at the office
309-693-8428.
I look forward in creating
this new section with you!
Thank you,
Michelle

Get ready for an AWESOME Vacation Bible School this summer and
"MAKE WAVES WITH GOD"
Running June 20-24th from 6:00 - 8:00pm!!! Monday through Thursday we will have stories that
come to life, puppet shows, live music, snacks, games, and lots of fun! Friday we will have a VBS
PARTY where parents & the community are invited to attend with a cookout and outdoor fun!
To sign up, please read & fill out the Google form on our Website or Facebook Page.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUc0xKh11c0DyxMc_MxDUvujjucu5SXojs67w98ZSwQVmsw/viewform?usp=sf_link
We need lots of volunteers to make VBS the best it can be. Whether it’s snack-maker, craft-helper,
or song-leader, or something else, there’s a role for you to play in VBS.
Talk to Pastor Mary, Cheriz, or Andrew if you’d like to be involved.

JUNE 19TH!

JUNE: Richard Joyce, Jacob Hughes, Pam Bebber,
Marilyn South, Diane Page
JULY: Chris Mitchell, Carol Martino, Sue Hughes,
Mary Whitledge, Vicki Bittner, Glenn Theinert,
Rosie Biegler, Richard Bebber

CONVERSATIONS

Check out the binder in the Great
Room by the office for all past
copies of Conversations with Grace!
In case you have missed some.

How many times have you gone to church and said HI to a fellow
member, but not really know them? Possibly for years!
Every month I will pick someone randomly, and get to know them more. It will
either be by going to their house, calling them, speaking on zoom, or meeting
them for lunch. The questions will also be random, and will only be what they
feel comfortable sharing with Grace and Peace members in the Cornerstone.
Because the Cornerstone is public there will never be anything posted without
one’s permission. I encourage anyone else from Grace and Peace to do this if they
are comfortable, and type up an article to share with all. Remember nothing too
personal should be posted.

This evening I enjoyed meeting another great member of Grace and Peace, Carol Gard. We met
in her very nice apartment building, which she has lived in for many years. Carol was born in
Loveland, Colorado. We talked about her closeness to her parents and being an only child. She
has very fond memories or her parents. By the age of 2, Carol and her parents moved to Montana
to live closer to her grandparents. Her grandparents owned a farm and Carol and her parents,
lived in a house on the land.
Due to the town being very small, Carol went to school in Belfry, Montana. Around the age of 5,
Carol and her parents once again, moved. Her grandparents passed away, and her father took
employment in Powell, Wyoming.
Carol talked about her shy personality during her young years. Although very quiet, she did have
a few good friends, during her school years. After graduation from high school, most choices for
women were to be a secretary, teacher or nurse. Carol chose the nursing field.
The nursing college of her choice was in Billings, Montana. It was there at the Catholic College
that Carol pursued her faith. After graduation from nursing school, Carol started working at a
nearby hospital. It wasn't long before she decided to return to school to become a nursing
instructor. Being a nursing instructor gave her many years of enjoyment along with years of
traveling. Her first instructor job was at Louisiana State College. Due to the geographic area,
there were few Lutheran Churches there.
The following years brought her to several different locations, to teach. From Prescott, Arizona to
Flagstaff, Arizona at Northern University. All were pleasant and enjoyable experiences. Looking
for a change, brought her to Louis University to teach in Rockport, Illinois. It was there through
an acquaintance, she was informed about a new program starting up in Peoria, Illinois at Bradley
College to continue teaching nursing. Although her plans were to stay about 5 years and return
to the Arizona area, Carol enjoyed it so much she stayed until her retirement.
God works in mysterious ways! While in Peoria, Carol visited several churches. Looking for a
church she could identify with and call home. One of those churches was Grace Lutheran

Church, where she meets Pastor Moore and his wife. It was their Carol became very much
involved in her spiritual life. She was invited by Pastor Moore's wife to attend a Crusillo retreat,
which was a very rewarding experience to her. From there followed future retreats, Walk to
Emmaus and Via de Cristo. Carol to this day, continues to enjoy these opportunities of spiritual
growth.
Currently Carol chairs the 50s + group and Miriam Circle here at Grace and Peace. Once again I
really enjoyed meeting such a kind and dear person from our parish. I hope you enjoyed this
article as much as I did, meeting another great person from Grace and Peace.
Thank you Carol.
Diane Page

Quilting is Back!
Recently a group has come together on Thursday afternoons (12-4 pm) for a revival of the
Lutheran World Relief Quilt project. During our first meeting we enjoyed checking out our
supplies and organizing material. On our second meeting we began to piece some quilt tops and
pin seams. Several of us took some fabric home to work on projects there. During our third
gathering we assembled four quilts and began two more! We are blessed with an abundance of
fabric, thread, and yarn, but we need people to help. What skills are needed, you ask? Can you
use a scissors? Can you tie a knot? Can you pin pieces of fabric together? Can you use an iron?
There is a job for everyone–you don’t need to be a seamstress or tailor to be involved in this
project! (A sense of humor is definitely helpful, as well :-)
The quilt shown here was pieced together by Evie and Rosie Biegler. We added some strips of
coordinating fabric so that the quilt is about 60” x 80” and backed it with a coordinating print.
Thanks, Evie and Rosie!

Submitted by Elaine Chapman, from the

Quilt group: Barbara Purple, Ann Joyce,
Pastor Mary Beenken, Pam Kovach

Capital Project Update:
Repairs, replacements, and renovations, oh my! At Grace and Peace, we rejoice to have a fantastic facility
and technology for vibrant ministry, and it is our hope that these physical assets will bless not only us, but
our wider community for many years to come. This year, we undertook several capital improvements—both
planned and unplanned—that will help us reach this goal. Here’s how they are going:
Roof Replacement:
Our sanctuary roof has long been vulnerable to losing shingles in high winds, and the derecho of August
2020 resulted in extensive wind damage. Thanks to the research efforts of Mark Golden, we were able to
identify a solution called “storm nailing” that could be implemented at the time of repairs, which should
prevent further wind damage. Roof replacement began in late April and is mostly completed.
Education Wing HVAC Replacement:
The heating and cooling units of our education wing have been serving us steadily since our building was
built in 1994. With regular maintenance and a healthy dose of luck, these units have lasted well beyond
their expected lifespan. However, the time has come to replace before failure. In addition to using a more
environmentally-friendly alternative to our current coolant, the new HVAC units will drastically increase
our heating and cooling efficiency—a tremendous blessing as energy costs continue to soar! We expect the
new furnaces and air conditioners will be available for installation this fall.
Great Room and Education Wing Renovation:
Work has begun on the long-anticipated update to our main fellowship spaces. The light fixtures in the
Great Room have been updated to be brighter and more energy efficient, paneling has been removed and
drywall repaired, and painting is underway. New flooring and final touches are coming later this summer!
Projection System:
Early in the year, our decade-old sanctuary projectors began to fail unexpectedly and were deemed
“irreparable” by a professional repairer. Thanks to quick acting by members of the Worship and Music
Ministry and your tremendous response to our urgent appeal, we were able to purchase and install two
new, high-powered projectors within a few weeks—just in time for our Lenten Film Series! The new
projectors are brighter and sharper than our old ones, and since they run on lasers rather than bulbs, they
should require less maintenance over time and show little to no reduction in image quality.
None of this would be possible without your support!
Altogether, these improvements to our facilities added up to just shy of $100,000—a number that made
your Stewardship Ministers gulp when we first saw it! However, your generous response in giving to
these projects has been simply tremendous, and we are delighted to report that we have already raised
approximately two thirds of the total needed to fund these projects. Thanks to you, our roof and projection
system replacements have been fully financed, and we are well on our way to raising the remaining
amount needed for the Great Room, Education Wing, and HVAC updates. We also humbly ask you to
prayerfully consider making a financial contribution to complete funding for the projects that are still
underway.
We are incredibly grateful for all you have already done to help accomplish this work, whether you have
donated, served on a committee, offered feedback, or pledged your support. God has entrusted us with a
beautiful resource for the glory of Christ, and we could not have come this far without the hard work and
dedication of our entire community. From the bottoms of our hearts, thank you!
Yours in Christ,
The Stewardship Ministry

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church

Council Minutes
May 17, 2022

Prayer Requests
Opening Prayer: Pastor Beenken
Dwelling in the Word: Deb Meyer, Diane Page
Approval of minutes: Motion by Pam Bebber to approve the April 19, 2022 minutes. Second by
Cheriz Kunkel. Correction made to spelling of Pam Bebber’s name. Motion carried with
correction.
OLD BUSINESS
Refugee Accompaniment discernment: Report from Community Action/Evangelism
meeting. Pastor reported that there are three refugee families currently located in Kewanee,
Illinois. Needs include but are not limited to; one on one tutoring in English as a second language,
driving skills and rules of the road, dental hygiene, and general social skills. Anyone wishing to
assist these families make the transition to living in the US should contact Pastor Beenken.
Opportunities exist with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services for remote English as a
second language (ESL) training. Contact Terry Goff for more information.
Spiritual Practices: For several months we have been using “Dwelling in The Word” to begin
church meetings/functions. Pastor is choosing the scripture verses. Consensus of council is that it
is going well and should continue.
Great Room Renovation: Lights have been replaced and painting is underway. Next step is
removal of the carpeting and prepping the floor for the laminate installation. Please be aware of
construction and debris when entering the great room and classroom areas.
Missional Congregation Study: Study will start May 22, 2022. The study will follow the
Missional Leadership Model of the natural cycle of church life. Pastor has the book “The Missional
Leader” if anyone is interested in a more in-depth explanation regarding this model of church life.

Stewardship/Talents Drive: The duties and volunteer opportunities within the ministries of
Grace and Peace were presented by council liaisons during coffee hour on Sunday May 15th.
Signup sheets were available but if you missed or were unable to attend don’t worry; volunteers
are welcome anytime!

NEW BUSINESS
Good Shepherd Sunday: Good Shepherd Sunday was a success with giving of ~ $6800.
Endowment : Executive Board approved a request for seed money to start Foster Village
Program. Foster Village will provide counseling and personal items to foster parents for children
coming into their care.

Communications and Correspondence: A thank you note from Foster Village has been
posted on the Grace and Peace Facebook page.

Treasurer’s Report:
Pastor’s Report:
President’s Report: Terry Goff summarized the recent board meeting of the Lutheran
Seminary in Chicago. The obstacles faced by the Seminary to remain operational are similar to
the ones faced by most churches. His takeaway – know the physical assets of your property and
how best they might be utilized.
Ministry Reports: All the above reports are available for reading in the church office.
Adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer

Next Executive Meeting: June 14, 2022 @ 4:30pm
Next Council Meeting: June 28, 2022 @ 6:30pm – subject to change for summer schedule
Dwelling in the Word: Pastor Beenken, Pam Bebber.

All Ministry reports should be submitted to the church office administrator as
soon as possible before the next Council Meeting

Pastor Beenken

pastor@graceandpeacelutheran.org

Pam Bebber

2022-2023 (2nd term) - Stewardship

Linda Ericsson

2021-2023 (1st term) - Secretary/Property

Terry Goff

2022-2024 (2nd term) - President/Finance

Cheriz Kunkel

2021-2023 (2nd term) - Youth and Christian Ed.

Carol Martino

2022-2023 (1st term) - Evangelism

Deb Meyer

2022-2024 (2nd term) - Worship and Music

Diane Page

2021-2023 (2nd term) - Vice President/Nurture, Community Action

Illness & needs of our member
Nan Goff — Health concerns
Lana Staelens–Continued Recovery
Ann Joyce– Healing
Roberta Dietrich-Continued Recovery
Deb Meyer– Hospitalization for Pneumonia
Rosie Biegler-Continued Recovery

Our Friends and Family Concerns
Theo & Westin -(Twin Grandchildren of Vicki Bittner's Cousin)-Complications from Premature Birth
Don & Cindy (Andrew Loebach’s Parents)-Don Recovery from Stroke & Cindy Cardio Recovery
Karen-(Friend of the Armstrong's)-Stage 4 Liver & Stomach Cancer
Kathy-(Amanda Taylor’s Grandma)-Cancer & Blood Clots
Kathy (Friend of Nic Stafford)-Liver Cancer

Please Pray for the Congregational Ministries of our Active Members and
Frequent Attenders…

Our Current At Home Members
Sharon Bontz
Bob Kamin
Joan Winter
Richard Noren
Bonnie Valentine
Helen Hamilton
Nan Goff

If you wish to submit a request to travel through the prayer chain, please contact the church office at 693-8428

