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Romans 12:9-13
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling
to what is good. Be devoted to one another in
love. Honor one another above yourselves.
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
Share with the Lord’s people who are in
need. Practice hospitality.

The Feast, Folly, and Triumph of the Cross
Halfway through September, we’ll pass through what was, at one time, an important feast day for Christians:
The Feast of the Holy Cross, or Holy Cross Day, which falls each year on September 14. Unlike Good Friday, which
commemorates the passion of Jesus and his sacrifice upon the cross, Holy Cross Day commemorates the cross
itself…which is weird. For one thing, it’s odd to have a feast dedicated to an object, as opposed to, say, a person or an
event. Moreover, the cross was an instrument of torture and death. It was the means of killing Jesus. Why would we
celebrate it?
The answer, as with many things in Christianity, is complicated.
We humans love a good story, and over the centuries, the cross has accumulated a pretty good story.
According to “The Golden Legend,” a collection of tales about holy people and things compiled by an Italian bishop
in the 13th century, the cross had an illustrious career as a sacred object long before Jesus came along.
It started as a tree—and not just any tree, but THE tree at the center of the story of humanity’s fall, the Tree of
Knowledge. From this tree, Adam’s son Seth took a graft and planted it over Adam’s grave. The young tree was
watered by Lot and Abraham, who were nomads, so the watering must have been infrequent. Later, wood from this
tree was taken to form Moses’ staff, which supposes that a meandering Midianite snapped off a branch to use as a
walking stick at some point. The tree itself stood until the time of King Solomon, who felled it to serve as a beam in
his temple. But then, despite the fact that this was a tree straight from Eden and by now at least a few millennia old,
Solomon decided it wasn’t good enough for the temple. Instead, it was used to construct a bridge that the Queen of
Sheba used to cross into Israel. While crossing, the Queen was overcome with a sense of holiness and reportedly told
Solomon that the bridge would be the means of God’s replacement covenant for Israel. In fear, Solomon dismantled
the bridge, and rather than burning the wood or otherwise ensuring its destruction, he buried it. It remained
underground without rotting for a few more centuries, until those meddling Romans found it and used it to fashion
a trio of crosses for common criminals. Following Jesus’ death, the crosses were taken by disciples and hidden until
their discovery some three hundred years later by St. Helena, the mother of Emperor Constantine, who determined
that these were the famous crosses of Calvary because one of them seemed to have healing powers.
Now, there is simply no way this entire story is true—if it were, it would make the Tree of Knowledge
something of a Forrest Gump for Biblical events. And yet, for centuries, Christians have clung to pieces of this story
as surely as they clung to pieces of wood said to have come from the cross that Helena found, which was ultimately
divided into several sections and scattered throughout the empire in hopes that the pieces would bring protection
and prosperity to those who possessed them. (In fact, so many churches once claimed to have fragments of Jesus’
cross that the great reformer John Calvin saltily remarked, “If all the pieces that could be found were collected together, they would make a big ship-load. Yet the Gospel testifies that a single man was able to carry it!”)
Why do we do this? Why do we attribute power, favor, and significance to something that was in reality used
to accomplish terrible things? Could it be that we don’t like to face the horror of the cross head-on, and so we try to
turn it into something glorious?
That seems to be what Martin Luther thought. Luther famously flipped the script on medieval theology to
say that God is not found in power, favor, or significance. God is not revealed in glory. No, Luther said, the only
thing we really know of who God is and how God saves is Jesus upon the cross. That’s where God revealed God’s
true colors: in Jesus Christ, who loved us so deeply that he became one of us and shared our life and our death. And
so, when we are in the depths of suffering, when God’s glory seems furthest from us, that’s when we find Jesus—or
rather, that’s where Jesus finds us. Luther called this “a theology of the cross,” and it is why we still celebrate the
cross today. Not because the cross itself is good, but because through it, God triumphed over death and brought
about the salvation of the whole world.
The Feast of the Holy Cross has, to large extent, gone the way of the Golden Legend—that is to say, it’s a part
of Christian history that has come to mean less as we learn more. This year it will fall inauspiciously on a
Wednesday as most of us go about our regular lives. But I invite you, on September 14, to give it a thought. Not
because it is particularly special, but because of the special purpose it served, and because of the Holy One who
revealed himself to us upon it. And that is worth celebrating. Thanks be to God.

Community Action Nurturing

DINNER!

Thursday will be going out to eat
September 8th at
Bernardi’s Restaurant.
2137 Washington Rd.
Washington. Please arrive at 5:30
we will be eating at 6:00

DIRECTORY UPDATE
We Need Your Photos!
After five years, it is time for a new photo
directory of our congregation!
Unfortunately, the company that made our
photo directories in the past no longer
exists, so we are making our own in-house.
We would LOVE to include an updated
photo of you or your household! Photos can
be brought to the office for scanning, or can
be emailed directly to Michelle at
admin@graceandpeacelutheran.org

SEPTEMBER -22ND

Women of Grace & Peace

Lutheran World Relief Kit Update
There is still time to bring in items for all the
kits through the middle of September. If your
not sure what to donate please ask Barb
Purple, we are also taking cash donations to
go purchase these supplies.

Thank you,
Roberta Dietrich & Barb Purple

This past Sunday, August 21st we did a
fund-raising event for The Marion Medical
Mission. In their Mission Statement it states,
"We are sharing the love of Christ through the
life-giving gift of a sustainable source of clean,
safe drinking water to those who are
thirsty." Each well costs $450. This is done
by 100% donations. In 2021, they
constructed 3,413 wells covering 60,000
square miles in Malawi, Zambia, and
Tanzania.

Our total donations Sunday amounted
$1823.00 the equivalent of 4 wells plus more
on the way to the 5th well.
Thank you everyone for your donations. It
truly makes a difference in the lives of many!
We hope that you enjoyed our Water Theme
coffee hour and know that you did God's
Work by supporting Marion Medical Mission,
well project.
Thanks-Ann Joyce

SEPTEMBER:
Bret Shirven, Brent Dornon,
Richard Noren, Deb Meyer,
Jerry Hinshaw, Robert Kamin,
Carol Gard, Amanda Taylor, Colin Smet
OCTOBER: Dale Bollman, Evelyn Biegler,
Roberta Dietrich

Rachel's Day: September 25th

Seeking Items for Youth Movie Night
Do you love summer evenings and movies with
friends? So do our youth! We are throwing an
outdoor movie night for our young Christians
in late September and are hoping to borrow to
following items for one evening only:
Citronella candles or torches
• A screen tent
• A movie projector
Please reach out to Cheriz, Pastor, or Michelle
if you would like to lend an item to our youth
movie night.
•

Thanks!
God’s Work, Our Hands:
September 11!
Bandage Rolling for Global Health
Ministries
For many years, one of Grace and Peace’s
hallmark service projects for “God’s Work, Our Hands”
has been tearing sheets into strips and rolling them into
bandages for our partners at Global Health Ministries, a Christian organization focused on improving
medical care and access to it around the world. Surprisingly, the torn sheets that are rolled into bandages by
caring Christians play an important role in this vision!
GHM says:
“Mission hospitals and rural clinics are the frontline for
healthcare for millions of people across the globe. Most
lack even the most basic supplies, including bandages.
Many have no access to clean, affordable bandages, and
many have little or no access to clean water.
Sterilization is difficult and it can be a challenge to have
enough clean bandages for daily patient care. GHM
rolled bandages help meet that need. Although most
often used for wound care, including burns, the
bandages can be useful in other ways at hospitals and
clinics where resources are scarce. GHM rolled
bandages have been spotted holding an IV in place, and
tying up broken surgical lights. Since 1987 GHM has
sent more than 2,100,000 bandages to international
partners - that’s almost 2,500 miles of bandages!”

Rachel’s Day is an annual observation
sponsored by the Women of the ELCA to raise
awareness about how children are affected by
gun violence. While many congregations
observe Rachel's Day in May, at Grace and
Peace we honor this day in the fall as our
children return to school. Since 2020, guns
have been the leading cause of death for
American children, outstripping congenital
conditions, cancer, and even motor vehicle
accidents. According to the CDC, nine
children are killed by guns in the United
States every single day.
In 1994, one woman urged her congregation,
Bethel Lutheran Church on the west side of
Chicago, to support children facing violence.
They began by clearing a vacant lot and
turning it into a garden— Rachel’s Garden. It
became a place where folks—mostly
mothers—could come to mourn children
killed by gun violence in the past year. They
also planted a white cross and flowers in
remembrance of these young ones. Two years
later, the Metro Chicago Synodical Women’s
Organization brought a memorial to the Third
Triennial Convention (1996) of Women of the
ELCA to broaden awareness of the violence
children face and actions to address it. The
convention passed the memorial, resolving
“That ELCA women encourage their
congregations to recognize the first Sunday in
May each year as Rachel’s Day, based on
Jeremiah 31:15–17 wherein Rachel grieved for
her children, to mourn the loss of our children
and to renounce the forces of evil and fear that
plague our nation."

Sunday School Kick Off Celebration
September 11, 2022 during coffee hour!
We will have cake & ice cream to celebrate
and the youth will help with God's work. Our
hands, by bandage rolling with the
congregation.

Grace and Peace Youth Group
presents
"Prince of Egypt"
Outdoor Movie feature on Sept 23, 2022.
Seating starts at 6:30pm. Popcorn and
snacks provided.
Rsvp call/text to 815-343-3497
All youth are invited, parents can stay if they
would like.

MUSIC ON THE LAWN
September 14th at 6:00 PM
Come join us and enjoy a beautiful night of music under the stars featuring
“The Mountain Men”

Grace & Peace is doing a TRUNK OR TREAT & other Halloween theme activities
Friday, October 14th!

We would love to have many different cars/trunks decorated & with candy/treat for kids! We
will have this open to the public and we will also offer a "non-food" trunk & allergy careful
trunk. Along with mini pumpkin decorating, and other activities outside on front lawn.
Congregation members can sign up on the Wittenberg door starting Sept 3rd. Please include
type of candy or treats you will pass out (so we have a variety). We encourage you to have fun
with your trunk & car decorating, & dress up if you want. Have fun with it!
Reach out to Cheriz with questions!

A POINT to PONDER
A Point to Ponder September 2022
When I had the opportunity to play for worship last month, I chose to play one of my favorite
pieces, “Come Sunday” by Duke Ellington. This music is from Ellington’s first concert work,
“Black, Brown, and Beige,” which premiered at Carnegie Hall in 1943. Since then it has been
performed by many musicians all over the world. There are many arrangements and lyrics on
YouTube, of course. I’d like to share some of the lyrics with you, to me, they are prayers of hope
and comfort.
Come Sunday, oh come Sunday, that’s the day.
Lord, Dear Lord above: God Almighty, God of love,
Please look down and see my people through.
I believe that God put sun and moon up in the sky.
I don’t mind the gray skies ‘cause they’re just clouds passing by.
Lord, dear Lord above, God Almighty, God of love,
Please look down and see my people through.
Heaven is a goodness time, a brighter light on high.
Do unto others as you would have them do unto you
And have a brighter by and by
Lord, Dear Lord above: God Almighty, God of love,
Please look down and see my people through.
I believe that God is now, was then and always will be.
With God’s blessing we can make it through eternity.
Lord, Dear Lord above: God Almighty, God of love,
Please look down and see my people through.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lSpWvWItVA

Illness & needs of our member
Nan Goff — Health concerns
Lana Staelens–Continued Recovery
Roberta Dietrich-Continued Recovery
 Linda Ericsson– Complications from old back injury, relief from pain
 Charlie Scott-Healing from retinal burn

Our Friends and Family Concerns
Theo & Westin -(Twin Grandchildren of Vicki Bittner's Cousin)-Complications from Premature Birth
Kylie-(Devyn’s sister)-Welfare/Wellbeing
Beth- (Pastor Mary’s Mom)-Hospitalization, peace and purpose

Please Pray for the Congregational Ministries of our Active Members and
Frequent Attenders…

Our Current At Home Members
Sharon Bontz
Bob Kamin
Joan Winter
Richard Noren
Bonnie Valentine
Helen Hamilton
Nan Goff

If you wish to submit a request to travel through the prayer chain, please contact the church office at 693-8428

